










advertisement 

OF THE ENGLISH PUBLISHER*’ 


Mr. PHILLIPS, who prejents to the Britijk 
Public this interejling journey of the Dutch Em^ 
bajjy to the Court of the Emperor of China, conceives 
he is making an acceptable and vcUttable addition to 
the exifting ftock of knowledge, relative to an Empire, 
the great extent, population, and antiquity of which 
render it an almojl exhaujilefs fubjeEl of information 
and curiofity. 

Refpeding the views of the EmbaJJy, and the value 
and originality of the materials of which the work 
confifts, he has nothing to add to the able and per* 
J/iicuoHS Preface of the French Editor, nor Jhall he in 
any zvay prefume to anticipate the opinion or approbation 
of the Englijh Reader. 

With refpeH to the Tranjlation, he will venture 
without he fit at ion to affirm, that it is faithfully perform* 
ed. It is the work of a Gentleman of approved talents, 
whom a long reftdence in France has rendered incapable 
of the blunders that almojl always deform books tranf* 
lated from the French tongue into ours. The ad* 
vantage of receiving a copy of the original long be- 
fore any other zvas imported, enabled him alfo to 
execute his tajk at his leifure, and to finijh it with a 
more than ufttal degree of accuracy. The Publijher 
a a there* 
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therefore hopeSy that wheti the time Jhall come of 
comparing this’ Tranjlation with any other y it will be 
found to have a Jlill greater precedency in merit than 
in the date of its appearance. 

The only difference between this Edition and the 
Original Work confijls in the placing of the Gloffary in 
the Firji injiead of the Second Volume. As nearly 
the whole of the words requiring explanation occur in 
the Firft VolumCy this arrangement is judged to be 
more convenient to the Reader, efpecially to Sub- 
fcribers to Libraries, and Members of Book Societies, 
hi which the volumes generally circulate feparately. 
This diStionary of terms is indeed one of the moji va- 
luable parts of the work, abounding in new and curious 
obfervations relative to the policy, the manners, and 
the language of the Chinefe, 

Among other exertions to render his Edition wor- 
thy of the public patronage, Mr. Phillips has taken 
much pains to procure a correct chart of the 
ROUT E ; an appendage which the Reader will find to 
be indifpenfable, and without which the narrative 
would be wholly unintelligible. By making this im- 
portant addition, he conceives that he has confider- 
ably encreafed the value of the work, and given, his 
JBdition an almofi exclufive claim to the favour of the 
Public. 

No. 71, St. Paul’s Church Yard. 

0 &. ao, 1798. 



DEDICATION 


TO 

HIS EXCELLENCY 

GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 


SIR, 

Tr AVELS among the mofl: ancient peo- 
ple which now inhabits this globe, and 
which owes its long exiftence to the fyftem 
that makes its Chief the Father of the 
National Family, cannot appear tinder 
better aufpices than thofe of the Great 
Man who was elefled, by the univerfal 
fufffage of a new nation, to prefide at the 
conqueft of liberty, and in the eftablilh- 
ment of a government in which every thing 
befpeaks the love of the Firft Magiftrate 
for the people. 
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Penrnt me then to addrefs the homage 
of my veneration to the virtues which in 
your Excellency afford fo'flriking a refem- 
blance between Afia and America. I can- 
not fhew myfelf more worthy of the title of 
Citizen of the United States, which is be- 
come my adoptive Country, than by pay- 
ing a juft tribute to*'the Chief, whofe prin- 
ciples and fentiments are calculated to 
procure them a duration equal to that of 
the Chinefe Empire. 

I am, with refpe^l, 

Sir, 

Your Excellency's 
Moft humble. 

And moft obedient Servant, 

A. E. VaN-BrAAM HoiiCKGEEST, 



ADVERTISEMENT 

OP 

THE EDITOR. 


The more diftant the Regions which the Traveller 
deferibes, the more they differ in their moral and phy- 
lical nature from the nations for whofe inftruftion and 
gratification he deflines his obfervations^ the more im- 
portant is it to the reader to know in what degree his 
confidence is due to the man who fpeaks to him of 
what is pafCng in remote countries, and almoft at the 
other end of the world. 

It is particularly in refpeft to China that the Fear 
of receiving the produAions of an imagination more or 
lefs fertile for a true recital is eafily awakened. That 
immenfe Empire is fo little known ; the prejudices of 
its inhabitants, or rather the wifdom of its government, 
has thrown fo many obftacles in the way of thofe Eu- 
ropeans who might feel a delire to penetrate into the 
country in order to fatisfy their curiofity and to ex- 
amine what imperfeA and hafty fketches have given 
them a faint idea of, that if it is eafy to give imaginary 
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details for certain fafls, it is at the fame time difficult 
to fecure ^ true rdation, from the exifting diftruft, which 
puts the Reader upon his guard againft the Narrator. 

Accordingly, to expoft always extraordinary things 
from a Traveller wlio fpeaks of China, and to doubt his 
veracity merely bccaufe he relates things which fecin 
extraordinary — is the difpofition of mind of thofe, who 
read any thing written, concerning that aftonifliing 
country. 

It is to fhcvv the well-informed reader what degree of 
confidence he may place in the Travels now fubinitted 
to his infpeflion, that the Editor has thought it ad- 
vifeable to give him fomc idea of the charaftcr of tlic 
perfon who prefents them to the public, 

- M. Andre Everard Van-Braam Houckgeeft, born in 
1739, in the province of Utrecht, in Holland, firft 
ferved his country in the Dutch navy, in which two of 
his brothers, ftill alive, have more than once difplayed 
great talents, and have both obtained the rank of 
Admiral, as a juft reward for their fervices. 

Determined by circumftances, which a ftate whofe pe- 
culiar charafteriftic it is to be commercial, often affords, 
M. Van-Braam quitted the navy in 1758, and went to 
Qiina, in quality of Supercargo of the Dutch Eaft- 
India Company. He refided at Macao and Canton till 
1773, except during two very Ihort voyages to Europe. 

Ileturninjj 
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Returning to his native land after an eftcftive refi- 
dence of eight years in a country where in that length 
of time he cquld not fail to acquire great information, 
M. Van*Braam fettled in Gueldcrland, and remained 
there till 1783. 

At the laft-mentioned epoch the Independence of 
America had juft been folemnly acknowledged by the 
powers of the old world. This event, which re echoed 
throughout Europe, and av^akened ideas almoft as new 
as itfelf, infpired M. Van-Braain with the defirc»<^f 
inhabiting a country which bad been reprefented to him 
in the moft enthufiaftic terms. 

I 

Of all the United States he gave the preference to 
South Carolina; and in 1783 became a merchant, 
and a cultivator of rice in that State. He tras even 
naturalized as a citizen of the United States in 1784; 
qnd was living there in peace and happinefs, when one 
of thofe dreadful fatalities of which the climate of that 
province affords but too many examples, deprived him, 
in the courfe of a Angle month, of four of his children. 

This lofs, for which a paternal heart has never been 
able to confole itfelf, together with that of his fortune oc- 
caAoned by a falfe friend, were the motives that induced 
M. Van-Braam to liften to the propoAtions tranfmitted 
to him by one of his brothers in the name of the Dutch 
piaft-lndia Company, who wilhed him to undertake 

the 
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the management of their affairs at Canton, in quality 
of Chief of the Fatftory. 

This new mark of confidence (hewn him by his pri- 
mitive country, and his defire to turn his eyes from 
a quarter of the globe in which his two only fons and 
two'of his daughters had found an untimely grave, de- 
termined M. Van Braam to accept what was offered 
him. He returned to Holland, and fet off immediately 
after for Canton. * 

A knowledge of feveral countries, and a confequent 
habit of obferving their oppofite charadters, infpired 
M. Van Braam with a defire of more attentively ex- 
amining all that he was allowed to fee of China. With 
this defire was combined that rational curiofity which 
ieeks to penetrate into myfteries under which it imagines 
nieful truths to lie concealed ; and, laftly, that fenti- 
mentfo natural to a European, of wifhing to acquire 
further knowledge of a nation of which the little 
already known furnilhes matter of fo much well- 
founded aftonifiiment. 

As foon as this projeA was conceived, M. Van-Braam 
made it one of his principal concerns. Induftrious both 
by’ habit and difpofitioiij led by his very duties to 
make obfervations j having opportunities more or leik 
frequent of quellioning Chinefe ; able himfelf to iketch 
every thing that came in his way ; enabled by the in- 
creafe of his fortune, a confequence of his fuccefsful 
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AOVEHTtSEMKNT OF THE EDITOE. xl 

adminiftration of the Company’s affairs, to pay intel- 
ligent artifts ; and never tired of waiting in order that 
he might fee things better, and hazard nothing upon 
mere conjedure, he every day added to what 1 lhall . 
call his Chinefe riches. 

But one of thofe uncommon events, fuch as it were to 
be wilhed might fall in the way of all true friends to 
ufeful fcience, occurred mo^ opportunely to favour M. 
Van*Braam’s inclinations and plan. 

Appointed Second in the Embafly fent by the Dutch 
Eaft India Company to the Emperor of China in i794» 
a vaft extent of country was laid open to his view* 
Thus converting into perfonal experience what had 
been little more than oral tradition, he had the moft fa- 
vourable opportunity of veiifying all that had been related 
to him,' and, what was ftill more fortunate, of forming 
a judgment of things which he had not even had an idea 
of enquiring into, becaufe nothing had givea.him reafoit 
to fufpeft their exiftence. 

Aftonifhed by what he faw, M. Van-Braam did not 
‘ lofe a iingle moment in making the inhabitants of the 
other parts of the world, as far as it depended upon hini, 
partakers in the fenfations he experienced, and in the 
wHl‘foundcd admiration he felt on more than one oc- 
cafjon. Doubly a painter, his pen and his pencil were 
conllantly employed in depiSing whatever he faw ; and 
fparing neither pains nor expence^ he may be faid not to 

have 
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have fuffered any thing to efckpe him which was worthy 
of the attention of a difcerning public. 

The narrativeof his journey mayevcnbeconfidered, in 
fome degree, as an official account of the Dutch Embafly, 
lince having been fubmitted to the infpeftion of the 
perfons Iiclonging to that Embaffiy, it did not afford 
them the leaft room for criticifm, and fince the Ambaf- 
fador himfclf took copies pf it, with a view of fending 
them to the Regency of' Batavia, and to the Prinde 
Stadtholder. 

■ V 

The age of M. Van-Braam, the fuccefs that attended 
his undertakings, the ties of nature, and thofc of friend- 
Ihip, at laff induced him to quit Canton on the iixth 
of December 1795, with a view to pafs the reft of his 
days in the United States of America. He arrived at 
Philadelphia on the 24th of April 1 796. 

Never, I will venture to aflert, did a foreigner leave 
China with a like treafure, or with fo many teftimonics 
of his veracity; and if M. Van-Braam had only exhibited 
his numerous drawings of every thing which th^t Em- 
pire prefented to him as worthy ofa placein his immenfc 
colle£lion, China would be better known by them alone 
than by all that has been written concerning it till the 
prefent day. To give an idea of what is experienced 
upon a light of all the drawings which M. Van-Braam 
has collected, and which reprefent China in every lhape, 
and in every point of view, I will only fay, tliEt after 
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the curiofity of the moll acute and inquifitive fpe<^ator 
is fatiated, a multitude of things *11111 remain to be 
examined, which excite his furptife anew. 

Finally, as if it were M. Van-Braam’s deftiny to 
lignalize his abode in China by the molt flriking cir- 
cumllances, he has brought over with him feveralChi- 
nefe, who feem to be come purpofcly to atteft the truth 
of what he has related concerning t|ieir country, or has 
reprefented in his colleciion\>f drawings : a colledion 
which he expofed for feveral months at Philadelphia’to 
the view of all amateurs of the fcienccs. It was even 
impollible to avoid fancying ourfelves in China, while 
furrounde^ at once by living Chinefe, and by reprefen- 
tations of their manners, their ufages, their monu* 
ments, and their arts. 

Such are M, Van Braam’s claims upon the good> 
will of his readers, and, I had almoft laid, upbn their 
gratitude. 

As to the Editor’s labours, they have been executed 
with the greatell care ; and he at leall deferves the pratie 
of fidelity, lince there is not a lingle line that has not been 
fubmitted to the examination of the Author, who is 
fufficiently mailer of tli^e French to be an excellent judge 
of every thing written in that language. 

Perfuadcd thatafew explanatory notes would add to the 
intereft of the work, the Author and Editor have placed 

feveral 
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ieveral at the hcad'of each of the two volumes to Whieh 
they more particularly belong *. - The fame motive haS 
fuggefted them all— adefire to gratify the public* 

It is with the lame intention that the Editor has 
Ihought proper to fubjoin to the work a notice of the 
valuable colle£tionof drawings made by M. Van-Braam, 
who during five years conftantly employed two Chinefc 
draughtlmen in forming thjs numerous and curious af* 
fcmblage of all kinds of objcfts. But how much docs 
the* Editor regret, that he cannot by this brief notice 
enable the Reader to participate in the pleafure refulting 
from a fight of the drawings ^ a pleafure which increafes 
in proportion as the examination of the details is mor6 
dleiberatc, or is taken by eyes accultomed to find ouC 
beauties which elude, as it were, the firft hafty view* 

The Editor will indulge in no obfervations concern- 
ing the work itfelf, except that it every wlicrc exhibits 
a character of candour, which is that of the Author. 
There is nothing, even to the repetitions which the 
occurrence of fimilar matters ttiuft neceffarily produce 
in a work written in the form of a journal, that does not 
prove his veracity. The franknefs with which M. 
Vaii-Braam confclles, in two or three places, that he 
was millaken as to points of which he thought himfelf 
aflured by preceding circumftances, is a valuable tefti* 

* This arrangement would certainly have been the mod judicious ; but, 
^ fbme reafon unknow’o to the £ngU(h Editor, It has . not been adopted. 
In the original the notes were all placed at the end of the lad Volume i 
m the Engliih edition they have been predxed to the driU 
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inony of his literary probity, which in a traveller can* 
not be too highly prized. 

The Editor will conclude this Advertifement by a 
reile£lion which will ho doubt ftrike the Reader as it does 
him : it is, that M. Van Braam’s journal, not beinj; 
a work undertaken with a view to reafon upon Chi- 
na in a fyftematic manner, but to give an account of 
what he has met with and perceived, it cannot be fup- 
pofed or expeded that he Ihould reduce fads to an 
agreement with any particular opinions. It is fimple 
fkfts that he relates ; he commits them to paper in the 
Order in which they prefent themfelves 5 he even docs 
it with a fort of eagernefs admitting of no {ludied ar* 
rangement, or combination over which the ufual vanity 
of an Author might have exerted its influence:' all 
thefe circumftances are fo many vouchers that his rela* 
tion has been dictated by truth. 

To exhibit this Journal in the French language in 
all its original purity has been the uniform ftudy of the 
Editor ; and the fufFrage of the Author, under whofc 
immediate infpe£tion his labours have been carried on, 
is a favourable omen of his fuccefs. He lhall efteein 
himfelf happy, if his feeble efforts are honoured with 
the approbation of the Reader. 


' MOREAU DE SAINT MEET. 




INTRODUCTION. 


A. JOUkNEV firoth Cantoii to the city 
Pe-Mngt where the Imperial Court refideif 
—a Journey riiade acrofsi parts of the Em- 
pire of China, which never yet were marked ? 
with the footftep df kri European, and wherd 
his inijuifitive eyfe never yet had an oppor- 
tunity of making the fmalleft obfervation, 
cannot biit be highly interefting to the Pub- 
lic, both in Europe, and throughout the 
United States of America ; and will no doubt 
be received as an agreeable offering, Iri 
this hope it was that I undertook td writd 
a relation of that Journey, and that I made 
a point with myfelf of cdmmiting to papef, 
with the leaft'poffible delay, every thing I 
ihould fee and obferve, in order that I might 
give a faithful defeription of it to my fcoun- 
frymen. 

Whenever I travelled by watter, 1 had lUy 
Journal always on the table, that every thing 
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-might be noted down in it at the very mo- 
ment of its occurrence. Even night was 
not a reafon for my difpenfing with this 
rule. I thought it far better to lofe a few 
hours reff, than, to let a lingle remarkat^e 
obje6l efcape me. 

When our road was ovCT-land, it was my 
invariable practice, let the time of night be 
what it might, to commit to my Journal, 
which I then carried in my palanquin, what- 
ever had appeared interehihg tome during 
the day. 

In retiirning from the Imperial Court to 
the hotel occupied by the AmbalTador at 
p€-4dng, I never fdt any care more urgent 
than that of noting down every thing 1 had 
feen. 

By thefe m^s 1 fufiered nothing to efcape 
me, and an excellent memory conllantly 
helped me to re-trace the moft minute par- 
ticulars, and taTTecblletSl even the mc^ tari- 
fling Hep 1 had tak^« 

Vi 



iijf RdfijjcTioif. . Jtk 

It is in confequence of tliefe continual 
^precautions, that I am able to promife an 
exa6t narrative of the proceedings of the 
Embafly, extra6led from my Journal; the 
conftant depofitary of fads^ reprefented with 
the moft ftri6l regard to truth. 

I 

I may venture then to aflert, that afdru- 
puloiis precifion will be found, in the details 
I prefent to the Public, and that my Work 
will moreover have the merit of being en- 
tirely new, fince there is not a lingle line 
borrowed from any traveller or writer what- 
ever. I Ihould even think I offered an af- 
front to every well informed Reader, if 1 
w'ere not convinced of his eafily perceiving 
it himfelf. It is with the foie view there- 
fore, of (loing further homage to truth, that 
I declare that for twenty years I had read 
nothing on the fubje6l of China. Although 
we had with us the work of Nieuhov f, con- 
cerning the firft Dutch Embaffy to Pe-Jiir^, 

1 did not chufe to confult it, becaufe 1 did 
not with to enter into a refutation of its 
contents, a thing by no means impoffible, 
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and becaufe it Turned indubitable that a 
<«ntury and a half mull have occafioned feme 
change in the afpe6l of the towns and efta- 
bliftiments, and in the face of the country. 

One of our fellow-travellers, M. de 
Guignes, a Frenchman, who accompanied 
the Embafly in qua\ity of Interpreter, noted 
xlown his obfervations alfo, with the inten- 
tion of publilhing them ; but his projedl, 
which may even ferve to Ihew the confor- 
mity of our remarks, was of no ufe to me, 
fince neither I nor any other perfon at- 
tached to the Embafly, had any knowledge 
of his work. My Journal, on the con- 
trary, was copied for the Ambaflador, and 
lay open to the infpedlion of all the , other 
Dutchmen who performed the journey. 

On our return to Canton, I had the good 
fortune to meet with a very exa6l topogra- 
.phical chart of the city of Pe-king. The 
proprietor of that chart, which was already 
of very ancient date, would not part with 
it ; but permitted me to take a copy. It 
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is fo particular, that every ftreet is diftin- 
guifhed, and the elevation of every edifice 
delineated. I eafily recognized thofe of fuch 
{Greets as I had pafled through in a carriage, 
and found out alfo the fcur gates or tri- 
umphal arches which 1 had remarked in st 
crofs-road on my return from Tuen-ming- 
yuen, as mentioned in my Journal under date 
of the fixth of February 1795. I was thereby 
convinced of its perfect accuracy. * 

The Imperial refidence, however, was 
only, in a manner, indicated without any 
thing to mark its limits. This defeat I re- 
medied, as far as my own judgment autho- 
rized me to do it, after having'feen and gone 
through more than three-fourths of the 
palace. The fuburbs were alfo wanting, but 
I borrowed them from the work of Du 
Halde, in which the plan of the city is 
conformable to that of piy great map. 

Thus it was that I contrived to render 
my topography of Peeking more exa 61 than 
in the Chinefe original. It was not, how- 
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HfVer, ppfllble tp givp the fuburbs in tha 
^aina detail as the city, becaufe my Know-* 
iedge pf them was not equally correct. X 
have therefore contented myfelf with indir. 
eating the principal ftreets that lead and 
adjoin to the gates of the town, together 
with the two well-known edifices, the tem^ 
pie of Heaven, and that of the Earth. The 
jreft of the fuburbs, in fa61:, prefent nothing 
to the eytf^aut a piece of ground very irre-» 
gularly built upon, in which are plots of 
cultivated land, and empty fpaces, fo that 
ope half pf it is yet without buildings, as 
we had an opportunity of clearly perceiving 
cm the‘fifteenth of February 1795, when \ve 
left Pe-hitig. It appeared to me better tp 
leave fomething imperfect in this refpeft, 
than to put errors in tfie place of things of 
which- 1 was ignorant. 

I hope, however, that this will be no rea- 
fon why a map lb interefting Ihould be lefs 
agreeable to the curious than my relation 
jtfelf ; eljpecially as I have alfo a number of 
other drawings and views, which by their 
4 conformity 
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conformity with the plan, b^r; witnefs to 
its accuracy. A p^t of them I (ketched 
myfelf, and the remainder is in my collec- 
tion of Chinefe'views, which are calculated 
ftill farther to prove the accuracy of what I 
fay. I have no doubt of this/kind of fupple- 
ment fully fatisfying the curiofity of my 
Readers. 

I have written the names of the' cities and 
other places, according to the orthography 
of the Chinefe Mandarins, and with divi- 
(ipns. The hypbem fignify that all which 
they do not feparate, ought to be pro- 
nounced in a fhbrt and limple manner, as 
forming only one fyllable, although there 
are foine which, in European languages, 
would make two. Kiang, Liang, Hiang, muft 
therefore be pronounced as a Angle fylla- 
hle. 

I thought it proper to give thefe previous 
explanations to my Riders, in hopes that 
my Work would not difpleafe the Public, 
and if this expedfation be not deceived, 1 
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(hall obtain the only recompence I dare tQ 
fdk for my lal^ours and my care. 

4.E, V, BRAAM HOVCKGEEST, 


In magnis voluijjfe fat ejt. 

'■ ■■ "iip . -ir '- ■■■' ■ 


NOTES, 


N O T E S, 

ARRANGED XN 

alphabetical order. 


AVD WHIC^H ARS 

JR^FMRRED TO IN THE COURSE OF THE IFORK. 


Bamboo^ 

It is indigenous in Chinat where no lefs than fixty-thrcc 
didindl rpecies are known. See Memoircs Chinols^ voh 4* of the 
quarto edition, page 623* 

Barrow. 

In a work written by Father Martin, a Jefuit, intitl^d, 
Defeription Gcographique de la Chlne^ and quoted by the Htftoire 
Gmerale dt la Cbine^ par Mailluy redlgee par Gr^ier^ in the 13th 
Vol. of the quarto edition^ it is faid that the Chinefe failing 
barrows, or waggons, are a fi6lion. It would require, however, 
nn extravagant degree of fcepticifm to doubt of their exiftence, 
after what the Author relates, and the engraved plan of one that, 
is added tp the drawings, of which a police will be found at the 
* end of the Second Yolume, 

Bban. 

The bean of which mention is feveral times made in this 
Y^orki and which furnUhes the Chuiefe with a kind of juice or 
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liquor, that they drink like milk, ,, is the Cytifus Cajan of 
Linnaeus, known in feveral plages by the name of Pots Pigeoiif 
and erroncoufly confounded by Bomare with the jingola pea^ 
which refcmblcs it neichcr in form, tafte, nor jpolour. (Fr. F</.) 

Bsggars. 

Beggars arc not common in China. Some are feen at Canton. 

Luring the journey of the EmbafTy, the author met with 
none, except in the weft part of the province of Chang^tostg^ and 
in that of Tckelu They arc very unfrequent in the other parts 
ofthegmpiie. (Fr^EtK) * 

i 

, Bird’s-nests. 

The following account is given of thefc bird's- nefts in the 
the Hifioire Genercde ik la Chine, par Maille^ vol. ^3, of quarto 
edition, page 650. 

** They come from the rocks upon the coaft of Yong-klng^ 
JaWi Cochinchlnai &c. and are the nefts built by a fpecics of 
bird, of which the plumage much refembles that of our fwal« 
lows. Their manner of building them is alfo nearly the fame, 
except that-thc nefts, of tlie former are made of little fifh, which 
they contrive to glue together with the fpume of the fea. They 
are detached from the rocks as foon as the young ones take their 
flight; for it is the neft, and not the bird, that is of value. 
Whole boats are filled with this commodity, which becomes a 
confiderable branch of commerce in the above countries. The 
property of this fingular fort of aliment is to give a favoury tafte 
to^every difti of which it makes a part.** 

The Chinefe are alfo of opinion that thefe bird’s- nefts arc a fti- 
'mulant to love, and in this perfuafion. Tome of them have been ^ 
known to give as much as an hundred Louis d'ors for twenty- five 
pounds weight of birdVnefts. 

The Author himfelf fold fome at Canton as high as fix Louis 
d’ors the Catif pr twenty ouucgs Frgngh. (Poids de mate.) 

They 
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They arc carried to Holland, where there Is a great doafump^ 
them, and where they are in high re^ueft* ^fr, S(L) 

^ Button. 

A button, placed upon the front of the cap, fervds ih China 
to. mark all the gradatiopsof power, from the Emperor to the 
loweft Mandarin, The Emperor alone wears a lage pearl as a 
button. Among the Mandarins, the buttons decreafe in value 
in the following order ; 

A button of a dark purple ftone of a round form, but hav* 
^ng fix Tides or facets. 

The fame, oblong. 

A button of figured coral of a round forpi, with fix fidcf. 

The fame, oblong, ^ ^ 

A button of plain coral of a round fhape, and having fiir 
fides, 

ft 

The fame, oblong. 

A button of a blue transparent flode pf a round form, witl| 
(lx Tides. 

The fame, but of an oblong lhape. 

A dark blue button of a round form, having fix fides,^ 

The fame, oblong, 

A white tranfparent buttpn, having fix fidcs, and a round 
fornu 

The fame, oblong. 

An opake white button of a round form, with fix &de$» 

Tlie fame, oblong, 
round gilt buttofi. 
round filver button, 

Castlbs^ 

The Chinefe Callles arc fortifications of more or lefs confe* 
^uence, intended fo defend particular points, and furrounded . 

with 
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with walls, having embraftires* or loop holes In thcmi through 
which the foldiers Rtt their arrows or xnulkeUfhot, 

Cati. 

The Cafi is a Chincfc weight equal to Sixteen taels or ounces^ 
each of which is equivalent to an ounce and a quarter troy weighty 
{Poidf de marc,) 

Catjang, See Bean* 

C:dar. 

‘ Authors who have written concerning China have ventured to 
aflert, that no fuch tree exifts in the country ; but M. Van. 
Braam Ipeaks of them too frequently for any doubt to remain on 
that hc;ul. 

The Reader is alfo referred to the fecond vol. of the Mmolret 
ChinotSy quarto edition, pge 5x9, where it is called the Nain^ 
inou of the Chiiiefe« (Fr, Ed,) 

Chap. 

A genencal woi*d, which indicates a piece of board or tabletj 
infcribed with the name of any one, or with fome title defignaU 
ing him, to which the fame honours are paid that he would have 
a right to expedt in perfon. 

A petition or memorial addrelTed to a tribunal, or to a per* 
fon invefted with any authority whatever, no zpatter on what 
fubjeft, ' and even a common letter, is alfo sv Chap. 

COBIDO. 

A Chincfc meafurc of three kiiids, •vh, the Mandarin’s Com 
hido ; the merchant’s Qohido ; and the carpenter’s Cobido, The 
laft is meant as often as the word Cobido is ^ employed in this 
work. It is equivjJent to fourteen French inches^ wanting a 
lifie, (FA Ed^) 


CoHANCt 
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CoHANG. 

*rhe final g muft not be pronounced* It is the Company of 
merchants of Cantoni who enjoy the exclufive privilege of 
trading with Europeans. 

CoHANGisr. 

A Merchant, member of the Company of Cohang* ' 
Confucius. 

1 muft obferve here, that it is only In conformity with the 
French pronunciation, that I have put in the body of the WoHc 
• Kong-fou-tfe^ Inftead of Hong-fou-t/cf which M. Van Braam 
affures me is the true way of fpelling the name of the firft of 
all the Chlnefe philofophcrs* (Fr* Ed^) 

CORBA* 

A kingdom of the peninfula of Afia, fitiiated between China 
and Japanj to the north-eaft of the latter, on which it borders* 

The inhabitants of this kingdom, which is tributary to China, 
are called Coreans. It was there Ambafladors whom the Author 
found at Pe-hingy and with whom he was admitted to fcveral 
audiences or imperial ceremonies* (i^r. Ed.) 

COULIS* 

This name, which Is borrowed from India, is applied to aH 
forts of labourers, but particularly to thofe who carry per- 
fons, merchandize, &c. an occupation which Is confidered as 
the loweft of^ 11, becaufe it Is that of fuch Individuals as can get 
nothing elfe to do* Almoft all of them go with their head 
and feet naked. 

M. Van Braam thinks that the pay of thofe employed In the 
■journey of the Embaffy from Canton to Pe^iingf was about 
twenty-five French fous (a {billing Englifh) per day* 





itOfBSi 


All authors concur iit praifing the Chinefe Coulis for the a^<t 
^refs with which they carry the heavieft loads^ by means of 
' bamboos, which they lay acrofs theii' ihoulders, and t6 which 
the load is fufpended by a cord. (/r. Ed,} 

- Dragoh. 

That fabiildus animal is at once fymbolicat and mytfiological 
in China. Every thing that emanates from the Emperor bears 
the figure of a dragon ; and it is alfo put upon all the Imperial 
edifices, furniture, and ornaments. 

The Dragon, is venerated ‘^throughout China; but the Em- 
pbror alone has the, right of having them paintec^, embroidered^ 
or Iculptured with five claws or talons. The reft of the nation 
cannot ufe figures of dragons with more than four* 

Emperor* 

It has been fald erronccrufly (Lettres Edijiantes^ tome tf, pagC 
^9) that he alone has the right of having his palace exadlly 
ironting the fouth ; for every individual turns his houfe as 
much as he can to that quarter of the Iky, as the moft falubriouS 
and convenient ezpofure. See Memoiris ChinoU^ tome iii* in 4tOi 
page 434. {Fr. Ed,) 

It is with the fame difregard of truth that it has been fai<^ 
that the Chinele fhut themfclves up in their houfes when the 
Emj>eror goes out, and that thofe he happens to meet on hia 
road turn their backs with their face to the ground/ to efcape 
the penalty of death* It has even been afferted, that this 'is 
the reafonr why the houfes have no. windows looking into the 
fireets. Thefe affertions, already contradicted by the Memoiret 
Ciinohf tome iu page 27^, are formally difproved by what the 
Autlior iclates of the Emperor, while on his way to Taen-ming* 
yuffip {Fr, Ed.) 

He, of whofe hanging himfdf the Author fpeaks, was 
the laft.Emperor of the Chinele dynafty of Seeing 



himielf on the ^oint of falling into the hands .of the Munchoo 
Tartars, he hung himfelf with his own girdle, within the walla 
of the Imperial palace, after having given his^ daughter a fabre 
wound, of which Dubalde (vol. i, page 478, of the o£tavo edi- 
tion) fays ihc died; but from which the Htfloire Generale de 2 a 
CUtney par Mallla^ vol. x. odlavo edition, page 492, afHrms that 
ihe recovered. At the time of this event, which took place in 
1644, unfortunate Aionarch was thirty- fix years of age* 
[Fr. kd.) 

Examination of Students. 

This relates to the young men* who devote themfelves to thc^ 
lludy of the fclences. There are generally four thoufand in tile ' 
Academy, or Gymnafium, at Canton, 

The Chinefe attach the higheft importance to the examina* 
tions they undergo, becaufe thofe who get through them fuc- 
eefsfully are defttned to fill the different polls in tlie Admini- 
firation, even the moft eminent. 

Very curious details concerning thefe examinations, and the 
attendant formalities, are to be found in the Letires Edifianies^ 
page 125. {Fr. Ed.) 

Fou-yuen. 

This 18 the governor of a great city, and of a portion of 
territory forming the diftridt round. Four of the pxttvinccs 
of China have Fou-yuens for their immediate Chiefs, 

Gats* 

Thofe which 'mark the feparation of the provinces, and of 
which the author mentions one in the coutfe of the work, are 
great and heavy gates of wood, with their hinges let into the 
rock* They are carefully guarded, and (hut during the night, 

Gongom« 

The Oongom is a copper bafon fufpended by a cord, anl 
fttuck With a very large flick. Thxs iofirument, which ta very 

Toflorousf 
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ibnbrous^ has the found of a fmall or large bell> accordiing as ^ 
is of greater or finaUer fize. 

The word Oongom is not Chinefe ; for it is ufed in Africa to‘ 
£gnlfy a large drum^ which is alfo called Tamfani in other 
African cotmtries. 

The Ghinefe word for Gongom Is Lo, In the Memotres Chimtsi 
yoL ii. of the quarto edition^ is a. very curious defcription of 
the manner of making it, given by the learned M, Amiot, who 
fays that It is compofed of a mixture of copper^ tin, and bif- 
muth, in the proportion of ten parts of copper, three of tin^ 
and one of bifmuth. {Fr. 

Hou-pou. 

Is the principal officer of the cuftomS, and reccI^cr-gcnerEi 
of the taxes. It Is merely an office, and not a dlffln£l rank 
among the Mandarins ; for a Mandarin with a white button^ 
and even with a clear blue button^ ihay be equally appointed 
Hou pou^ 

Jos. 

' A Chinefc generical word, figiufylng 

Lamas, 5're Thibet, 

League, 

As often as the word league occurs in this work, it muft 
be underilood as a league of 25 to the degree, and equal to 
2,282 toifes. 

It muft alfo be obferved that the diftances, mentioned In 
thofe parts of the jcurncy performed by water, are thofe actu- 
ally travelled, in following the courfe of the rivers and canalsy 
and not the pofttive diftance from one place to another, 

Lima Is).ands, 

ThdTc are little Iflands, or rather fmall and barren rocks, 
fifteen or fixteen In number, fltuated at about five leagues' dl& 
tance from the river of Canton, 
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Li. 

A Chiiiefe itinerary meafure. 250 Li make a degree of 
latitude. Now, as a degree of latitude is eftimated at 25 
Mkgues of 2^280 toifes eachj it is equivalent to 579O50 toifeB* 
A It is confequently equal aaSf toifes* The toife is fix French 
feet. (/>. £</.) 

Lingua. 

This term is Portuguefe* 

Mahometans* 

We find in the Memoires Ckinois, tom. 5, in 410* page 24^ that 
Gengis-ian introduced Mahometans Into China> and that about 
165O9 the Emperor Chun-chy drove out thofe who were ftill 
in poiTellion of the chair of mathematics. 

As to the motive of the expulfion of the Mahometans from 
China in 17841 which agrees with that mentioned by the 
author, when fpeaking of the Mofque, which he found at 
Hong*tcheou^fou^ a very circumllantial account of it is given in a 
letter from M. Aniot, a Milfionary, dated the 15th of November, 
1784, and alfo contained in the Memoires Chinois, tom. ii» ia 
4to. page 590. (Fr. Ed.) 

Manchoo. Tartars. 

Measure* 

As often as meafures are not fpecially defignated, they are 
French. (Fr* Ed.) 

Miao* 

A general term for temples dedicated to idols* They are 
very confiderahle buildings in China, and feme of them coil 
immenfe fums. Stc Religion. {Fr. Ed.) 

Money. , Seo Tael* 
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M0NGUL8. See Tartaks* 

MoNquAt 

Or, according to the pronunciation, Moneeua, waa tlk 
Chief of the Company of Cohaag, at the time of which the 
author is fpeaking. (Fr, Ed.) 

Namheuyen. 

This is a Mandarin of^Jufticc, whofe fpecial bufinefs it 
is to maintain the police, and preferve order among the 
inhabitants. 

Paint. 

It appears in the inftru^Uons of the Emperor Kang-h\ to his 
fbns, given in the Mtmoires Chtnois^ quarto edition, vol. ix. 
page 226, that under the preceding dynaily, the cerufs and 
cipnabar confumed by the fervant-girls belonging to the palace^ 
colt ten millions of livres. {Fr. Ed.) 

Palanqvin. 

It is, properly fpeaking, an European fcdan-chair, except 
that- the poles are longer, more elallic, and borne upon the 
ihoulders. There arc fome which are open, and others that are 
more or Icfs richly painted, according to the ufes, and the 
perfons, for which they arc intended* 't'he poles or fhafts arc 
fo contrived, that tlie number of bearers may be inercafed ; 
rather out of luxury, and to announce high rank, than for any 
purpofe of real utility. From two to eight porters arc ge* 
neraliy employed; but the Emperor has no lefs than thirty^ 
two. (Fr. £</•) 

PsAcbex’s Feather. 

This feather, ftuck in the cap of a Chinefc, announces that he 
is a great Mandarin of letters, or Milit^iry Mandarin qjF the 
firft rank. 


In 
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th tKe impyerial palace, there are Marfdarins wearing this 
feather, who may be compared to the F‘alets-Jti*CIjambn of 
European Princes. 

. There is alfo a kind of Mandarins who wear a long black 
feather but thel’e two kinds of Mandarins in waiting do hot 
wear their feathers out of the palace, nor even when off duty ; 
while the Mandarins of the hrft rank never lay theits afide. 

p£-KiNO. See Chun-ting-fou. See alfo Temperature. 

At Pe-littgf the north part, in which ftands the Imperial palaccr 
is diftinguiflied by the appellation of the Tartar City ; and all 
the fouth quarter, which properly fpeaking is only the fuburbs of 
Fe-hlrigy is called the Chinefe Citym 

The proper name of this city is Chun-ting fou ; the word 
Pe-king^ w'hich fignifies the Northern Court, being only au 
epithet. But the Europeans have adopted the latter word, be- 
oaufe more eafy to pronounce. 

Picou 

A pieol is equal to a hundred Catis, or a hundred and twentyw 
five French pounds, troy- weight {poids de mare)m (Fr. Ed*\ 

PORTUGUBZE. 

The reader muft not be furprifed in this work, at feveral 
words derived from the Portiigueze, fince Portugueze and 
Englifti are the habitual and commercial tongues of foreigneri 
at Canton. . (Fr. Ed*) 

Prostitu’tes. 

Gemelle reproaches Nieuhoff with faying, that there are wo- 
men of' that defeription in China; but the fa6l is but too tru^, 
and is proved' unequivocally by what the Author fays upon the*- 
fubjedt 

• % 
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On the river of Panton there are boats with women of plea** 
furr in them. With thefe women^theChinefe of the townfume* 
times pafs thice or four days together. 

' They are trained up by , other women, who carry on this 
ihamefiil traffic ; and are fo inftrii6^ed as to be ignorant of 
nothing lafcivions or immodeft. As the Chinefe experience no 
tendernefs from their wives, they are fond of this fort of immo- 
rality. 

* 

Among thefe girls there arc fome who at the age of tei^ 
years are already withered*^aud worn out by the exccfs of their 
* oompl^ifance. 

Several of them fometimcs join the execution of what they 
have been taught, or what they have devifed to inflame the ima- 
gination of their admirers. (Fr.^rf.) 

Red Candles. 

They are made of a kind of tallow extrafted from a tree, 
and are coated with tallow of a harder kind, and after- 
wards painted red. The wick of all the Chinefe candles is of 
baxnboo. 

Rrgency. 

The word Regency is repeatedly ufed in this work to fignify 
government or adminiilration ; as the regency of Batavia, the 
regency of Macao, and even the regency of Canton, that is, 
liic adminiftration of the province of ^angrtong^ intruded to 
the Tfottg^toUi the Fou-yuen^ and the Hou-pou^ who all reiide in 
the city of Canton. (Fr. EdJ) 

Religion. 

The primitive religion of China is that of the ancient pa*- 
triarchs, fuch as Abraham, Melchifedeck, &c. It is from that 
religion that the Emperor derives the title of High Pried of the 
Almighty ; by virtue of which he alone exereifes the functions of 
it in China. 

JThe 
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The fecohd fort of religion, adopted long after the firft, and 
coiifequently when the Chinefe were already embodied hito a 
regular nation, is Idolatry, and Idolatry carried to fuch a length, 
that every one is free to make Gods according to his fancy, fo 
that every head of a family lias fome of his own creation* 

This plurality of G.ods naturally precludes all idea of a par- 
ticular form of worfhip bringing together the members of cer- 
tain fcdls. There are no external pra6lices of devotion among 
the Chinefe, if we except the male and female Bonzes. 

There are, however, principal divinities who are very generally 
revered, and to whom all agree in aferibing a power over fome 
particular thing. The Chinefe fometimes go to the temples of 
thefe divinities to offer them homage ; and to this worfhip the 
women are not altogether llrangers, though they repair to the 
pagodas with great precautions to avoid being fecn ; but this 
has nothing in common, nor comparable with tlie ufage, which 
in certain religions bring together all the individuals who pro- 
fefs it in one common temple. The Bonzes alone aflcmble to 

p>*ay- 

But notwithflanding the almofl univerfal prevalence of ido- 
latry, and notwithftanding its being countenanced by the Em- 
peror himfelf, it is worthy of remark that he never goes to adore 
ail idol, but contents himfelf with fending Mandarins to do fo in 
his Head. 

He profefles piibliekly no other religion than that of the 
Almighty, God of Ifeaven and of Earth \ nor does he offer 
facrinces to any but that Being fuperior to all others, to the 
manes of his anceftors, and to the fpivit of Confucius* 

There are temples or M'mos where obfeene Idols receive a 
tribute of refpeft and devotion from the Chinefe, who generally 
blufh at things which the moft fevere modefly does not blame in 
other countries \ but fuperilition throws as it were a veil over 
thefe images, which prevents Chinefe modefty from being here 
put to the hlufh. 

.^3 
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Samsou. 

A Chluefe liquor drawn from rice by diftillation. The com- 
mon Samfou lias a very difagreeable tafle, but that of the court 
is on the contrary very pleasant. 

Salutes. 

The falutes fired by the Chinefe, in honour cither of the 
Embaffy, or Ambaflador, confiiled in difoharging three fmall 
pifce.s of cannon, or rather pedererqs, ftuck in the ground with 
their muzzles upwards. 

Sampane. 

A Chinefe boat, which carries from five to eight hundred 
weighty They are ufed at Vampou to load and unload the 
European fliips,. which find it impoffible to get beyond thht 
Xoadfied into the river of Canton, on account of the fiiallow- 
nefs of the latter. 

Sapantin. 

*t"hc Portuguefe name for a light veflll, built for going fafi> 
cither with oan or fills, and employed, for that reafon, as ad- 
vice boats beiwecn Canton and Macao. Thcfe veffels alfo ga 
out to f.a. 

Tael. 

A weight of gold or filver, equivalent to an ounce and a 
quarter Frj?nch, or in money to about feven livres ten fous. In 
China a hundred Spanifli dollars ate reckoned woith ft veiity- 
two /ae/s. 

, The Chinefe have no pieces of money but fspcccas pf copper. 

Tartars. 

The Manchoo Tartars are thofc who inhabit Chinefe Eaflern 
Tartary. Expelled from China in 1368, with ths Monguls who 

had 
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liad admitted them, they had their own chiefs under the name of 
Kans till 1 644 » but the Kan of Nin^outay then become Emperor 
of China, and head of the prefent dynally, which confequcntly 
Iprihgs from a Manchoo Tartar, fubjedlcd them all* 

The Mongol Tartars^ who conquered China in 1280, and who 
were driven out In 1 280, inhabit Chinefc Weftern Tartary, They 
are governed by Kans^ or princes, who are all fubjeft to the Em- 
peror of China, as Grand Kan of the Tartars. ( Fr* Ed, ) 

"Temperature. 

I beg the reader here to pardon my entering into a compa- 
Tifon ol temperatures. 

Pe-llng is in 39 degrees 55 minutes north latitude, and Phila- 
delphia in 39 degrees 56, fo that they may be fald to be under 
the fame parallel. 

The winter Is exceedingly cold and fevere at Peding ; and the 
nature of the winter at Philadelphia is the fame. 

N The winter begins earlier at Pigling than at Philadelphia, but 
it Is over equally late at both places. 

At Pe-hlng the north wind is inexprefllbly piercing and pre- 
valent. 

In the city of Philadelphia the fame may be faid of the north- 
weft. 

At Peditig^ water freezes before Reaumur's thermometer has 
fallen to the freezing point, a phcaoraenon alfo obferved at Phi- 
ladelphia. 

There is however In general lefs intcniity, and ftill lefs duration 
in the cold at Philadelphia, than at Pe-ling ; fince In the former 
city tliere are pretty frequently partial thaws, which foften the 
fiirfacc of the ice (for it does not melt till at a degree of heat 
which would melt it in France.) 

As to the fummer It Is fo hot at Peeking that Reaumur’s ther- 
mometer is often at 32 degrees above o (104 of Fahrenheit.) 

c 4 la 
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In 1743 the heat was fo exceffive, that increafing from the 
25th of July to the 25th, it faifed the thermometer, that laft 
to 35 degrees and a half (iii | of Fahrenheit). There 
died within that time at Peeking eleven thoufand four hundred 
perfons, although refreHiments were diftribiited in the ftreets. 

In 1760 the heat killed eight thoufand perfons in lefs than 
two months. 

Philadelphia is without doubt far from experiencing fuch a 
fatal degree of heat; but the thermometer often rifes as high as 
28 degrees of Reaumur (95 of Fahrenheit). Jn the fummer the 
days are burning hot ; they are diftreffing ; and the nights arc 
alnioll as hot as the day. 

Another refemblance between the two places I am fpeaking^ 
of, is the fudden change In the ftate of the atmofphere — a change 
which fometimes amounts to ten or twelve degrees of Reaumur, 
in lefs than twenty-four hours, and frequently to five or fix de- 
grees in a very few hours. This variation is moft frequently 
^odueed at Philadelphia by the north-weft wind. 

The barometer alfo undergoes very fuddeq changes at Phila* 
delphia. 1 haye fqmetin^es obferved there from 6 to 7 lines dif- 
ference in lefs than as many hours. 

Pe-king is then at once colder and hotter than Philadelphia; 
but can the opinion adopted, by the inhabitants of the latter city, 
concerning the favourable alteration that is to take place in both 
feafons, be confidered as well founded, after what we know of 
. Pe-iing, which notwithftanding the clearing of the land fomg 
thoufand years back, ftill remains the fame \ 

I am aware that it may be faid that hfaples and Madrid, whicl\ 
are nearly under the fame parallel of latitude as Pe-ling and Phi- 
ladelphia, enjoy notwithftanding a very different temperature 
from that of thofc two cities. But I believe that we may con- 
clude from that very circumftance, that the clearing of the land, 
from which alone a change of climate feems to be expe<^ed in 

America^ 
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America^ is not the only caufe that operates in producing a par* 
iicular temperature ; and in fpite of all that is faid of the favour- 
able alteration that has taken place in the laft 6o yearsy I doubt 
whether that opinion, though pretty generally received, deferves 
entire confidence. Nothing is more fubjedt to error than Judg- 
ments formed concerning the ftate of the atmofphereji when they 
are only founded upon our fenfations- (Pn 

Thibet. 

A kingdom tributary to China, and bordering upon it to the 
weftward. The priefts are there called Lamas, and there the 
Grand or DalaULama has his refidence. (Fr. Ed*) 

Tides. 

Father Martin, in his geographical defcription of China, 
torn. 8, in folio, du Recueil des Voyages de Thevenqt, page 
141, rpe^^s of the movement of the tide at Hong^tcheim^fou 
mef^tioned by M. Van Braam. He even pretends that iit 
month of Odlober it is accompanied by very extraordinary clr* 
cumfiances. 

Tubes. 

The autlior’s fpeaking of the fhade of trees on the 27th 
x)f November, is by no means furprizing, when it is con- 
fidered that he was ftill in the province of ^ang' 4 ong, where 
the foreft trees never lofe their leaves, but only change them in 
the fpring, the winter being there fcarccly perceptible. 

The fruit trees, on the contrary,* fhed their leaves in the 
months of September and Odlober. 

Tsdng-tou. 

Is, properly fpeaking, a Vice-roy governing a province. 
This employ is the moft elevated that can be held by a 
Udandarin of the firft rank, who is not officially refident 
at Court. Only eight of the fifteen provinces of China arc 

governed 
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governed by Tfong^toust three of whom have two provinces 
fubjedlt to their ad mlniftration. The four remaining are fuper- 
intended by Fou-yuensm 

The authority of a Ffong-tou is very great. He is never ad- 
drelTed without marks of the moft profound refpe(Sl : no Chinefc, 
unlefs a Mandarin, is ever allowed even to fpeak to him but on 
his knees. The title given liim by his countiymen in addrefiing 
him is moft fiiitably tranflatcd by that of Highnejs, 

Wall (Great). 

Which is the boundaiy of China towards Tartary. 

The annals of China fay it‘^was begun under one Prince, three 
hundred and three yeat s before the Chriilian icni ; that it was 
then continued by two otlicrs ; that a fourtli united thtfe lirft 
thr^e pcrlioiis ; and that it was completed more than two hun- 
dred- years after. See Mlmoirrs Chhiois^ tom. 2, in 4to. p. 461. 

' The Chinefc call the great wall 0 uan 4 Uichar.g tchlng^ that is, 
the great wall of ten thoufmd A’. 

It docs not, however, with all its windings and turnings com- 
prife more than five hundred leagues. It is twenty or twenty- 
five feet high, and broad enough in foine places for fix horfes to 
pafs abreaft. In fome parts it is carried over mountains almoft 
inacceilible, and is in one place, according to Father Verbieft, 
eight hundred and lixty-four toifes above the level of the fea. In 
fome places it is alfo carried over rivers upon arches. 

Since the Tartars fubdued China, fome few paffages arc alor.c 
kept in repair. The reft is falling to ruins. 

See Hyioire Gtncrale de la Chines par Maillay tern. 2, in 4to. 

page 373* (^r.EcL) 

Yellow 

Is the colour fet apart for the Imperial Family in China. 

All the princes of the blood, defeended in a right line from the 
founder of the dynafty, wear a yellow girdle. In the collateral 
branches, the girdle is orange- colour. 
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There is no fear of any other individual wearing that colour, 
becaufe in the Epiplre of China, the drefs of every one is fixed 
V by law, from the Emperor, to the very loweft clafles. 

There are fometimes articles of drefs in which yellow appears, 
although they do not belong to Nfemhers of the Imperial Family. 
Such are the robes given to celebrated warriors. But tliofe vcll- 
inents have fomething i.i their form which exhibits a ftriking 
difference, at the fame time that the yellow colour excites the 
idea of a great favour conferred. (Fr. Ed,) 

Y-tay-ykn. 

This is a Court Mandai in, and member of thc^reat tribunal 
for the adminiftration of public affairs. 
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Of the Journey made by the Dutch EmbaJJy to 
the Court of the Emperor of China, from Can^ 
ton to Peeking', ferving to explain the Map 
itferted at the beginning of thefirji Volume, 


November, 1794. 

aa. We fet ofF (by water upon the river) from 
Quang-cheou fou, in the province of (Canton) ^ang^ 
tong. 

33. Fochan; a city without walls, of conliderable 
commercial confcquence. 

San Cheuyc-chen. 

24. Tfing-yun-chen. . 

26. In-te-chen. 

28 . Chao-tcheou-fou. 

1794, Degember. 

Nanhiong*fou. 

From thence wc travelled over the mountains called 
Moilmg-chan to Nan-ngan-fou, in the province of 
Kiang-Ji. 

From thence wc refumed our journey by the riven 

4* N an-hang-chen . 

5. Kan-tcheou-fou. 

6 . Nan-ngan-cben. 
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7. Tai*ho-chcflu 
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7. Tai ho-chen. 

Ki-nganfou. 

8. Ki-chauyc - chert. 

Kia-kiang-chen. 

Siii-tu-chen. 

9. Tong -ching-chen. 

* 10. Tfa-tfirt fe, which is on the oppofite fide. 

N an-tchang -fou. 

Thence we proceeded by land, being ftill in the pro- 
vince of Kiang-fi. 

II. Kieii-tchang-chen. 

Ta-ngan-chen. 

13. Kieou-kiang fou. 

■*’ Liang-kiang. A village. 

Then through the province of Hou^quang^ 

14. Houang mpy-chen. 

15. Ting citing chan. 

Through the province of Kiang-nam* 

16. Fong chang^y. A village. 

I'ay-ha-chcn. 

Tcheou-tfi-eck. A town. 

17. Tfien-chan chen. 

Tcheou-louffhau. A town. 

18. Tau-tchong-y. A village. 

Tong-ching-chen. 

Tay-qua-fe. A village. . 

- Yu-chiiig-chcn. 
a2.‘ Tau*chan-chen. 

Koun-eck. A town, 
aj. Liu-tcheou-fou. 

Tin-fau-fe. A village. 


24. Lian^-chan- chen. 
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24. Liang-chan-chcn. 

Ho-chan-ek. A town. 
Chiiig-kiou-ck. A town. 

25. Ting-yuii-chcn. 

26. Hoiig-chang-chen. 
Liii-ouay-chen. 

27. Hau-kiaiig-po. A town. 
Cau-chan-ek. A town. 

28. V’ha-chan-y. A villager 
Sieou-tcheou. 

29. Y-cau-y. A town. 
Tau-chan-ek. A town. 

30. Siu-tcheou. 

Li-cok-ck. A town. 

31. Long'Chong, A village. 
Tong y-lau. A village. 

Through the province of Chaji^tong^ 
Chau-cau ing. A town. 

1795, "January. 

Kay-hau. A village. 
Lani-ching-chen. 

Tang-chen.- 

Kay-hau-y-chen. 

Tfco-chcn. 

2. Yen -tcheou-fou. 

Ouen-chang- chen. 

3. Tong-ping- tcheou. 

T ong-ngo-chen . 
Fong-ching-ek. A town. 

4. Y i n-pi ng-chen . 

Ji-ou-chan.. A town* 
Kaortang-tcheou. 


5. Nghen-chen 
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5. Nghcn-chcn, 

Te-tcheou. 

Through the province 
King-tcheou. 

6. Fau*ching-chen. 

Kien- chen. 

7. Ho-kien-fou. 

Lin-chou fing. A town. 
Yin-kion-chen^^ 

Hiong-chen. 

8. S in-chi ng-«chen. 

Tfo-cheou. * 

9. Liang-hiang-clien. 

Lo-ko-kiou. A town. 

Fee-chi ng-fc. A city. 

^ Chun-ting-foiij or Pc--king» 

RETURN OF THE EMBASSY. 

, Through the province of Tchi-Vu 
1795 > 

15. Fce-ching-fe. 

Chin-tcheou-tin. A village. 

16. Liang-hiang-chen. 

Tan-tlin-y. A town.^ 

Tfo-tcheou. 

17. Fan-koun, A village.. 
Sin-ching-chen. 

18# Pay-hau-fe. A fmall place. 

Hiong-chen. 
ig, Ycn-kiou-chcn. 

Y-li-pou. A town. 


fto* Ho*kien-fou. 
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40 * Ho-kien-fou* 

Hicn-chcn. 

2r- Chin-ka-kien. A fmall place. 

Fau-ching-chen. 

22. King-tcheou. 

Through the province of Chan-tor g 
Te-tcheou*. 

23. Ping-yuen-^chen. 

24. Un-chan-kiou. A town. 

Yu-ching-chen. * 

Tfi-ho-chen-onfang. A town. 

25. Tfi-ho-chen. 

Chang-tfin-chen-onfang. A town. 
Chang-tfin-chen. 

Chang-haya. A village. 

26. Kong-chan-pu. A town. 

Kong-chan-chiou. 

Song-ching-chen. 

Tay-ngan-tcheou. 

27. Chui-ku-chan. A town. 

Y ong-lau-chen. 

28. Sin-tay-chen. 

Mong-in-chen. 

1795, March. 

1. Kiang'Cha-lin. A town* 

Teu-chang-y. A town. 

Tfang-ti-tfi. A village. 

2. Poun-chan. A village. 

Sin-cong-y. A hamlet. 

* Hence the road is no longer the fame as that by which the AmbaC. 
fador went to Fe-king. 

d Sin-cong-chen. 
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Sin-cong*chcn. 

3. Li-ca-chong. A town. 

Sau-yi-pu. A village. 

4. Yen-cliin-chen. 

Kiang-vho-fau-y. A village. 

Through the province of Kiang-nam. 

Tcheou-mou. A village. 

5. Sang-hau-che. A village. 

Su-tficn-chcn. 

In-hau-che. A village. 

6. Tfong-king-clie. A town. 

Von-ca-fen. A town. 

8. Sin-can-pu. A town. 

Then by water through the fame province. 
Tfin-ho-chen. 

Houay-ngan-fou. 
g. Pau-in-chcn. 

12. Kau-you-tchcou. 

Yang-tchcou-fou. 

17. Qua-tcheou, 

Ching-kiang-fou. 

18. Tang-yang-chen. 

1 9. C li ang- tcheou-fo u. 

20. Vou-fi-chen. 

21. Sou-tcheou-fou. 

22. Un-kiang-chen. 

Through the province of Tche-kiang* 

23. Che-men-chen. 

24. Hong tcheou-fou. 

25. By land 20'//, as far as the town called Tfak-hauj 
and then by water. 

28. Fu-yang-chcn. 


29. Tong-lu-chcn, 
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29. Tong-lu-chen. 

30. Yen-tcheou-fou. 

31. Laii-ki-chcn. 

I 79 S> 

2. Long-you-chcn. 

3. Kiou-tcheou-fou. 

4. Chang-chan-chcn. 

5. By land 85 //, as far as the city of Chu-chau- 
chen, in the province of Kiang li, and then by water. 

7. Quang-fin-fou. 

8. Ko-yang-chen. 

9. Qua-ki-chen. 

10. N gan-y in -chen . 

11. Yu-kan-chen. 

13. Nan-tchang-fou*. 

15. Tong-chi ng-chen. 

17. Sin-tu-chen. 

1 8* Kia-kiang-chcn. 

19. Ki chauye-chcn. 

20. Ki-ngan-fou. 

21. Tay-ho-chen. 

23. Nan-ngan-fou. 

27. Kan-tcheou-fou. 

29. Nan-hang-chen. 

1795, May. 

I. Nan-ngaa-fou. 

3. By land 120 11 , croffing again the mountains of 
Motling-chang, as far as the city of Nan-hiong«.fou, in 
tlie province of ^ang-tong. 


• Here the Embafly returned to the road by which it had gone to 

5. Chao-tcheou-fou. 
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C hao-tcheou -fou. 

6. In-te-cheiiy>. 

7. Tfing -yaif -cheri. 

*8. San-cheuye-chen. 

9. Fo-chan. A city without walls, but equally 
commercial with Quang-tong. ^ 

10. Quang-tcheou-fou, or Quang-tong.^ 


Although the places not inclofed by walls, and the 
villages mentioned in the Itinerary are not indicated by 
figures, it is eafy ncverthelefs to conceive the direftion 
in which they lie, as a dotted line marks the road we 
purlucd. 

The cities which terminate in fou^ are thofe of the 
firft order 5 tcheou defignates thofe of the fecond ; and 
the final fyllable chen^ thofe of the third order. 
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JOURNEY 

OF THE EMBASSr 

Of THX 

DUTCH EAST-INDIA COMPANt 

TO THE COURT OF THE El»fPEROR OF CHINA, 

IN THE TEARS 1794, AMD I795. 


April a, 1794. 

On the ad of April, 1794, at noon, a vifit 
was paid me by the Namheuyun * of the city of 
Quang-tcheou-fou, (commonly called Quang-tongi 
and by the French, Canton), accompanied by the 
merchant Monquoy Chief of the Cohang, After 
the ufual civilities, the Mandarin, whom Monqua 
ferv^^ as an interpreter, informed me that he 

* For an explanation of tlua» and the other Chinefe words* at 
well aS of ieveral fafts* allufions* and other localities* the reader 
is refetred to the alphabetical notes immediately preceding the 
work* As molt of them relate* in the firft in&nce at leaft* 

• to the firft volume* it has been thought better to place them there* 
.than to put them at the end of the work* as was done by the 
French Editor* 

VoL. L B 
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^as fent by thie Tfong-tou, who wiflied to know* 
whether the'^Outch Eaft-India Company would 
not adopt, the idea of fending a Deputy to 
to congratulate the Emperor on the anniverfary 
of his acceflion to the Throne, which his Majefty 
was going to celebrate for the fixtieth time. He 
added, that the Englifli, as well as the Portu- 
guefe fettled at Macao^ had manifefted an inten- 
tion to take a parkin that remarkable event, and 
that as the Dutch nation was one of the firft 
eftabliflied in China, the Tfong-tou would feel a 
real fatisfa£tion at feeing a reprefentative of the 
Company attend at the folemnity. I might even 
in the opinion of the Namheuym go to 'Pe~^ing 
in quality of Envoy, provided I could obtain 
from ray immediate fuperiors, letters of credit, 
addredes of congratulation for the Emperor, and 
reconimendaiions to the Tfong-tou. 

After exprefling the gratitude I felt for this 
kind overture of the Tfong-toUy I fpoke of ^ op- 
portunity which fortunately prefented itfelf of 
communicating it to the CommilTaries-General, 
lately arrived at Batavia from Holland, and of 
my conviflion that the wilhes of the Tfong-tou 
would be fulfilled. 
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The Namheuym afked within what -fpace of 
time I might expeft to receive an anfwer. I an- 
fwered that five months would be fufHcient, and 
that it would not require more than feven for the"^ 
Arrival of an Envoy at Macao y in cafe one fhould 
be feiit. 

On hearing this, he teftified q great deal of fatis- 
fa£tion j and requefted me to ufe al 1 poffible diligence 
in the execution of my promife, of which he would 
give immediate information to the Tfong-tou, He 
charged me exprCfsly to recommend the meafure 
to the Great Mandarins of Batavia, and to prefs 
them to adopt it without delay. I alfured him 
repeatedly that he might depend upon my zeal. 

The Mandarin then obferved to me, that the 
Pe~king journey was to take place in March 1795. 
The obje£l of his miflion being now fulfilled, he 
rofe, after having accepted a glafs of Cape wine j 
and when he retired, with an air expreffive of his 
fatisfaftion, I fhowed him all the cuftomary 
marks of honour, by attending him to his pa- 
lanquin. 

Two veflels, belonging to private individuals 
of Bombay, and commanded by Captains Ri- 
chardfon and Douglas, being ftill in the road of 

B2 Vampody 
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P'ampoUi which" they were to leave in a fortnight, 
in order to return to Bombay, by way of Batavia, 
I determined to avail myfelf of the opportunity to 
'inform their- Excellencies the CommifTaries Gene- 
ral of the invitation I had received. I wrote to 
them, in conHepuence, a circumftantial difpatch, 
the copy of which will be found under the letter 
A, among the documents which I have thought 
proper to add to this work. 

The- •Commiffaries General, having received 
my difpatches, determined to fend an Embafly, 
and -his Excellency M. Ifaac Titzing, one of the 
Ordinary Counfellors of the Grand Council of the 
Dutch Indies, was the perfon chofen to go to 
Pe-king in quality of Ambaflador. 

July. On the 17th of July, 1794, I re- 
ceived notice of this appointment by a fmall 
Englilh veiffel-from Batavia, which brought me a 
letter from the Ambaflador himfelf, informing 
me that I ^as to be employed as fecond in the 
Embafly. I haftened to convey this news from 
Macao to the Dutch merchants of Canton, and 
to requeft them to communicate it to the Tfong- 
tou, that proper preparations might be made for 
the reception of his Excellency. A few days 
after, I received an anfwer, acquainting me that 

the 
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the Tfong-tot{, the Fou-yuen, the Hou-fiou, and the 
other Mandarins, had learnt the appointment of 
an Ambaffador with great fatisfaftion j that or- 
ders had been given for his being received with 
cve^ mark of diftin£lion; and that I was requeft- 
edvto fend off, without lofing a fingle moment, 
an exprefs from Macao to Canton, as foon as I 
Ihould hear of the arrival of our Ihips. They 
added, that it was fuppofed that the Ambaffador 
would come direfilly in his own veffel to Vamfou, 
whither the Hou-pou would repair in perfon, to 
compliment his Excellency j and that two Man- 
darins, of inferior rank, would be charged to go 
and congratulate him at the head of all the Co~ 
hangifi merchants as foon as he fliould arrive at 
the Mouth of the Tygrisy (Bocca-Tygris), 

September. I waited till the beginning of the 
month of September at Macao, for the arrival of 
our Ihips, with the refolution of fetting off on the 
ioth for Canton, with all the perfons belonging 
to the Direfition, of which I was at the head. 
We went on board accordingly on the 9th. 

In the afternoon of the fame day, I was in- 
formed by an American Supercargp (Mr. Olm- 
ilead) at the moment of his arrival, that he had 
been on the 3d of the fame month, near P«/o- 
B 3 Condor^ 
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Condor y on boa^d of our ^lip the Siamy and tha| 
he had converfed with the AmbalTador, who ha 4 
given him a letter for me. Mr. Olmftead thought 
it probable that, our, ilpps, which were four ii^ 
number, might arrive in three days at Macao j 
but our baggage being already embarked, I per* 
lifted in my determination to go to Cunt on. I di- 
rcfted Radinel, a Supercargo, to remain at Macao, 
and compliment the* Anabaffador the moment he 
fliould appear in the road ; to ftay on board and 
accompany him to Canton ; and to iofe no opr 
portvinity of making himfelf of ufe. 

loth. Setting off from Macao on the loth of 
September, we arrived off Canton at twelve at 
night, when it was too late to go on ihore.. 
Early in the morning of the 13th we repaired to 
the Faftory, whither we had . been preceded by 
a Safientin, bearing the agreeable news that the 
four fliips of the Company, the Siamy the Wajh~ 
ington, the Swan, and the Sea Flower, had calt 
anchor near the Lema Iflands. 

On the following day, the Hou-pnt was ac-r 
quainted that the Ihips were approaching Macao, 
and on the ? 5th I refolved to fet off in a great 
for BoppaTTygris, in order to prefent my : 
refpefts to the AnabalJador. The Hou-Jiva hayingi 

granted 
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granted ,ine a chap (paffport) I arrived on the 
ijtb, towards noonj at the CaJHe^ one of the 
forts that defend the entrance of Bocca-Tygris, 
and at half paft two I got on board the Siam. I 
cordially congratulated his Excellency, who 
in return added every mark of confideration to 
a very friendly reception. 

In the afternoon, two Mandarins came to in- 
form his Excellency that the Cafiles were going 
to falute him ; and an inftant after they fired their 
guns, which were anfwered by three vollies from 
the Siam, for each Cajlle» agreeably to the cuftom 
of the Chinefe. 

1 3th. The wind on the 1 8th having ftiifted to 
the North, and the veffel being confequently able 
to make but little way, I took leave of his Ex- 
cellency with his own confent, and fet off for 
Canton, where 1 landed on the 19th early in the 
afternoon. I there prepared my apartments in 
fuch a way as to make them fit lodgings for the 
AmbalTador, and took poffeffion of thofe belong- 
ing to the fecond in the Direction, 

2zd. At length the Siam aririved at Vamfiou. 
The following morning I repaired on board, aci 
companied by all the Members of the Council, 

B 4 to 
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to pay oiir refpefts to his Excellency in a body, 
and to exprefs the pleafure we felt at his arrival. 
We fet off again for the Faftory in the afternoon, 
leaving-, on board the Ihip three Deputies from 
the Council, to accompany the AmbalTador as 
far as Canton, whither he was to repair after the 
vifit of the Hou-poUf which was fixed for the next 
day. 

24th. On the 24th I returned to the (hip, in 
compliance with the wifhes of that Mandarin, 
who was defirous that his vifit Ihould be paid to 
me in common with the AmbaiTador. 

It was about eleven o’clock when the Hou-pou 
came on board. I wen^ to receive him as far as 
the top of the ladder, and condufled him to the 
cabin of the AmbaiTador. He congratulated his 
Excellency, on his arrival, and teftified the plea- 
fure he felt at feeing him tl;iere. 

He afterwards made inquiry in a veiy particular 
manner into the motive of Embafiyj and being' 
told in anfwer that it had no other objeft than to 
congratulate the Emperor on his entry into the 
iixtieth year of his reign, he perfifted again in 
alking if his Excellency were not charged with 
any other mifiion. Being again alTured that he 

was 
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was not» he repeated, that in cdfe any thing 
were to be propofed to his' Imperial Majefty, of 
any nature whatever, it muft be mentioned be- 
forehand, becaufe it was necelTary that the Ck>urt 
fliould have previous information. He was told 
a third time, that nothing whatever was meant 
but to offer congratulations and prefents to the 
Emperor. He then required the Ambaff^dor 
and me to declare upon our honour that we fpoke 
the truth j a requeft with which we readily 
complied. 

He next ailced to fee the letter addreffed to his 
Imperial Majefty. His Excellency gave him a 
copy, which the Mandarin did not think what it 
ought to be, and of which he conlidered the out- 
lide as much too plain. Being told that the 
original contained a Chinefe tranflation, he 
delired permiftion to break open the cover, that 
he might fee the contents of the letter, and 
indicate the, neceffary changes; affuring the 
Ambaflador, that it was a thing indifpenfable, 
and of the laft neceftity to communicate the 
contents to the Emperor beforehand. 

His Excellency made anfwef, that he hoped 
the Hou-pou would have the goodnefs to reftify 
every thing which might appear amift, and to 

give 
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give him all the information of -which he Hood liT 
need ; that he placed the utmoft confidence iff 
him } that he was free to break the feal of the- 
letter; and that in refpe£t to the Chinefe tranfr 
}ation m^de at Batavia, his Excellency was fo far 
from venturing to warrant its fidelity, that he 
availed himfelf of the prefent opportunity to re-!* 
quell that a better might be made. 

• The' Hou-pou opened the letter, examined the 
form of it, and promifed to have it tranllated 
anew. He afterwards propofed to carry the 
letter away with him, in order to fhew it to the 
y/ong-tou, promifing to return it to his Excels 
Jency by the hands of the merchant Paonk^^it, 
with inftruftions concerning the alterations that 
it might be deemed expedient to make. 

After this converfation, which lafted at leaft 
half ah hour, the Hou-Jiet( accepted a glafs of 
Cape wine, rofe and took his leave j not without 
telling us it was his intention to fet off for Pe- 
hingt and that he hoped td' fee his Excellency 
pnd me at court in the enjoyment of perfefil 
health. I attended him as far as the Ihip’^ fide, 
where frefh civilities paffed between us. He 
then fet off, after having a prefent for the 
Amboffadbr put qu hoafd the eonfifling 

of 
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pf fever^l hea<J of cattle, fruit, and other pro- 
yifions. 

. As foon as the Hou-pou had quitted the Ihip J 
alfo took leave of his Excellency and went to 
Canton, in order to be ready to receive him at 
the Faftory before dinner; the Ambaffadov 
having refufed with the grpateft pplitenefs the 
offer which the Hou-fiou had juft made him of 
coming the following day, with fome great 
fianest to take him on (hore in ftate. 

I had been but a very little time on fliore, 
inrhen the Ambaffador arrived in his boat, accom- 
panied by the Members of the Council, who had 
remained yrith him as deputies, and followed by 
the boats of the three other fliips, which had 
come to anchor on the morning of the fame day 
at Vampou. In thefe boats were the captains of 
thp four Ihips. 

I went, as well as the other members of the 
Direftion, to receive his Excellency on the ftairs 
that go down to the river, and conduced him to 
the Council Chamber, where I feated him in the 
Prefident’s' chair, I then addrelTed to him a 
compliment, accompanied by every mark of rcr 
fpe€t, .and the M^nibers of the Coqncil followed 
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my example. His Excellency anfwered us in a 
manner fuitable to the occafion: and after he had 
remained feated for a moment, I propofed to 
conduct him to the apartments' deftined for his 
ufe, to which he agreed. We then walked out 
in order to lit down to table j the ceremonial of 
the day being thus brought to a conclufion. 

4 

I Ihould have faid, that, on the zid of Sep- 
tember, the Fou-yuen had fent two Mandarins, 
with three merchants of Canton, on board of the 
Siam, to vifit the AmbaiTador on his part and on 
that of the TJong-tou, who happened hot to be at 
Canton at that time, and to exprefsr to him the 
fatisfa£iion which his coming bccalioned in the 
Empire of China. 

It was on the a4th that the Tfong-tou returned 
from a journey which he had made to the pro- 
vince of Quang-Jt, which, like that of Quang-tong^ 
was fubject to his adminiftration j but the Four 
yuen being obliged to fet off the fame day, and 
to go and examine the damages occalioned by 
an inundation, at the diftance of two or three 
days journey, his unforeleen abfence determined 
the TJong-tou to fend, on the following day, two 
principal Mandarins to wait upon the Anibaf- 

fador. 
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lador, and to tell him, that he was prevented by 
that circumftance from giving him an audience. 

a^th. On the 25th th^ Tfong-tm fent his Ex- 
cellency two oxen, four flieep, four hogs, ten 
geefe, ten ducks, ten fowls, two fmall chefts' of 
Souchong tea of twenty-five cati*s each (thirty-one 
pounds and a quarter troy weight) ; two bar- 
Tels of red candles \ and (ikteen half bags of 
rice. 

26th. The agents of the foreign nations, w 1 m> 
had already returned from Macao to Canton, 
having come to pay the Ambaflador their com- 
pliments of congratulation on his arrival, his 
Excellency, on the 26th, returned a vifit to each 
of them individually. 

The fame day the Sub-Namheuyen came to fee 
the Ambaflador, and furniflied him with a guard 
of four foldiers, who had direflions to keep 
good order among the Chinefe, before the Fac- 
tory, during his Excellency’s ftay. 

* 

The Fott-yuen having returned from his journey 
at the clofe -of the day, the next evening the 
merchant Paonkequa, fecond Chief or Dire£lor of 
the Company of Cohangi/lSt came to announce, 

1 that 
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ilisit} at the breaking up of a conference of tlieS 
Tfottg-im^ the Fbu-yuen, and the HoU-pou, thefe 
Mandarins had ordered him to make a tranf- 
lation of the letter addreded by the CommifTaries 
General of India to the Emperor. The confe- 
quence was^ that almoft immediately afterwards^ 
pouqua and Pouayqua, members of the CiAaftg, as 
well as the firft clerk of Kiouqua, another member 
of that Company, joined P^onkequa in my apart*^ 
ment, in order to tranflate the letter, which I 
dictated to them in Englifli, into the Chinefe 
tongue. It was paft midnight before our work, 
'was at an end, 

28th. On the 23th in the afternoon anothef 
Mandarin was^fent to alk me for an explanation 
of fome expreffions that occurred in the letter. 

As to the prefeftts that were to be offered to 
the Emperor in the name of the Dutch Nation, 
the Ambaflador acquainted the Hou-pou, Sit the 
time of the vifit paid him by that Mandarin on 
board of the Siam, that he had only brought a 
few articles, becaufe he had been informed that 
Others were to be met with at Canton. He 
therefore begged the Hou-pou to have the good- 
nefs to affift him in this refpeft by pointing out 
the things he might think . bed calculated, to 

pleafe 
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pleafe his Imperial Majefty j and this the Mari- 
darin promifed to do. Accordingly, after the 
Tfottg-toUy the Fott-yuen, and the Houpou had had 
a confultation, the latter charged PaonkSqua to 
deliver to the AmbalTador a lift of twenty-four 
articles, which we fliould be at liberty to pur- 
chafe, and of which it was probable the price 
would not exceed the fum the Commiftaries 
General of Batavia had ftxed ^as the value of the 
prefents. 

As this happened to be the time of an annual 
ceremony which gives to the Tfong-tou, and the 
other Mandarins of the ftrft rank a great deal of 
occupation for feveral days together, viz. the 
ejramination of the ftudents, and the ceremonial 
of the infcription of the names of thofe who de- 
ferve to be put upon the lift of candidates for a 
degree, the audience which he was to give to 
the AmbalTador was again deferred. 

In the mean time the purpofed changes in the 
letter deftined for his Imperial Majefty were 
made ; and as a great deal of aftonilhment had 
been Ihewn at its being written upon paper^ inr 
ftead of being, upon parchment, like the Ambaf- 
fador’s commiflion, I tpok, in order to remedy 
this inconvenience, a large Ikjn of parchment 
. a, upon 
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upon which i had a border painted of flowers in 
feftoons and lions rampants I then palled the 
fetter upon the parchment, and by thefe means 
the objection was removed. 

Another difliculty remained, which was, that 
it was neceflary that the letter Ihould be put 
into^ p’urfe of yellow fatin, with a dragon em- 
broidered u|^on it in gold;' and that afterwards 
the purfe fllould be inclofed in a box gilt all 
over, having in like manner a dragon in relief. I 
fulfilled all this part of the ceremonial likewife,. 
fo that the principal bufinefs of the Embafly was 
properly provided for; the letter having been- 
put into the purfe, together with a lift, written 
upon yellow fatin, of the prefents that, were to 
be offered to the Emperor. 

ORoba. On the 3d of Oftober a vilit was 
paid to his Excellency by the four principal 
Mandarins of the Regency of Canton,' fent by 
the Tfong-tou, viz. the Pau-tcAong~tfut or Grand 
Treafurer; the OiHcha-tfu, or Chief Juftice; 
the Gim-oitan-tfu, or Superintendant of the Im- 
perial Magazines of Salt ; and the Leong-tau, or 
Firft Infpeflor of the Magazines of Rice. When 
the ufual compliments were over, thefe four 
Mandarins afked^ in the name of the Tfong-tou^ 

•: why 
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I 

^vhy a Chtnefe tranflation had been added at 
iBatavia to the letter for the Emperor j why our 
Monarch had not ligned the letter j and why 
there vvas only the feal of the Duteh Eaft India 
Company, without that of the four Mandarins 
(the four Commiffaries General) by whom it wa8 
figned, being affixed to iti 

By means of ah ihterpreter,* the Ambaffador 
gave them in detail every explanation which they 
tould defire; They appeared fatisfied, and after 
having drunk a cup of tea, and a glafs of wine* 
took their leave. 

It rinufl neceffarily appear lingular to the reader^ 
that the TJong-t<M fhould exhibit fo much fufpicion 
in regard to an Embafly, of which the idea had 
originated with himfelf, and that he fhould ap- 
pear to feek information concerning things, of 
which it was impoffible for him to be ignorant. 
But the Tfong-tou would have been a bungling 
politician if he had not affefled ignorance, and 
if he had not fought to give to an Embafly, fecret- 
ly concerted with himfelf, the appearance of an 
homage voluntarily paid to the Emperor. It may 
alfo be obferved, that ill-intentioned people had 
taken a pleafure in circulating falfities, with a 
view of thwarting the projeft. The Tfong-tou 

VoL I. C was 
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was therefore obliged to aft- with the greateft 
circumfpeftion, left he ftiould give umbrage to 
the other Mandarins. 

The jealoufy and hatred of certain Europeans 
had inftigated feveral Chinefe merchants to infi- 
nuate that the Embafty was not fent by the 
Chief of the Dutch nation ; that this Chief 
was riot a King ;*and that the Ambaffador was 
not a great Mandarin. They had alfo fpread fe- 
veral other difadvantageous reports. It was very 
fortunate for us, that the Regency of Canton en- 
tertained -fuch an opinion of the Dutch national 
charafler, and of the peaceful and fedate con- 
du£t of the individuals of our nation, as infured 
the fuccefs of an Embafty which had been fo in- 
duftrioufly traduced. 

The Tfong-tou continued to Ihew a great deal 
pf attention to the Ambaffador. He fent, every 
two or three days, a Mandarin to my houfe, 
with directions to alk after the health of his Ex- 
cellency, and to enquire if he was in want of any 
thing,' in order that it might be procured. 

The Chinefe tranflation of the letter that had- 
jbeen made by the merchants whom ,I have 
named above, and to whom I had dictated it in 
2 Englilh, 
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Ehglifli, was afterwards put by the TJong-tou, into 
the hands of the Tau-tchong-tfu'SxA the On-tcha-tju^ 
in order that they might give it an elegance of Ian- _ 
guage, and a ftile fufficiently dignified to render 
it worthy of the eyes of the Emperor; while I, 
on my part, was collefting the articles intended 
as prefents, fo that every thing might be ready 
upoA the firfl demand. 

lOth. On the loth, tJou-pou, i\iQ,On-tcha- 
tfu, and four or five of the principal Mandarins, 
went to Mr. Beale’s, to fee the pieces of me- 
chanifm, of which he had a great jnumber in 
his warehoufe to fell. Thence they went to 
vifit the Ambaffador, and to enquire after his 
health. The Hou-pcu told his Excellency, that 
'in a fhort time the Court of Pe-king would be ac- 
quainted with his arrival, and that he might reft 
aftured that every thing would be prepared for 
his departure, as foon as an anfwer tliould be re- 
ceived from the Court. On the following day, 
the Taytou, or General of the Troops of the Pro- 
vince of Quang-totiy paid a vifit to the Ambaffador, 
to congratulate him on his arrival; and the fame 
day the merchant Paonkeqm came to inform his 
Excellency, that the Tfong-toi{ would, on the 
13th, grant both his Excellency and me a public 
audience, deftined for the reception of the letter 
C z that 
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that we bad to deliver to his Highnefs (the Tfong* 
fffu) on the part of the Commiffaries General of 
the Dutch Eaft-India Company. He added, that 
this opportunity would be taken, for us to make 
the falute of honour due to his Imperial Majefty, 
And that the ceremony would end with an 
imperial dinner, where we were to be regaled 
with all the perfons belonging to the Diredtion in 
the garden of Lopqua ; and that plays, and other 
ihows, were to be exhibited there for our amufe* 
ment. 

13th. We kept.ourfelvcs in readinefs accord- 
ingly. Faonkiquay and a LinguOy (interpreter) 
came to take us on the morning of the 13th, and 
a handfome Sampane landed us on the other fide 
of the river, oppofite to the Fadtories and the 
city of Canton, in the fuburb called Honan» 
TTience we were conduced to the Pagoda, 
Maity-lfong-tji* y where we found feveral hundreds 
of Chinefe foldiers under arms, and lining the road 
through which we were to pafs, for more than 
two hundred yards. Xhe Ambaffador’s body 
guards were placed at their head. 

* This is the fame tn which the Engliih Ambaflador, Lord 
Macartney, was received by the Tfong-touy and the other prin- 
•ipai Mandatins, on his return from Peking, {Fr, Ed,) 


At 
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At the entrance of the pagoda, a large double 
tent was pitched, covering on one fide the impe- 
rial dinner, and on the other, that is to fay, on 
the Eafiern, a kind of faloon furnifhed with 
carpets and with chairs for the Mandarins, the 
AmbafTador, and. myfelf. Thefe feats, placed 
nearly in a half circle, were fo difpofed that the 
TJong-toUt the FoH-yuettt and the Hou-pou were to 
fill the three that flood as it were in the centre; 
and that his Excellency and I were to be at a 
fmall diflance to their right, and turned a little 
towards them j while on their left were four feats 
intended for the Pau-tchong>tfu, the On-tcha-tfUt 
the Gim-ouan-tfUt and the Leong-tau. 

When hi* Excellency and I approached the 
pagoda, we found the Tfong-tou, and the fix other 
Mandarins, on the right of the road. We were 
defired to pafs before them, and were condufled 
to a kind of altar, hung with yellow, on which 
was a vafe with perfumes burning in it, and 
a board (QJmp) on which the names and titles 
of the Emperor were infcribed in letters ,of 
gold. Roimd the back of the altar was a yellow 
fcreen. 

■ Two cuihions were laid upon the ground for 
NS, and we were told to do the falute of honour 

C 3 to 
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to the l^mperor. We performed this ceremony 
according, to the Chinefe cuftom. It confifts in 
kneeling down three times; in fainting at each 
proftration, by bowing the head three times to 
the ground 5 .and in riling quite up after each 
third inclination of tfie head, in order to kneel 
down anew. All thefe motions are direfted by 
the voice of a Mandarin, who meafures the time 
by regular intervals, in like manner as an officer 
cxercifing troops. 

When we had done, the Viceroy, and the 
other Mandarins, came up to his Excellency and 
me, and'hddreffed to us the moll friendly congra- 
tulations. We were then conduced to that part 
of the tent where the chairs were placed, and took 
our feats in the order indicated above. The 
Tfqng-tou fat down firft, and then the Ambtiffadar 
put on his hat. 

The Viceroy having alked a few queftions 
concerning the motive of the Embafly, and re- 
ceived polite anfwers, the Ambaffador prefented 
the letter to him, with which he had been charge 
ed by the CommilTaries General of Batavia. He 
opened it, read with attention the Chinefe trah- 
llatiop that accompanied it, and alTured his Ex- 
cellency that he would do every thing in his power 

to 
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to make the journey as agreeable to him 

as he could wlfli. 

His Highnefs then alked the Amhaflador if he 
ihould be ready to fet off without delay, in cafe 
his Imperial Majefty Ihould defire his arrival at 
Court before the end of the pjrefent Chinefe year, 
and if it would be pollible for him to leave Can- 
ton in a month, or thereabout; The Ambaflador 
anfwered in the affirmative, and faid that he 
fliould be ready to undertake the journey on the 
firft order from the Elmperor; which appeared to 
give the Tfong-tou much fatisfaftion. 

A bowl of foup was then ferved up, with bird’s 
neft.s, and afterwards a difh of tea j after which 
the Mandarins having rifen, and we alfo, we fol- 
lowed them anew to the altar, where we repeat- 
ed, in concert with them, the grand falute of 
honour to the Emperor. ‘ 

This ceremony being performed, the Tfong-toit 
came towards us, and invited us to the imperial 
dinner. We anfwered him in terms expreffive 
of our gratitude. He then ordered two Manda- 
rins to conduct us to the garden of Lopqua^ fe- 
parated from the Temple, or Pagoda, only by a 
wallj to give us a good reception, and to procure 

C4 ' US 
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US every poffible amufement in their power. Wo 
now took leave of his Highnefs and the other 
Mandarins, in order to follow our conduflors to 
the garden, whither all the dinner that had been 
prepared on one of the fides of the tent was con- 
veyed, and where we found the Members of our 
eftablilhment, and the Chinefe merchants, come 
to partake of the entertainment, which lafted 
till eleven o’clock 'at night, \V^e then returned 
to the Faftory. 

• 14th. The Englilh Supercargoes, who had 
come back from Macao feveral days, before, but 
who had not yet vilited the Ambaffador, waited 
upon him' in a body, the day after he had his 
public audience of the Viceroy j and two days 
after his Excellency weiit tp fee each of thpfe 
gentlemen individually, 

The Commiffaries General, having fent by 
another fliip a duplicate of the letter, they had 
written to his Imperial Majefty, that in cafe of 
any accident happefting to the Ambaflador the 
obje£t of his million might be fulfilled by me, 
had addrelTed to nie in confequence a commillion, 
in which they appointed me to the furvivprlhip 
of the EmbalTy, apd gave me in that cafe his Ex- 
cellency’s charafl:cr>rank, and titles. The Tfing-m 

tbnught 
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thought proper to fend this duplicate to P e-king 
by an exprefs, after having made the fame 
changes in it as in the original, which remained 
with the Ambaffador, in order that he might de- 
liver it in perCbn. The courier was difpatch'ed 
on the 14th of Oftober in the evening, with di- 
rections to travel fifty leagues (five hundred /«) a 
day, that he might arrive at Pe-kinv at the end 
of twelve days. He was alfo charged with a 
letter -from the Tfong-tou to the Friine Minifter, 
which, according to the report of Pojmyqua who 
bad read it, and who mentioned it to me, was 
Jiighly favoprable to our million. 

15th. The following day, Paonk 'qua came in 
the name of the Tfong-touy to requeft the Ambaf- 
fador to prepare to fet off within a month, becaufe 
it was very probable that his Excellency would 
be fent for to Pe-hing before the feftival of the 
new year (which correfponds with the 21ft of 
January of the European calendar}, and becaufe 
the anfwer of the Court would arrive within that 
fpace of time. 

16th. The Ambaffador, who had expreffed 
to Papnkequa his defire to go into the city that 
he might there prefent his refpeCls to the Tfong- 
fou, to the Fou-yuen, and to the Hou-pouy received 
favourable anfwer through the medium of the 

fame 
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fame merchant, with this fingular reftriftion on 
the part of the Viceroy; that he obferved to 
his Excellency, that he was not permitted by the 
ufages of China to receive him in his palace, 
nor with as much refpedt- as he deferved, or as 
he (the Tfong-tou) fliould be happy to (hew him ; 
and that he therefore trufted, as this could not 
be done without infringing on the laws and 
cuftoms of the country, that the AmbalTador 
would not take it ill if he fent an excufe by one of 
his Mandarins to the gate of the palace, efpecially 
as the year before he had treated the Englilh 
AmbalTador, (Lord Macartney) in the fame way. 

19th. His Excellency conformed to this eti- 
quette, and on the following day we went to- 
gether to pay the intended vifits. We were car- 
ried by four bearers («»/«), and the interpreter, 
who accompanied us, delivered our viliting cards 
at the gates of the palaces. An inferior Man- 
darin came out, and in the name of his Chief 
(ignified the high fenfe he entertained of the 
trouble the Ambaffador had taken. 

Affifted by the-Chinefe Cohaugift merchants, I 
collefted all the prefents intended for the Em- 
peror, the Firft Minifter of State, and the other 
Mandarins of the Court, in order that the whole 
might be properly packed up, and ready for re*- 

moval. 
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moval. At the fame time, thef (hips of the Com- 
pany, that came with the Ambaffador, were loaded 
with all poflible difpatch, that their return to 
Europe might not be delayed. 

November. On the 9th of November, the 
Tfong-tou fent a Mandarin to requeft his Excel- 
lency to hold himfelf in readinefs to fet off in 
thirteen days, the 23d being fixed for his de- 
parture. 

Although this was in fome fort a delay of eight 
days, fince it had at firft been fettled on the 14th 
of Oftober, that we were to fet out a month 
after, it appeared impoflible to his Excellency 
to be ready by that time. But I declared, that 
as to every thing that related to the loading of 
the yeffels for Europe, it would be terminated 
before, and confequently . that little or nothing 
remained to be done to expedite their failing. 
I even undertook to provide every thing that 
might be neceffary, particularly for the journey 
of the Embalfy ; and I intreated his Excellency 
to ufe all poflible brevity in the difpatches he in- 
tended to fend to Batavia, as he had fuch forcible 
reafbns to alSgn as an excufe ; fince it appeared 
by calculation that our departure could , not be 
delayed a lingle moment, if we wifhed to arrive 

■at 
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at Pe-king by New Year’s Day. The examina* 
tion of all thefe poffibilities, and Paonkiqua's 
urgent requeft that we would gratify the Tfong-" 
tou, at laft induced his Excellency to come to a 
refolution to fet off on the lad, and every effort 
was madq to fulfil his promife. 

loth. On the icth of November, the Englifb 
Supercargoes gave "his Excellency a fplendid en- 
tertainment. 

nth. On the nth moft of the prefents were 
packed up, in order that by being fent off before 
us, • they might put us to no inconvenience on 
the road. Gilt frames were put to the four large 
mirrors, and they were carefully placed each in 
a feparate chefl. A machine was then made for 
each cheft, fo that the glafs might be carried, 
and put upon the ground always on one fide, and 
that the (oulisy when inclined to reft themfelves, J 
might expofe it to no rifk. 

On the 13th . of November, at a very early 
hQur of the morning* Pfignkequa was fent by the 
^ong-tpu to tell the Ambalfador that the Empe- 
ror's anfwer had arrived at midnight, and that it 
was couched in very favourable terms j that his 
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to Pe-kitig before New Year’s Day, in order to 
Ihew him all the pomp of the Court on that fo- 
lemn feftival j and to prefent him to all the af- 
fembled Princes and Grandees of his Empire; 
as alfo that his Excellency might partake of the 
feafts and diverfions of the Court. J^aonkiqua 
added, that his Imperial Majefty defired the 
Ambafladbr to bring with him two Europeans 
verfed in the Chinefe tongue, who might, upon 
pccafion, ferve as iqterpreters. 

Although no Europeans at Canton were com- 
pletely matters of the Chinefe language, it was 
refolved neverthelefs to conform as far as poffible 
to the Emperor’s wilh. His Excellency deter- 
mined in confequence to propofe Aleflieurs 
Agie and de Guignes, two Frenchmen, and 
charged Paonkequa to intimate the fame to the 
Tfong-toti, 

In the afternoon, the Pau-tchong-tju, the 0«- 
tcha-tfu, and feveral Mandarins went to infpefl: 
the pieces of mechanifm intended for the Empe- 
ror, pirevioufly to their being packed up, as well 
as the other valuable articles. From thence they 
proceeded to congratulate the Ambaffador upon 
his Imperial Majetty’s favourable anfwer; and 
endeavoured to prevail on his Excellency to 

i haften 
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haften his departure, were k but a Angle day^ m' 
order that he might be at Pe-kit(g by the time 
mentioned in the letter, which appeared to be 
the loth of January. As it was really impoflible 
to ufe greater difpatch than that we were mak- 
ing, his Excellency confined his anfwer to an af- 
furance that he would fet off on the 22d. With 
this engagement the Mandarins were at laft fa- 

tisfied, and took thdir leave. 

♦ 

14th. On the following day, the 14th, the 
Mandarin, appointed to be our third conductor, 
made his appearance, accompanied by Paonkequat 
who came on. the part of the Viceroy, to read 
and extol the Emperor’s anfwer to the Ambaf- 
fador, and to declare that on fome future day he 
would be furniflied with a copy. • Having already 
indicated the fubftance of this letter, I fliall here 
avoid a needlefs repetition. 

This fame Mandarin came afterwards to my 
refidence with Paonkeqiia, to know what provk 
iions we fiiould have a daily occalion for during 
the journey, that he might give orders to have 
them prepared, and that we might be in want of 
nothing. As this day was one of thofe which 
the Chinefe think propitious to all undertakings, 
they began to embark the prefents intended 'for 

his 
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his Imperial Majefty on board of tranfport 
barges. 

i6th. The Daniih, Swedifli, and Spanifli Su- 
percargoes, gave fuccefTive farewel entertain- 
ments to his Excellency and his fuite, on ,thc 
16th, 17th, and 1 8th of November. 

17th. On the 17th, the Mandarins, who were 
our two firft conductors, came alfo to pay their 
compliments to the Ambaffador and me : they 
were both of the rank of the blue button. On 
the evening of the fame day, Paonkequa came on 
the part of the Tfong-tou, to inform us that his 
Excellency and I fliould have on the twentieth, 
in the Pagoda of Honan, our formal audience of 
leave of the Viceroy, and of the other Manda- 
rins of the Regency ; and that a copy would 
thtn be given us of the letter of his Imperial Ma- 
jefty. 1 communicated all thefe particulars to 
the Ambaffador. 

i8th. On the i8th, the two Frenchmen, Mcf- 
fieurs Agie and de Guignes, went into town to 
prefent themfelves to the Tfong-tou, in order to 
give him proofs of their knowledge of the Chi- 
nefe language ; and fucceeded fufficiently well tp 
obtain his approbation of their appointment. 

19 th. 
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On the 19th, in the evening, thebuii:^ 
prefents were,difpatched for Pe-khtg, on board of 
fix Sdmpanes, under the care of a principal Man- 
darin of the white button, and of three other 
Mandarins of the gilt button^ 

2dth, On the day fixed fof the atidieiice of 
leave, the Ambaffador and I went on board a 
paffage veffel, and waited on the other fide of 
the river, at Honan, for the arrival of the Vice- 
roy till eleven o’clock, when we went on fhore. 
We there found foldiers drawn up in two lines, in 
the fquare before the Pagoda, as at the firft audi- 
ence. The tent and all the other arrangements 
•were the fame. The Tfong-tou and the reft of 
the Mandarins, among whom was a different 
Hou-fou from him we had feen on the former oc- 
cafion, were alfo waiting for us on the road< 
They gave us a kind reception, and conduced 
us to the place where feats were prepared. 
Everyone having taken his place, the Tfong-tou told 
us that he was much concerned that the journey to 
Court could not be fo agreeable to us as he could 
have wiftied, fince it was to be performed at the 
coldeft feafon of the yearj that he had taken 
care to have every thing fo arranged, as to make 
travelling as convenient and pleafant to us as 
pollible ; and that he thought we were provided 

with 
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.with a fufficiency of furs to defend us from the 
cold. We thanked his Highn^fs, through the 
medium of the interpreter, for his kind attention, 
and as to the cold, we anfwered that we were 
accuftomed to it in our own country, where the 
winters wfere at leaft as fevere as they could be at ^ 
Pe-king. 

The Tfong‘tm next enquired if we were ready 
to fet off, and upon our anfwer in the affirma- 
tive, teftified a great deal of fatisfaftion. 

At the fame moment, little porringers were 
handed round, with a very agreeable Toup made 
of a fmall kind of peafe, and afterwards cups of 
tea. Then, at the found of a gongom, which was 
at the entrance of the Pagoda, the Viceroy, 
and other Mandarins all rofe, and we did 
the fame. They placed themfelves on the 
right of the road, and we took the left fide, 
Handing oppofite to one another. When the 
proceflion, which was advancing, came near us, 

1 perceived that it was the letter of the Emperor, 
carried by eight Cmlis in the Imperial livery, upon 
a kind .of hand-barrow, preceded by twenty fer- 
vants in the fame livery. There was alfo a por- 
table. altar, on which was placed a vafe with 
burning incenfe, 

VoL. I. D 
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At ttic' moment when the Emperor's letter, 
.which was rolled up in a cover of yellow filk, 
palled before us, all the Mandarins knelt down. 
We followed their example, and did not rife till 
they did. The letter being now brought to the 
Imperial altar, a Mandarin took the cafe or cover 
which contained it from off the little hand 
barrow, and laid it upon the altar ; then another 
Mandarin, of fuperior rank, went and took the 
fcroll from the altar, and, after having elevated 
it with both his hands, delivered it to the TJong^ 
touy who had the filk covering taken off, and, 
after unrolling it, fent it to a Mandarin of infe- 
rior rank. The latter read it, keeping it in an 
elevated pofition, and our interpreter explained 
it, paragraph by paragraph. 

While this lailed the Ambaffador and I were 
on our knees, and as foon as it was over we 
performed the ceremony of adoration in honour 
of. the Emperor, after which we arofe. The 
Viceroy, and the fix other Mandarins, then came 
to congratulate us, wilhing us fuccefs and the 
good graces of his Imperial Majefty. We ex- 
preffed a high fenfe of the honour done us. 

The Imperial repaft was next offered us. It 
was ferved up with Hill nore magnificence than 

the 
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the iirfl: time, and gave us a new occalion to tes- 
tify bur gratitude. The afterwards 

charged two Mandarins to ' efcort us to the 
garden of Lopqua, to gwe us a kind welcome 
there, and to beg us to divert oiirfelves. Then 
turning towards, the AmbafTador and me, he told 
us that he would gladly accompany us 'thither, 
but that he was fure that his prefence would 
rather impofe a conftraint upon the company af- 
fembled there than give them pleafure. He 
therefore took leave of us, wKhing us a good 
journey, as did the other Mandarins who at- 
. tended him, and who told us that they hoped we 
Ihould find his Imperial Majefty in the enjoy- 
ment of perfeft health. After having returned ■ 
compliments for compliments, we followed our 
two condudtors to the garden of Lopqua, whither 
the dinner was brought as before, and where we 
were joined by the merchants and all the perfons 
of our Dire£lion. The repaft was magnificent, 
and while we were at table theatrical pieces, 
and tumbling, and other feats of ablivity, were 
performed. It was five o’clock in the evening 
before we got back to the Fafitory, 

21 ft. On the following day, November 
the 2ift, at eleven in the morning, the Council 
of Commerce affembled, under the Preli- 

D 2 dency 
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>3ency of the AmbafTador. Having, in confe- 
\quence of my own requeft, obtained permiffion 
from the Direftors of the Dutch Eaft Iiidia 
Company tq refign my empiloy, becaufe I wiflied 
to return tb my native country, I inftalled with 
all due formality R, J. Dozy, Supercargo, in my 
place of Chief of the Factory j and this the 
more willingly, becaufe, as I had completed the 
loading of the four (hips, nothing remained but 
to expedite their failing, which could be done in 
my abfence without the fmalleft inconvenience. 
I then took leave of the Council as far as related 
to my* fun£lions of Chief in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eail India Company. 

This formality being over, I accompanied the. 
Ambaflador in his vifits to take leave of the Re- 
prefentatives of all the foreign nations. The 
fame day the Supercargo, who had juft been. ap- 
pointed to fill my place, gave a farewell dinner 
to his Excellency, and to the perfons who were 
to be of the ^e-king journey. A great part of 
the Europeans at Canton were alfo prefent. 
At the fame time all the provifions and heavy 
baggage 'wbre put on board, in order that 
nothing might delay our departure on the fol- 
lowing day. , 

azd. Qq 
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£2d. On the 22d of November, at an early 
hour of the morning, I had our beds and the reft 
of our baggage embarked, and at half paft 
twelve the Ambaflador quitted the Faflory to go 
on board a pleafure Sampane. At the very mo- 
ment of our departure, Paonkequa delivered tojrais 
Excellency, in the name of the TJong-tw, a copy 
of the Imperial letter, in a cafe covered with 
yellow lilk. We were efcbrted by all the 
perfons belonging to the Dutch Company, 
and by the Spanifli Chief AgotCy as far as Faa-ti, 
or the Gardens of Flowers, a place fituated at 
a league (ten //) from the city of Canton, 
and where we found all the Dutch mer- 
chants, and five ,qf the Chinefe Cokangiji 
traders. We made a flop there to give time 
to the other veflels to come up, and in the 
mean while went to vifit feveral gardens or nur- 
feries, where we remarked a number of flowers 
and uncommon plants, the fight of which fully 
repaid the trifling trouble the fight of them had 
coll us. 

At two o’clock the gentlemen of the Direc- 
tion and the nierchants took leave of us, and 
returned to Canton, after having wilhed us a 
pleafant journey. We dined at the fame place, 
and then each of us went to occupy his refpec- 
D3 tive 
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tive Sampane. At four o’clock we fet off. The 
flotilla cpnfifted of more than thirty veffels, on 
board of the greater part of which were the 
Mandarins who accompanied us, and their .re- 
tinue j for we had only alked for twelve for the 
Ambaffador and his fuite. 

The Embaffy, and the perfons attached to it, 
coniifted of the following individuals, viz. 

M. Isaac Titzing, Counfellor in Ordinary 
of the Dutch Ball India Company, Ambaffador. 

Andrew Everard Van-Braam Houck- 
6EE5T, heretofore Chief of the Direction of the 
Dutch ;Eaft India Company in China, fecond in 
the Embaffy, with a commiflion of Ambaffador 
in furvivorlhip. 

Reinier Dozy, Secretary to the Embafly. 

J. H. Bletterman, and J. A. Van Braam, 
Members of the Council of Commerce of the 
Dutch Dire£iion in China ; the former as phy- 
fician, the latter as companion to the fecond 
perfon in the Embaffy. 

Meflieurs Agie and De Guignes, b^h 
Frenchmen, in quality of Interpreters. ' 

H. C. Petit^ 
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iHb C. pBTlT-PiKRRB, a Swlfs Mechanjft. 

A private Secretary of the Amballador. 

Two Maitres d’Hdtel. 

A European fervant. 

Two Malay fervants. 

And>' laftly, the body guard of the AnjbalV 
fador, confifting of a ferjeant, a drummer, a hfer, 
and nine foldiers. 

To condudf us we had three Mandarins of dif- 
tln£tion. The firft, called Fang-ta~loyiy \Vore the 
dark blue button, and was vcrfed in political 
matters; the fecond, named Ming-ta~l<^ey wore 
the blue tranfparent button, and was a military 
man; the third, called Sau^ta-loye, was of the 
white tranfparent button, and a great Mandarin 
of letters: each of them had under his command 
feveral inferior Mandarins carrying gold (licks. 
The military Mandarin was a Tartar, and the 
two others were Chinefe. 

[It Teems to me more proper and more ufeful to 
begin from this moment to give my recital in 
form of a Journal, in order that every thing 
being claffed according to the order and time , 
in which it occurred, I may avoid all fort of 
oonfulion.] 

D4 
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After having quitted Foa-ti, or thfr Nurferies, 
we proceeded firft in a fouthern direiiion for two 
hours, then to the weftward, and at laft to the 
north weft. We paffed, during the night, the 
celebrated city of Fo-chan, of which we were 
confequently unable to form any Idea. As great 
a trade is carried on there as at Canton itfelf, 
and in extent it is not lefs coniiderable than that 
city. 

November. On the a 3 d of November, at 
eight o’clock in the morning, we paffed by ljay~ 
nam, a place of fome confequence, very agree- 
ably fttuated on the banks of the river j and at 
nine o’clock \ye arrived at San-cheuye-hing-tany, at 
a quarter of a league’s diftance from the city of 
San-cheuye chen. We flopped at San-cheuye-hing- 
tatiy to breakfaft and take in provifions. While 
our veffels were paffing before the latter place 
the garrifon of Sfttt-cheuye-chen came and drew up 
.in a line upon the quay. 

I w'ent on fliore, and perceiving the city of 
San-ckeuye-chen fituated in a valley at a little dif- 
, tance from the water lide, I diredled my folitary , 
fteps tow'ards it. When I came to the gate, a 
centinel gave me to underftand that 1 could not 
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be admitted. But mat:ing him comprehend in 
my turn, with all the politenefs I was matter of, 
that he had no reafon For fear, I took him by 
the arm, and defired him by figns to accompany 
me. To this he confented j ' and I walked-' 
through feveral ttreets, and even contrived to 
find out the palace of the Mandarins. But I 
had only a rapid glance of it and returned to 
the veflcl immediately afterwards. 

S'an-chem'e-chen, feen either from without or 
within, .appears a very ancient place ; the houfes 
being old, low, and crazy. Mott of them are 
(hops of a very mean kind, in which eatables are 
expofed to fale ; and the ttreets, though paved 
with broad ttones, are in very bad condition. 
As for the fituation of the city it is agreeable 
enough, being furrounded by fruitful fields' of 
rice. At about half a league (five li) to the 
eatt of the city, in the midft of meadows, and 
upon a hill of fmall elevation, is an oftagond 
tower nine ttories high 5 .a kind of edifice by na 
means uncommon among the Chinefe. After 
having received refrelhments and provifions for 
four-and-twenty hours, we proceeded on our 
way at eleven in the morning. In the evening 
we patted by the village of Af-fauy-tfauy, fituated 

upon 
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Upon the banks of the 'river, and continued, 
during the moft part of the night, to be tracked 
up the river by> Coulist in confeqjuence of the 
current being diredly contrary. 

e4th. A firong northerly wind made the track* 
ipg of our boats a veiy laborious talk, and as it 
often drove us towards one of the banks, we 
made but little progrefk. 

To the weftward was a long chain of moun- 
tains of confiderable elevation called Ckac-cok-kUf 
upm the north fide of which a tower has been 
eonftru&ed five fiories high. 

The river is here in general ihallow and in* 
terfperfed with many banks of fand. Its eafi^ 
fide is of argillaceous earth, mixed with beds or 
Jtrata of a fandy foil. In all this diftri£t great 
quantities of wheat and other com are culti* 
vated ; but the elevation of the land hinders it 
from being proper for the produ^on of rice. 
All along the river we could ftill perceive the 
marks of the ravages occafioned by an inunda* 
tion which took place during the preceding fpring 
in this as well a a feveral other places. Towards 
ike middle of the day we pafied by the village 

Tkjf- 
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Tay-in-tfan, at no great diftance from a military 
poft, the foldiers of which turned out at our 
approach. The environs of all the navigable 
rivers, and all the highways throughout the 
whole extent of the empire, have fimilar guard-* 
houfes erefted at a league (ten //) difiance from , 
one another.' The guard in general confifts of 
an officer and ten men. 

In China it is not uncommon to fee whole 
fields fown with buck wheat. We" have this 
day remarked feveral, in which the plant is 
covered with flowers, and fome in which the feed 
is even beginning to ripen, a thing which we 
had yefierday alfo occalion. to obferve. I was 
the more aftonifhed to perceive this kind of 
grain growing, as I had never feen any at 
Canton ; as I did not even fufpeQ that it exified 
in China ; and as 1 was confequently far from 
thinking that fuch confiderable fpaces were ap-, 
propriated to its culture. The fugar plantations 
are alfo very numerous. 

Towards the evening vjre went afhore to take 
a walk and vifit a fugar mill in the vicinity. We 
were much ftruck by the fimplicity of its coo- 
ftruftion. 
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This mill has two rollers or cylindrical pieces 
of wood, which, with two boilers, complete the 
whole apparatus of the manufactory. The cane 
is preffed between thcfe two very heavy cylin- 
ders, turned by two bufialoes, by means of a 
long lever' to which they are yoked. The juice 
that runs from the reed is then boiled down in 
the two coppers, which are let into holes in the 
ground. As fugar mills exaClly fimilar are in 
ufe at Java, it is more than probable that they 
were firft ‘introduced by the Chinefe into that 
ifland, efpecially as the greater number belong . 
to perfons of that nation, who employ their own 
countrymen to work them. 

About ten in the evening we reached the city 
of TJing-yun-chen, where we ftopped for an hodr 
to take provifions on-board, but were prevented 
by 'the darknefs from feeing any thing of the 
town. We afterwards continued our journey 
during the whole of the night. 

i . . 

25th. At the break of day we came to the 
village of Pac-miao-fan, lituated on the weftern 
bank of the river, where we Hopped a quarter 
of an hour to give our people time to breakfaft, 
and then proceeded through the famous pafs 
called Tfang-nm-haby formed by an interval 
2 between 
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between two ridges of perpendicular rocks pf 
cxti'eme heighti While going along this palfage 
we could fcarcely perceive fufficientfpace for thofe 
who pulled the tracking rope. The width of 
the river is here about feven hundred and fifty 
toifes ; and when the current is contrary it requires 
two hours to clear the paffage, becaufe in doing fo 
it is neceffary to defcribe lines and follow direc- 
tions fo tortuous, that they refemble the windings 
and twiftings of a fnake. But' the afpe£t on both 
tides is noble and fublinie. 

In the midft of this fpace, to the weftward, is 

convent named Fi-lauy-tji, fo fituated that it 
feems to flick againfl the mountain’s lide, amidfl: 
theSthick (hade of furrounding trees. The 
Bonzes who refide in this place have contrived 
t6 make a pretty large kitchen garden by the 
fide of the convent, for the fake of obtaining 
the neceflary fupply of vegetables. 

' At the end of the pafs, on the eaftern fide, is 
a guard-houfe called Pha-cong-hau-chan, with fol-* 
diers ftationed in it. There is alfo a temple of 
little confequence, and a few houfes. The 
heights that overlook the paflage are covered 
with trees. 
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During the whole day we continued to fee a 
'great number of mountains on each fide of us ; 
feveral of thofe to the weftward being of ftupen- 
dous height. 

The plains were all planted! wit}\ fugar cane, 
and during our navigation we faw fevtiral mills 
for the expreffion of the juice. 

In the afternoon we paffed by the village of 
T'^-pehmg-cokf fituated on the wefterh fide of the 
river, which widens at this place, but which at 
the fame time is choked up with large banks of 
(and. At fun-fet we came to another narrow 
pafs, alfo between two ridges of very rugged 
and uneven rocks. This paflage cofi us about 
half an hour’s navigation, after which we faw 
nothing before us but a very extenfive plain, 
having conftantly level ground on both fides of 
the road, except during the night, when we en- 
tered a pafs ftill narrower than the other two. 
This paflage, of fuch inconfiderable length that 
a ftone might be thrown from one end to the 
other, is fkirted with rocks fo lofty and fo ter- 
ribly fteep, that they cannot fail to infpire the 
beholder with ^fentiment of fear. This place 
is called Ang-yong-hab. 

a6th. By 



BMBASVT TO CEIJTA ItT 1794-^5. 47 

By break of day we had got beyon<i the 
limits of thefe horrible rocks, to the weftward of 
which, and at the foot of the moui^tain, is k 
handfome pagoda. The country then begins to 
rcfume a level appearance, particularly to the 
eaflward; but as the land on each fide of us, 
which was fte^ and lofty, prevented our prof- 
pe£t, curiofity induced me to go on (hore at 
eight o’clock in the morning, and to climb up 
to the top of the bank. Which was thirty or 
forty feet high, in order to get a view of the fur* 
rounding fields. T continued my w^lk till half 
pad eleven. As far as the eyd could reach, it 
difcovered a country admirably well cultivated, 
which, by its refemblance to the province of 
Utrecht, re-produced in my mind the delightful 
idea of my native land. Here was sfil“ field co- 
vered with wheat, contiguous to another of buck- 
wheat, embellifhed by its blofibm ; there a piece 
of turnips ; and then another fpot plaitted with 
fweet potatoes. An agreeable variety delighted 
the eye throughout this whole extent o^^ountry, 
where not the fmalleft fpace was left||without 
cultivation, and the whole of which coih^mfed a 
moft beautiful landfcape. The foil was'argilla* 
ceous though not ftrong ; and if any judgment 
can be formed of its futility fidm the ftubbl^, iib . 
mud abound in corn. W 

Wc 



4* VOYAGE OP THE DUTCH 

We alfo paired by feveral brick-kilns lituatqd 
upon the banks of the river, and perceived in 
the interior feveral pretty villages, fliaded by 
bamboos and other trees. I prolonged my little 
excurlion till I came oppolite the city of In-te- 
chen, where, upon the eaftern lide, I found a 
■ a handfome tower of nine llories, in good pre- 
fervation, although it appeared very ancient, 
according, at lead, to the indication of the trees 
growing out of the Crevices of its walls, and even 
upon the very top of it. 

On the wellern lide of the river the plains 
we're lefs extenlive. My walk had not yet lafted 
an hour, when I remarked that the mountains 
re-appoared upon the bank, where they were 
terminated by five infulated rocks, of which the 
moft nort hern, and alfo the moft confiderable, 
was in th e form of a fugar loaf when feen from 
the vveftWard. A little farther on, and precifely 
at the foiot of other rocky mountains, is a village 
called Hgo-ci-ouaH^ which contains a confiderable 
number of houfes, and of which the inhabitants 
appear to have a fubfiftence affured them by 
working the quarries in the neighbouring moun- 
tains. By the fide of the village is the guard- 
houfe called Yau-ei-chun, which forms with it the 
only objects that interrupt the difmal and mono^- 

tonous 



EMBASSY TO CHtHA I» 1794 — 5. 49 

tonous profpedt of a ridge of fteep mountains, 
extending from the five rocks that I have juft 
mentioned as far as the city of In-ti-cktHf bppo- 
lite to which I re-embarked. 

The fize of that city is not confiderable, but 
the good ftate of its walls announces a neat and 
comfortable place : its fuburbs, by the river’s 
fide, are very extenfive. To the north of the 
city is an infulated rock, covered with very lofty 
trees, overflradowing a temple, which at this 
diftance makes a magnificent appearance, and 
fcems to be very agreeably fituated. It is feen , 
from far, overlooking the city. 

At half paft three, after leaving In-te-cheriy we 
paffed by the hamlet Mi-ou-mi-jangy and at five 
o’clock were in front of a village called V'ong-^ 
hou-cong, where there are feveral ftreets confiding 
altogether of {hops filled with every kind of pro* 
vifions. 

Beyond In-te-chen the bed of the river is en* 
tirely compofed of large pebbles. It is very 
wide at V'^ong-hou-congy but interfperfed with a 
variety of fand-banks. Hence we have reafon 
to believe that in the rainy feafon, when it is ftill 
from fix to ten feet deep, as old marks indi- 

VoL. I. E cate. 
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cate, the paflage ittuft become extremely dan- 
gerous, efpecially in the tocky places, and in the 
narrow parts through which we pafled the night 
before. 

We fet off a little after feven o’clock, the Am-, 
baflador having firft difpatched a faithful Chinefe 
to Canton, charged with letters for Batavia, 
which the Company’s fliips, when on their re- 
turn to Europe, were to deliver at North Ifland, 
in their way through the Straits of Sunda. 

We have this day feen one of thofe fifliermen 
who neither make ufe of net nor line, but em- 
ploy birds trained and accuftomed to purfue the 
fifli under water. Thefe birds feize their prey 
and bring it to their mafter. Whenever it hap- 
pens that they fwallow a fmall fifli or two, the 
fiflierraan obliges them to reftitution by preffing 
their crop, and only gives them a few fmall 
pieces for their nourifliment. This Angular 
mode of fifliing is no fmall proof of the induftry 
of the Chinefe, efpecially when it is known that 
the invention of it belongs to one of the lower 
ejafies of the nation. 

It was during the night that we pafled by the 
famous rocks that encircle the temple dedicated 

to 
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to the goddefs Com-yam : we had cqnfequently 
no opportunity of feeing it 

27th. At eight o’clock in the morning we 
pafled the hamlCt Tein-v'ong-tfauy-fany where 
there is a military poll. When we had ad- 
vanced thus far, we perceived behind us a great 
number of mountains of a lingular form, many 
of w'hich were entirely infula'ted. We had alfo 
on each fide of us a conftant profpe£l of a chain 
of mountains, lituated at a diftance, wliich pre- 
fented them to us in a point of view truly pitlu- 
refque, and not to be furpafled by any thing of 
the fame kind in any part of the world. 

Our voyage was made in the moft rapid and 
hafty manner. It was impoflible to behold 
without aftonifhment the indefatigable zeal 
which our failors manifefted night and day,- and 
almofl; without taking reft, for its farther acce- 
leration. Three times in the four and twenty 
hours they make a meal, which lafts little more 
than a quarter of an hour, and get but very little 
fleep. They do their bufinefs neverthelefs with 
vigour, and with a degree of gaiety which in 
other parts of the world is only to be met with 
upon parties of pleafure. *No being on earth is 
fitter than the Chinefe to endure fatigue, and to 
, E 2 fuppoit 
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fupport a long continuance of labour . Provided 
care be taken to infure him a fufficient refeftibn 
at Hated periods, there is no doubt of his always 
finding nefw ftrength for whatever laborious talk, 
he may be required to undertake. 

At half paft ten we reached Tan-tcJii-ki, a 
handfome village Handing under the refreHiing 
lhade of trees. 'Upon the oppofite bank is an 
infulated rock of which the eye is unable to 
meafure the elevation, and which Hands clofe to 
the water’s fide, as if it had been cut perpendi- 
cularly through the middle. The river being 
very narrow at this part, veffels pafs at a fmall 
diHance from the rock, and the traveller, while 
gazing on it, finds it difficult to fubdue a fenti- 
ment of Something like fear. At about three 
parts of the way up towards the fummit is a 
large w’hitifli fpot, indicating a hollow, which 
loolcs as if produced by forcible means. The 
Chinefc fay, that, at an epoch in their annals fo 
remote that all remembrance of it is loH, i great 
general, named V'on^-tjau, when going upon a 
military expedition fliot at the rock, and that 
his arrow left this impreilion upon its fide. 
Whatever be its origin, its form and colour are 
very remarkable. 


During 
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During this day’s journey we had a frefli 
breeze from the fouth, which enabled us to 
make ufe of our fails, and fevoured our progrefs. 
After dinner we palTed by a large village called 
Vou-ting-tan, alfo full of trees, the (hade of which 
afforded it an agreeable proteftion from the fun. 
About two o’clock we reached Ou-chacy another 
large village; and three quarters of an hour 
afterwards a town called Mong-U-cheutt, the re- 
lidence of a little Mandarin. Oppolite to this, 
on the other fide of the river, is the hamlet called 
Cai-tan-fan. 

Having here obferved that the declivity of the 
mountain was covered with a regular plantation 
of a flirub, to which its white bloffoms gave a 
beautiful appearance. 1 alked what it was, and 
was told that it produces a nut from which the 
Chinefe extra£t the oil they burn in their lamps. 

At fun-fet we came to a part of the river 
where the current was fo ftrong that it was with 
the greateft difficulty we were able to ftem it. 
The place fituated at this turn of the ftream is 
called Tchie-can-tam. We flopped there an hour, 
to refrefh ; and, having fet off again at feven 
o’clock, continued our journey during the whole 
of the night. 

E3 


28th. At 
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28th. At eight o’clock in the morning we 
paiTed by the town Cohcott-m-imfaUt where, upon 
the bank of the river, ftands a great Imperial 
magazine of fait. The building is handfome, 
and even magnificent. A very large flight of 
flairs of hewn ftone lead up to it from the 
water. 

Soon after we arrived at the city of Chao- 
tcheou-fou, to the fouth-eaft of which the river 
divides into two branches. The one that we 
followed runs to the north call, while the other 
takes its courfe to the weftward, after pafllng to 
the fouth of the city. A bridge of boats has 
been conflrufted over this latter branch. 

Oppofite the bifurcation of the river, and in 
the middle of its bed, is a fmall elevated ifland, 
on which an hexagonal tower is built. An- 
other is feen oit the fummit of an exceeding 
high mountain on the weftern fide. 

We afterwards coafled along the eaftern fide 
of the city, in front of which were about two 
hundred foldiers drawn up under arms in, a fingle 
line in the following order : firft, a body of 
archers, whofe uniform was a white furtout 
turned up with redj fecond, fufileers with 

match-lock 
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match-lock mutkets, dreffed in red faced with 
white ; third, gladiators carrying targets, wear- 
ing blue coats turned up with red. While the 
Atnbaflador and I were pafling in our veffels by 
the firft part of thcfe troops, they Tainted us with 
three guns, and with three other? when we ap- 
proached the farther extremity. At the place 
where we flopped a fort of edifice with triumphal 
arches and a flight of fleps ha‘d been erc£tcd on 
the banks of the river for our reception... 

Here we found ourfelves obliged to re- 
move to other veflels, in order to go as far as 
Van-hiang-fou, ' the river being no longer deep 
enough for the former ones. At ten o’clock the 
Ambaflador, myfelf, and the rell of his retinue, 
went on fhorc, and repaired to the place pre- 
pared for us, where the firft Mandarin received 
us with the greateft marks of diftinftion, and 
regaled us with tea. 

After having remained there a quarter of an 
hour we took leave of him and went on board of 
our new veflels, to which our baggage had been 
conveyed while we were on fhore. As thefe 
veflels were fmaller by one half than thofe we 
had quitted, the number of our flotilla was al- 
moft doubled. 

E 4 The 
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The city of Chao-tcheou-fon is a little fmaller 
than Canton ; but it may boaft of an imperial 
cuftom-houfe, and of a garrifon of confiderable 
ftrength. The neceflity of removing goods from 
great to fmall veffels, and from fmall to great, 
according as they are to be conveyed up or down 
the ftream, occurring at the place where the city 
Is built, it is the centre of a great deal of move- 
ment, which gives it a very lively appearance. 
At Chao-tcheou-fou, as well as in the other cities 
of China, little is feen from without except the 
ramparts, the houfes being vety low. The 
roofs of the temples and of the Mandarin’s pa- 
laces alone overlook the walls. 

Chao-tcheou-fou is not of a regfllar form. Its 
rampart makes a curve to the eaftward, and the 
city, when feen from the north, is of an oblong 
lhape. At the north eaft extremity is another 
great bridge of boats, near the cullom-houfe or 
refidence of the Houfou. At the fame part are 
very extenfive fuburbs, lituated without the ram- 
parts, wherej on account of the nature of the 
river, the houfes are almoll all built upon piles, 
which gives thefe fuburbs a very Angular ap- 
pearance. At the place where the bridge of 
boats ends on the oppofite bank are other 
fuburbs of confiderable extent, and tolerably 

compact. 
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coinpa£t. The palTage over the bridge is fafe 
and much frequented. There are fixed hours 
of the day for opening it in order to give an iffue 
to the veffels that are going up or down. During 
thefe intervals little boats fupply the want of a 
bridge, and fatisfy the impatience of thofe who 
are defirous of croffing over to the other fide ' 
without delay. 

There ftands alfo to the northward of the 
city, and at the extremity of a high mountain, a 
tower which looks very heavy, and appears to be 
conftru£ted without tafte. It is oftogonal, and 
only three .ftories high. 

All our baggage being embarked, and each 
of us having taken the place afligned him', we 
fet off at two o’clock. After half an hour’s na- 
vigation we were obliged to flop again on ac- ‘ 
count of a want of hands to track our veffels 
As all the other Samjianes experienced a like 
want j we were obliged to wait with pa- 
tience while the Mandarins were making a 
levy. But even thofe means were little effi- 
cacious, becaufe the failors, upon receiving 
their hire, made off one after another j fo that i» 
a few minutes, out of ten which I had for my 
yeffel, no more than four remained. The reff 


even 



58 


VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 

even while aiding in the navigation, leaped into 
little SamfianeSf and in that manner made their 
efcape. 

I was therefore obliged to give orders to caft 
anchor on the other fide of the bridge, which I 
had already paiTed, and to remain there till the 
Mandarin who commanded the rear guard came 
up. He joined me at half paft fix, and inftahtly 
did every thing in his power to procure me 
failors. I was, however, fo long delayed, that 
it was feven o’clock before I was able to pro- 
ceed., All the other boats had got far a-head, 
but as they had (lopped to take the evening 
repall, and had waited for me, I overtook them 
about nine. As foon as fupper was over we fet 
off anew. 

29th. After having let our people reft from mid- 
night to the dawn of day, we proceeded on our 
journey, being ftill pulled on by tracking ropes. 
We were now, as it were, in a bafon, being fur- 
rounded by lofty mountains, fome of which were 
of a very extraordinary fliape. At feven o’clock 
we paffed the military poft called Ying-faa-con-h'aa, 
built upon the furarait of a rock about forty feet 
high, confiding of a fingle block of done. Near 
this rock the river branches off, having on the 

other 
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Other fide of the new branch a hamlet cpmpqfed 
of a few houfes. 

The river, which was become ferpentine, 
obliged us to go double the diftance wc effec- 
tively advanced ; but a variety of profpedls 
ferved to enliven our monotonous mode of tra- 
velling, and rendered the prolongation of our 
route lefs tirefome than it would otherwife have 
been. 

At nine o’clock we paffed by Lun-chan-iovg, 
and at eleven by the village P'-hing-pou, which is 
fufficiently large to be the refidence of a little 
Mandarin. Between thefe two places the river 
makes an elbow, and in the fpace of feventy- 
five feet falls fifteen inches, which coft our track- 
ers an infinite deal of exertion. 

At one o’clock we paffed by a hamlet called 
Tftng-fon-tfauy, compofed of a fmall number of 
houfes, and at half pad three found ourfelves 
oppofite Cay-longy which is, on the contrary, a 
place of great extent. Beyond that place the 
river winds fo much, that it feemed to come 
towards us from the fouth-fouth-eaft. 


I 


Proceeding 
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Proceeding on our journey at the break of day, 
we paired at half pad feven by a village called 
TJany-han-tchmy which is of conliderable magni- 
tude, and contains feveral handfome houfes. 
Here again we went a great way round, the 
river taking a turn direftly to the fouth. At 
nine o*clo,ck we palled by Man-gan-tchun, a place 
containing a vaft ‘number of houfes, a great 
many of which are fpacious and well built. 
At half pad nine we were off Chi-hing-cong-hoUy 
another confiderable place, and a dependancy 
of the city Chi-hing-chen, which is fituated a 
league and a half (fifteen It) from the banks of 
the river. A great many veffels dop at Chi-bing- 
tken-bau, in order to embark fuch goods as are 
going up and down the river, which from this 
place condantly dirainilhes in depth up to Naa- 
kiong-fou. On this account it Mandarin has been 
ilationed there for the maintenance of good 
order. We changed our failors, and remained 
there till half pad twelve, when we continued 
our journey. 

At two o'clock we were a-bread of a little 
habitation, made by excavating a rock. The 
outfide has been walled up, fpaces having been 
left for doors and windows. A little farther on 

is 
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is the village Thiu-^chip^ki, confiding of very well 
built houfes. 

A great many trees grow upon the neighbour* 
ing mountains, which pleafed the eye much 
more than the naked rocks we had hitherto met 
with. 

At half pad three we arrived at Tcia^tkau, a 
large and handfome village, abounding in cattle. 
We dined there, and then continued our journey 
till midnight, when we dopped to take a few 
hours red. 

December id. We fet off again \ at the break 
of day, and proceeded till abread of the great 
village V-ong-t'hamg-Jany where there is a mi- 
litary pod. Here I went on fhore and took an 
hour’s walk over cultivated fields, fome of which 
•w'ere fown with wheat. In the didance were 
three very extenfive places, of which, from 
the houfes, I formed a favourable idea. At 
feven o’clock I returned to the veffel, leaving, 
alraod oppofite to me, upon a branch of the 
river, a place called Tcheou-tjauy, which, from , 
the number of houfes I perceived, I judged to 
be of confidcrable confequence. In general the 
places that we had feen for the lad three or 
4 • four 
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four days gave an idea of greater importance 
than thofe of the more fouthern parts in which 
we had been travelling before. 

At eight o’clock we reached Li/i-pehig-tchm, 
•another great village, well lituated, and well 
built ; and three quarters of an hour afterwards 
,we came to a pleafant hamlet called Tfatiy- 
yckeoU-ichun. ThiS hamlet is overfliadowed by 
pines and large bamboos, and derives a great 
appearance of magnitude from a number of ha- 
bitations Handing feparate from one another, 
and occupying a confiderable extent of ground. 

I 

Tkon cok, a large village, came in fight at half 
paft ten. Soon after we came to Cou-lok-kou, 
built upon the bank of the river, which is lofty 
and perpendicular, and lined with veffels loading 
and unloading the merchandize that is removed 
out of one into another. 

At a quarter paft eleven our eyes were again 
gratified by the fight of Ngo-tchou-tau-tcbiia, a 
place well fituated, where a number of trees 
and confiderable buildings compofed a delight- 
ful whole. 
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The depth of the river now diniinifhed every 
inftant, fo that our veflels, which hardly draw 
more than a foot water, frequently touched 
ground. At one o’clock we came to Tfau-yea- 
thongy alfo a place of tolerable magnitude, 
whence we difcbvere^ the mountains which are 
fituated behind Nam-hiong-fouy and a-brcaft of 
which we were to pafs. 

At three o’clock we were off Pak-eng~ 
tfauy-thong, a pretty large village of decent 
appearance. 1 (lopped foon after we had 
paired it to dine and wait for the velTels that 
lagged behind. In the mean time I took a 
walk on (bore to a village at a quarter of a 
league’s diftance from the river, over which . 
great bamboos threw a rcfrcdiing (liade. The 
houfes (land detached from each other, and are 
conftru£led with a good deal of talle. All the 
inhabitants were gone to work in the fields, 
leaving the village to the care of' a few old 
women', a.nd of fuch of the children as had al- 
ready attained the age of reafon. 

The AmbalTador’s veflcl did not overtake us 
till eight o’clock. We then fupped and fet off 
again at half pad nine. The number of fand- 
banks in the river not permitting us to advance 

far 
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far during the night, we were obliged to liop, 
after having pafled a great village called Sam^ 



ad. The day was beginning to dawn when 
our tracking rope was ftretched anew. In. a few 
moments we found ourfelves oppofite the ruins 
of a tower, of which five ftories ftill remained. 
After, many efforts, occafioned by the fhallow- 
nefs of the river and the number of fand banks, 
we at laft arrived, at eight o’clock, abreaft of the 
city of Nan-hiong-fou, which is a confiderable 
place, and makes a very handfome appearance. 
The garrifon was drawn up under arms upon the 
bank of the river, and the Ambaffador was fa- 
luted with three guns, as he had been at all the 
military polls on the way from Ckao-tcheou-fou. 
His Excellency, upon landing with his retinue, 
was received by the lirft M^darin of the city in 
a large and handfome edifice, built on purpofc 
for the reception of the grandees of the Chinefe 
empire when travelling through the country. 


i^ery thing having^een prepared that was 
l^efiary for the continuance of pur journey 
over the mounta* M^Hing-chan, we took leave 
of -the Mandari*iWho treated us on our de- 
parture with ;^;difli of tea. We then got into 
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our palanquins, and fet' olF at a i^uarter paft 
ten, ! 

In thefe vehicles we paflfed through feveral 
ftreets in Nan^hiong'foUi They are not wide, but 
the pavement is pretty good. As all the houfes 
are (hops, we may naturally conclude that it is a 
very commercial city. I remarked in the ftreets 
feveral exceedingly ancient tridmphal arches built 
of ftone, and called in China Pay-fon^. 

On leaving the city we met with two,other 
triumphal arches, between which the foldiers 
were drawn up . in two lines, and at each ex- 
tremity of thofe lines the Ambalfador was again 
faluted with three guns. We came afterwards 
to a large plain, where moft of us got out of oUr 
palanquins, rather chilling to walk on foot for a 
couple of hours, as the road was excellent, and 
the country afforded us a moft delightful prof- 
peft. We were, however, only furrounded by 
fields, which, owing to the feafon, were en- 
tirely naked. 

We next palTed by Pau-tchhig-unt an extenfive 
place, which might even pafs for a little city, 
and which , contains a great number of houfes. 
Thence _we fuceeffively came to two vib 
VoL. I. F lages 
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lages called Cot^-lau-thong and Saa-cheuye-thong, 
in our way to Tfong-fam-thongt where tre flopped 
and dined. 

At half after four we continued our journey, and, 
at a great diflance from our point of departure, 
palled by the city of Moiling-chtm, whence we 
proceeded to the foot of th^ mountain. 

The road by which that mountain is croffed 
is entirely paved with hewn flones, as is alfo 
the whole of the highway between the two cities 
of Nan-hiong-fou and Nan-ngan-fott, in order to fa- 
cilitate the conflant conveyance of goods- which 
is going dVi between them without intermiflion 
during the whole year. The road over the 
mountain is carried through an interval between 
two ridges, and every now and then forms an 
angle, zig-zag cuts having been made on purpofc 
to take off from the fleepnefs of the afcent. 

At half pafl five we reached the highefl point 
of the gorge of the mountain, where, at a fmall 
diflance from the road, is a temple lurrourided 
by rocks, while other rocks ferve it as a founda- 
tion. This temple is dedicated to the great 
philofopher Kong-fou-tfe or Confucius. We 
made a halt there with the intention of exa- 
2 mining 
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taihing it 5 but were only able to take a rapid 
glance, becaufe it was tOo late for us completely 
to fatisfy our defire; 

, After proceeding a Very fmall diftance beyond 
this monument, we came to the gate that marks 
the divifion of the provinces of ^^ng-iongy and 
Kiang-Ji. It is built in an interval between the 
rocks, where there is aifo a rtiilitary'poft, with a 
firong garrifon, to ohferVe tVhat is palling on the 
Canton fide* 

Scarcely had we quitted this gate, when we 
were moll agreeably furprifed firll by perceiving 
the magnificent- Ipeftacle of the valt plain that 
begins at the foot of the mountain we were 
about to defcend, and then by' our prodigious 
elevation above it. The road in fome places 
inclines nO lefs than forty-five degrees, and niiis 
along the edge of a precipice, defcending per- 
pendicularly into an unfathomable abyfs full of 
lharp-pointed rocks* 

In order that we might pafs along this road 
without accident, the officer of the guard mani- 
fcfted his kind attention by giving the Ambaf- 
fador’s palanquin and mine an efcort qi foldiers, 
eight of whom went by the fide of each of us, to 
/ F z aid 
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aid and affifl; the Coulh in cafe of their tumbling 
in fo difficult a pafs. The other perfons at- 
tached to the Embafiy defccnded the mountain 
on horfeback, . and confequently out-travelled us 
a good deal. Environed by precautions, we ar- 
rived both fpeedily and happily at fhe foot of 
the mountain, where torches were lighted on 
account of. the night, which began already to 
fteal the furrounding obje£ls from our fight. By 
the affiftance of their light we continued our 
journey, palling through feveral villages or ham- 
lets in the plain, till at eight o’clock we were 
carried outfide of the ramparts, as far as the 
northern fuburbs oi Nan-ngan-fou. 

The hotel prepared for us ftands by the fide of 
that of the Hou-pptt, at a fmall diftance from the 
place, where it is cuftomary to alight. It is a 
houfe of tolerable appearance. We relied there 
in the bell way we Were able, but not without 
feeling the want of our beds. Our baggage was 
fo tardily conveyed by the Coulis, that it was not 
till nine o’clock of the following morning thaf 
the whole was got together. 

As every thing Cent from the other provinces 
to' Qudng-tong, and from Quang-tong to the other 
provinces, palTes this way, and is conveyed by 
4 means 
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means of Cw/ir, a great number of them are 
conftantly upon the road, tranfporting chefts of 
tea, porcelain, raw filk, pieces . of nam-king^ 
tobacco, oil, ^nd other merchandize, from Nan- 
hiong-fou to Nan~ngan-/ou, and from Nan-ngan-fou 
to Nan-Iiiong-fou. To pfefcrve thefe commodi- 
ties from the accidents they might meet with, 
a. from the damage the rain might do to 
fome of them, very large huts and flieds to Ihelter 
them have been eredlcd at convenient diftances. 
Innumerable inns or public houfes for travellers, 
and Coulis are alfo to be met with all along the 
road, except in the fteep declivities of the moun- 
tains. Every one is fure of finding there a repaft 
to his tafte, and the means of guarding againft 
that want of aliment which the Chinefe are 
perhaps as little able to endure as any other na- 
tion whatever. 

3d. At an early hour of the morning pf E>e- 
cember the 3d, I went to infpect the veffcls deC- 
tined for our conveyance. I found them very 
, clean, and toleraby well fitted up. Calling my 
eyes from the banks of the river over the whole 
length of the fuburbs, I judged them to b^ of 
confiderable extent, and was by no means dif- 
pleafed with their appearance. Opr boats were 
oppofite the flairs of tlie cullom-boufe^ which 

F3 is 
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is aB edifice of magnificent appearance, and haa 
a fpacious fquare in front of it, paved with 
peb.bles like thofe of Europe, The ftreets are 
, paved in the fame manner. The place pf refi- 
dence, or palace of the Hothpou, which appears 
fplidly built, and is furroundcd with a handfbme 
wall, being fituated, as well as the fquare, upon * 
the bank of the river, prefents a vety noble 
objefl to the eye. 

• ' 

Near to. the cuftom-houfe, and to the north- ■ 
ward, -is a mountain of confiderable elevation, 
with a heavy tower, fix ftories high, on its 
fummit. The form of the tower is. that of a 
truncated cone, the feftion being made in fuch a 
way, that when feen from below the tower 
.appears to hang over to one fide. On the other 
fide of the river, facing the mountain, is another, 
the top of which alfa fupports a tower, This is 
alfo of feven ftories, and is of a form more agree- 
able, and more confonant with the prevailing 
tafte of Chinefe archUeflure, 

All our trunks and baggage being at length 
arrived at l^an-ngan-fout they were "immediately 
put on board our boats, and as this, was not ac- 
complifhed till the afternoon, we dined again at 
our lodgings. Every th.ing being at laft arranged, 

pur 
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our third condu£tor called for us at a quarter 
pail five, and accompanied his Excellency to his 
Sampane, whither our hrft condu6tor alfo came to 
pay him a vilit. 

We quitted the banks of the river, favoured by 
a current which drove us on with great rapidity^ 
and continued our journey all the night, guided 
by the propitious beams of the moon. 

I was foon convinced that it is often more 
difadvantageous to go with the ftream .than to 
contend againfl; it, becaufe in the former cafe it 
is difficult to prevent the Sampanes from driving 
upon the rocks, which fometimes occafions a 
great deal of damage, particularly when the 
rainy feafon, by fwelling the rivers, renders their 
courfe both more rapid and more dangerous, 

4th. At a quarter paft feven in the morning 
we paired a place fituated on the banks of the 
river, and of pleafing appearance, called San- 
chan-ton^. At nine o’clock, or thereabout, we 
were near a large tower of feven ftories erefted 
on the fummit of a lofty mountain. 

The land, contiguous to the two banks of the 
river, was planted .with fugar-canes and tobacco* 

F 4 which 



•JZ VOYAGE OP THE DUTCH 

which grows here with great luxuriancy, though 
it does not abound fo much as the fugar-cane. 

I obferved at this place feveral mills which 
raife the water of the river above the banks, 
whence it runs into refervoirs, to be afterwards 
diffufed, by means of canals and aquedufts, over 
the fields that require irrigation. 

Thefe mills are of fimple conftruSiion, and 
entirely compofed of an affemblage of thin bam- 
boos, except the axle-tree of the wheel, which 
is of timber. In no part is the fmalleft piece of 
iron or any other metal employed. The whole 
machine, as well as 1 was able to judge, is from 
eighteen to twenty-eight feet diameter. It is 
compofed of two wheels, which have a common 
axis, and of which the fpokes, inferted obliquely 
into the naves, crofs each other at two-thirds of 
their, length j fo that the two wheels are con- 
neSted by the fpokes, and by a concentric circle 
or ring applied equally to each in order to keep 
them together. The extremities of the bamboos, 
which form the fpokes, are alfo confined by a 
double rim put on each fide of the ring or band 
by' which the two wheels are united. Thefe 
wheels have from forty to forty-eight fpokes. 


To 
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To move the wheel, fome flat bamboos, fo cut 
as to refemble a board, and from ten to twelve 
inches wide, are placed externally at every fourth 
fpoke on each fide of the wheel, and between the 
two parts of the double rim which coniines the 
fpokes. It is againfl thefe bamboos that the cur- 
relit afts, while at the fame points, that is to fay, 
at every fourth fpoke, but upon the -band or ring 
that unites the two wheels of which the great 
wheel is rompofed,are tied thick and hollow joints 
of bamboo, which fill with water when the mo- 
tion of the wheeJ plunges them into the ftream. 
'Ihcfe joints of bamboo njake, wiiii the line 
defcribed by the convexity or periphery of the 
wheel, an angle, which, as well as .the length of 
the joint itfelf, is fo calculated, that when the 
rotation of the wheel that has firft raifed them gives 
them an incitnation downwards, they pour into' 
the veflel deftined to receive it the water which 
they have taken up from the river, and which an 
aqueduct; afterwards conveys to the place where . 
it is wanted. 

Such a mill, when once fet up, works conti- 
nually night and day, until fome accident ob- 
ftmdts its progrefs. 
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Toincreafe the velocity of theftream reparations 
are made in the river in the (hape of a weel, or 
bownet {najfes) fo difpofed that they form a channel 
or water-courfc in the dire£lion of the wheel. By 
means . of this channel, the water when it ap- 
proaches the wheel is a foot and even more 
above the level of the river, the confequence of 
which is a fall thjjt increafes the momentum of 
the fluid upon the flat bamboos, or ladle-boards 
of the wheel, to which they give greater rapidity 
of motion. But for this caufe of acceleration 
the wheel would bring the joints full of water 
but flowly upwards, efpecially as they have no- 
thing to counterbalance their weight on the 
Other fldc. 

By this contrivance the mill anfwers the in- 
tended purpofe as completely as the moft com- 
plicated European nfechine could do j and I will 
anfwer for it that in China it does not occaflon 
an expence of ten dollars. It feems to me that 
the mere putting together of the pieces of which 
it is compofed, is a new proof of the induftry 
and intelligence of the Chinefe. 

Their chain-pumps are alfo a tellimony of It. 
They ufe them in order to raife great quantities 
of water to the height of ten or twelve feet. A 

fingle 
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(ingle man works this machine, and even carries 
it wherever it is wanted, as I have had occafion 
to remark feveral times in the province of Quang- 
tong, near Vampou. I have introduced the ufe 
of them into the United States of America, where 
they are of great utility in rivers, in confequence 
of the little labour they require. 

At three quarters after nine we pafled a 
hamlet called O-kien-thang, and at a quarter paft 
eleven, Hin-lu-thong, a confiderable place, litu- 
ated on the bank of the river. Here alfo we 
faw a number of fugar-mills, the whole country 
in a manner being planted with the reed that 
produces that fubftance. A fingle objefl: diver- 
iified the pro^e£t, and that was an orchard ; 
but it had already alTumed the garb of winter. 

It was half paft twelve when we arrived 
betwepn the two parts of a very large village, 
called Cau-tchay-thongy fituated on both banks of 
the river. We afterwards pafled by feyeral 
hamlets, and at two o’clock came a-breaft of the 
city of Nan-hang-chen, where I flopped to wait 
for the reft of the flotilla, of which my Satnjiane 
bad taken the lead. 


I availed 
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I jivailed myfclf of this opportunity to go and 
lee a handfome temple dedicated to the philo- 
fopher Kong-foU'tJc (Confucius), which was op- 
pofite the point where we flopped, and at a finall 
diflance from the city. This temple is fpacious, 
and'kept in very good order. The hall or prin- 
cipal apartment where the Chap of the philo- 
fopher is expofed to view (for there is no image 
to reprefent him) is furmounted by a noble o6la- 
gonal dome, ftich as I had never before remarked 
in any other pagoda, llie cupola of the dome 
is covered with gilding and paintings j and the 
divifions of the border which correfpond with 
the eight walls or fidcs of the o£lagon, bear the 
following infcriptions, acknowledged to be the 
moft ancient of any of which the memory is pre- 
ferved in China. 


* 


Thefe charafters are written in gold upon a 
red varniflied ground. 

* Why the place of thefe charaders is filled up with blanks 
ia the French original does not appear. -T. 


In 
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In another apartment, adjoining to the former, 
I counted fixty two tablets, or final 1 pieces of 
board, placed upon little pedeftals, and infcribed 
with letters of gold. I was told that thefe were 
the names of the moft celebrated difciples of 
Confucius. 

The pagoda was foon filled with Chinefe, at- 
trafted by the defire of feeing an European. 
This furprifing concourfe of people hindered me 
both from' examining the pagoda as much as £ 
could have wUhed, and from going to the city as 
I fiiould have defired. I fiiould have been glad to 
take a walk there, becaufe it appeared a place 
of confidcrablc magnitude, and becaufe, as far 
as I could judge from the roofs that over-topped, 
the wall, it muft have contained a great number 
of elegant buildings. 

At fix o’clock I was overtaken by the reft of 
the Embafly. As foon as all our veflels were., 
come up we dined, and at feven proceeded oa 
our journey. 

Tlie veflels of our principal conduftor having 
been driven upon the rocks the preceding night, 

1 paid hitn a ihort vifit to enquire after his health. 
I found that, luckily, none of his baggage had 

even- 
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even been wet j and left him, after congratulat- 
ing him on his efcape, and expreffing my wiflj 
that’ the remainder of his journey niight prove 
more fortunate. 

I have only to add, coriderning Nan-hang- cheiti 
‘ that there is another place on the other fide of 
the river, oppofite the fpot it occupies ; as alfo 
a tower which ftands upon a mountain^ and of 
which five ftories ftill exifts. Above Nan-kang-i- 
chen itfelf, I perceived another tower, of which 
'the top was likewife gone ; and which, as well 
as the other. Hands upon a mountain. 

This evening, at three quarters paft feven, we 
paflfed by a handfome Pagoda eredled at the 
point of an angle which the river makes at this 
part. It is called Tc/iip-cotm-ilmng, With this 
point, the tower I had already remarked above 
the city exaflly correfponds. It is feven ftories, 
high without a fpire. Soon after the country 
ccafed to be mountainous, and we pafled along 
a plain where we feldom met with a hill, the 
few that we did being’ at great diftdnces from 
one another. 

' ‘ 

5th, This morning, at half paft fix, we palfed 
by the mouth of a river coming from the weft- 

ward. 
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Vvard. Very near its embouchure are two villages 
facing each other : one called, 'Thaan-hau-thong ; 
the other, Sam-con-kan-tkong. At a fmall diftance 
farther on \s Kian-hgau-thong^ a hamlet. During 
the whole morning, every moment prefented to 
our view a hamlet, a Village, a fugar-mill, a brick- 
kiln, or fbme analagous eftablilhmcnt, which 
were fo many proofs of the country being at once 
populous, and well cultivated. ‘At eleven o’clock, 
a tower, feven ftories high without a top, ftood 
in a lateral direction in regard to us, and at half 
paft eleven Yen-cok-tchun, a very large place 
fituated on the banks of the river, attracted our 
attention. The crowds continually palling back- 
ward and forward befpoke a bufy place, and the 
veffels, ranged in great numbers along the banks 
of the river, gave an idea of great commercial 
aftivity. 

At one o’clock we came to the city of Kan* 
tchem-foUy where we made a paufe. Speftators 
came crowding by thoufands to fatisfy their cu- 
rlofity, and to get a fight of the Europeans. Any 
one would have fuppofed that they meant to at- 
tack our veffels. As this concourfe of people 
became troublefome, and as we found nothing 
there that compenfated for our difagreeable fitu- 
ation, we left the place at three o’clock, with a 

determination 
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determination of not dining till we had got a 
little further on our road. 

The city of Kan-tcheou-fou is of confiderable 
magnitude, and is furrounded with walls in good 
repair. Tlie fuburbs alfo rnake a refpeftable ap- 
pearance. If a judgment could be forihed by 
the number of veflels ranged along the quays, it 
muft be the feat of confiderable commerce. On 
the other bank of the river,, oppofite the town, 
is a place of moderate extent, with a great num- 
ber of very well-built houfes. 

In the city of Kan-tcheou-fou, we obferved a 
tower of which eight ftories may be counted ; 
and perceived another of nine upon a hill by 
the river’s fide, about half an hour’s walk to 
the left of the city. The top of the latter is en- 
tirely covered with fhrubs, which is common 
enough with thofe that are overgrown from top 
to bottom with mofs and brufti-wood. This, 
however, has none-bitt upon its upper furface. 
It is hexagonal. 

/. 

We were a-breaft of the great village of Teku- 
tam-thmg at five o’clock. It contains a Pagoda 
dedicated to Saint Tay-houong, protefior of the 
dangerous pafs of Thin-tfm-th^an. The Manda- 
rins, 
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rins and all the Chinefe. of our party went thi- 
ther to fupplicate the Saint to be propitious to 
our journey, as we expected to be in the midft 
of that formidable palTage on the following day. 

After having dined at Tay~houong our firft 
‘ condu£tor intimated to us, that on account of the 
dangers to be apprehended from the rocks among 
which we \^'ere to navigate, tve Ihould not pro- 
ceed, during the prefent nighty beyond a point 
at a very little diftance, where we were to wait 
for day-light. We were accordingly only half 
an hour in reaching the appointed place, and 
found there all the Mandarins who had fet off 
before us. 

Wc perceived in the evening that we . were 
approximating the high mountains. 

6th. At th^ break of day, the Mandarin gave 
the fignal of departure, and all our veflels imme- 
diately got under ^ay. At feveri o’clock we were 
at the entrance of the dreadful palfage of Thin~ 
tjou-thaatiy which really deferves the epithet in 
the w'inter feafon, fince the whole bed of the 
river is full of (harp rocks, the points of which 
are from two feet and a half to three feet above 
the furface, leaving a Angle narrow channel be- 

VoL. I. G tween 
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tween them. The nature of the river remains 
the fame throughout the whole paffage, which 
it requires two hours to clear when going with 
the ftream. Thanks to the favourable weather, 
to the moderate height of the water, and to the 
light of day, we did not run the fmallefl; rilk ; 
but when the river is fwelled by the rains, which 
raife it three or four feet higher, it acquires a ra- 
pidity that renders the boats unmanageable, and 
the paflfage extremely perilous. This is but too 
well proved by the number of vefrels that are loft 
there every year. 

As foon as we had cleared it, we had on ei- 
ther hand high mountains covered with trees, 
and fcattered over with hamlets, and a great 
many country houfes. Some of thefe mountains 
were clad, to their very fummits, with the little 
ftirub producing oil, of which I have already 
fpoken, and which, being at this feafon of the 
year entirely covered' with bloflbms, prefertted a 
very agreeable obje£Ho the eye. 

At nine o’clock we had reached Tay~kouotii, 
ai large place feated ajl; the confluence of a branch 
of the river that runs to the eaftward j and half 
an hour afterwards Tong-ping, a large place, hnd 
well fttuated, becaufe it is at the point of the 
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Hland of Tong^^ing-tcheou. That illand is of con^ 
liderable extent, and owes fts exiftence to a 
branch that detaches itfelf from the river, as if 
on purpofe to form' it, and afterwards falls into 
the river again. The entrance of this branch is 
guarded by rocks, which deny acce& to all forts 
of velTels. 

At ten o’clock we palled a great hamlet to the 
eaftward of the river called Yau-tfau-thaamt and 
half an hour afterwards the military poll Liangs 
foUt and the village of the fame name, which is 
alfo a large place, but lituated upon the wefterQ 
bank. 

Although the river is eafily navigable in this 
part, it is neverthelefs encumbered here and 
there with rocks, which rife a little above the 
furface of the water; but at a quarter paft eleven 
we came to a place entirely full of large ftones. 
To the weftward was Tfott tfan-nin^ a pretty place 
of conhderable lize, and full of large trees;, and 
oppoiite to it, on the eaftern fide, was 
tfau thatt, a place of fome magnitude alfo. For 
more than half an hour, tlje river wds never frc* 
from rocks. 
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At, a quarter paft tvyelve we came to Houattg- 
Hong-tcheH, where we remarked a number of 
handfbme houfes overlhadowed by fine trees, as 
we did alfb in the village looking towards it from 
the eaftward-. 

, In general, all this part of the Chinefe Empire 
is very populous, the whole country being co- 
vered with habitations. 

BoU-feh-tkong was clofe to us at two o’clock. 
It is a large place upon the eaftern fide of the 
river. A fluice divides it into two parts, and a 
bridge, laid over three piers, affords a paffagc 
from one fide of the fluice to the other. It is the 
northern part that contains the beft edifices. 
The river began agaih to exhibit rocks and 
flioals. 

At three quarters paft tnro we came to a pa- 
goda, which is the fecond dedicated to Saint Tay~ 
houong, whom I have already mentioned as the 
guardian of the difficult paflage in the river. The 
pilots of our Sampanes did not fail to do homage 
to him by ftriking upon the gougom. They alfo 
burned paper in honour of him, and addrefled to 
him their thankfgivings for the prote£lion he had 
afforded us in fo dangerous a pafs. 


After 
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After having pafled feveral villages and ham- 
lets which Ikirt the river on both fides, and of 
which I was not able to learn the names, we 
arrived at fix o’clock at the city of Van-ngan-chen, 
where we remained till three quarters paft feven, 
taking in provifions for the following day. This 
city appears by its ramparts, which were all vve 
could fee of it, to be of confiderable fize. Every 
thing was prepared to give us a welcome; and 
the Ambafiador was received with a falute of 
three guns. After dinner we proceeded on ouf 
journey. 

I now obferved that the mountains had aban-‘ 
doned us, and that the eye could reach, without 
obfiacle, on either fide to a very diftant horizon. 
We this day travelled a hundred and thirty //, 
(thirteen leagues). 

7th. During the preceding night, the weather 
/was r^iny with a foutherly wind, which pre- 
vented us from making any obfeiVations. 

This morning we were Hill furrounded by a 
plain. At half paft eight we came to 'ray-h-cieti, 
a city fituated in the plain to the weftward, at a 
few it's diftance from the bank of the river. 

Gs 


From 
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From the point of fight whend perceived 
ijt^ its appearance was very agreeame ; and we 
were able to diftinguifh feveral edifices, among^ 
which was a tower fix ftories high. ’ The com- 
puted diftance from Van-ngan-chen to Tay-ho-then 
is nine leagues (ninety //). An hour and a half 
elapfed while we were waiting for provifions, 
and for the Mandarins, our condu£lors, after 
which we continued ourjourney. At half paft 
ten we pa^ed a handfome oftogonal tower of 
eight ftories, in very good prefervation, and fitu- 
ated on the weilern bank upon the top of a high 
hill, where it occupies a confiderable fpace. 
Beyond this tower is the village of Ki-thau-toug, 
At eleven o’clock we came to Un-tMrtheng, ano- 
ther village upon the weftern bank, interfperfed 
with trees, and of fonie extent. 

At half pad twelve we pafied a hamlet called 
Tkim-Ufutt-psa. Shortly after the weftern bank 
of the river became mountainous and rocky, 
and continued fo till we were a little beyond 
Faa-ehac-tkfngt which we reached at three o’clocl^ 

ITje country then refumed a level furface. 

0 . ■ " ' 

At half paft four we arrived a-breaft of Tchdu^ 
ea-toUf built to the eaftwapd along the bank of the 
river, and fituated at the beginning and foot of a 

mountain. 
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mountain. * A great number of houfes compofe 
this place, indicate its importance, as do alfo 
a multitude of boats. On the other bank is a 
place of the fame name, embelliflied with hand- 
fome ftone houfes, and not appearing to yield in 
extent to the former. The river, which for-about 
two hours had run in a right line to the north'oft, 
then took a north-wefterly direction, and kept it 
at lead an hour. 

At five o’clock we came to a fmall, but neat 
hamlet. It was fituated to the eaftward of us, 
furrounded with trees, and built of ftone. Half 
an hour after Yeng-lau-fatty a large and lhady 
place, attracted our attention. The plains, in* ' 
terfperfed with trees, began again to appear. 
This evening the city of Ki-ngan-fon was our afy- 
lum; we fupped there; a falute was fired in 
honour of the Ambaffador ; and a great move- 
ment among the people, and a general illumina:- 
tion, fignalized our prefence. I^otwithftanding 
this,, we could difcern nothing of the city, except 
the great length it occupies upon the bank of the 
river, and fome hundreds of boats ranged along 
that fpace. We took provifions on board, and 
^t off again at ten o’clock. ■ 

G4 
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Between yefterday evening and this we went 
a. hundred and eighty Ik (eighteen leagues); for 
that is the computed diftance between Tay-h^ 
then and Ki-ngan-fou. 

We navigated during the whole night, palling 

about twelve o’clock by the city of Ki-ckawye-ehetit 

without perceiving any thing of it. 

• *■ 

8th. This morning, at eight o’clock, we came 
to the village of Tong-con-kouangy thickly planted 
- with trees, and Situated at ninety li (nine leagues) 
from Ki-ngan-fou ; an interval during which the 
darknefs of the night prevented us from feeing a 
number of places. The river was become wider; 
and was Ikirted on either hand with plains till 
eight o’clock, when the mountains again ap- 
proached us. At nine o’clock La-ou-cat-chang 
prefented itfelf, as did, half an hour after, the 
village of Tchii-pan-ihong divided into four quar- 
ters, all in the plain. It vvas to the eaftward of 
us, embellilhed with handfome houfes, and over- 
lhadowed with trees. A quarter of a league 
further on Our way,, the weftern bank offered to 
our .eyes Tchu-ki-tchutty in a line with which, and 
alfo on the weftern fide, is an hexagonal tower, 
whbfenine (lories gain an additional elevation 
from the height of the bill it Hands upon. Its top 

no 
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no longer exifts, and it feetns to have been ilruck 
by thunder, fince it is not eafy to attribute, to any 
other caufe a number of holes in the Hones, Svhich 
in two places defcend in a right line from top to 
bottom. Here on both lides of the river fteep 
mountains ftiow themfelves entirely bare of. 
trees. 

At three quarters paft ten, we were a-breaft 
of the city of Kia-kiang-chen, where we were all 
to wait and take in provifions. Our Mandarins, 
having alfo fome bufmefs to tranfa£l at that place, 
detained us there till it was paft three o’clock. 

This city is fmall, but the Tampart, or wall 
that furrounds it, is of confiderable extent. It 
even pafles over the fummit of two high hills, at 

the foot of which the houfes are built. 

\ 

Beyond Kia-kiatig-chen, the country is again 
flat to a great diftance from the river ; and around 
the city are a number of country-houfes, en- 
circled and (haded by beautiful trees. This-land- 
fcape is repeated on the eaftern fide of the river. 

At five o’clock we pafled Ouan-ho-ouang to the 
weft ward of the river, an extenfive and well- 
built place. If the fields refemble the banks of 

tlic 
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the river, the whole of this country muft be ex- 
ceedingly fertile in wheat and other 'grain, the 
foil being of a rich and inapley nature. The 
houfes we faw there gave us a very favourable 
idea of the profperity of the inhabitants. 

At nine in the evening, we came near the city 
of Sin-ta-chen to the.eaftward of the river ; but as 
there was no landing on that fide on account of 
the lhallownefs of the water, tents, and tri- 
umphal arches were erefted on the weftern bank, 
and every thing prepared for our reception. The 
fame motive had condu6ted thither all the Man- 
darins of the city, who came to pay us their 
comj)liments. We took on board provifions at 
.this place, and after about an hour’s ftay fet off 
again, continuing our journey during the whole 
of the night, without feeing a mountain. We 
were going almoft in a right line to the north- 
eaf!, with a confiderable increafe in the width of 
the river. 

9th. Tliis. morning, at five o’clock, w'e ar- 
rived a-breaft of Tc/iotig-ek, and ftaid there about 
an hour. Although Tchong-ek is not confidered- 
as a city, it has all the appearance of one, occu- 
pying eight hundred toifes along the bank of'the 
river. On the fide next the water, which is 

crowded 
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crowded with velTels, is a wall of ftone, run up 
to a great height, and kept in excellent repair. 
We perceived there feveral temples alfo, and 
other edifices of tolerable appearance. TchoH^-ekt 
on the eaftern bank of the river, is fixty U difiant 
from the city of Siortu-chea, (fix leagues). 

At eight o’clock we reached Yong-tji-tjau fitu- 
ated exactly at the point made by the twp 
branches of the river ; its ^elegant houfes, and 
fine trees, give it a pleafing appearance. As 
the eye cannot difcover any thing like a hill, it 
appears as if the whole country had been pur* 
pofely levelled. The landfcape feemed alfo to 
fay that the country is rich and fertile, fince all 
the fields were fown with different kinds of grain, 
while on every fide were feen hamlets and Vil- 
lages, interfperfed with trees, the houfes being 
for the moll part of Hone, and their appearance 
fuch as to attraO: the. attention of the traveller. 

I can venture to fay, that in all the fpace my 
eves could reach in everv direction, there was 
not a fingle unpleafant point of view. On either 
bank of the river I could count a dozen hamlets, 
or villages, prefenting themfelves at the fame 
moment to the eye. Externally every thing wore 
the appearance of prolperity and happinefs. 

At 
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At nine o’clock we were a-breaft of a village 
called Tfan-tfen-cai-ihong, and three quarters an 
hour afterwards that of V'ong-qttan-fan, both call 
cf the river, 'i’he latter is extenfive> and planted 
with trees. At eleven o’clock we reached the 
city of Tong-cking-ckett, fituated alfo to the eaft- 
ward, but not equal in appearance to; Tchmg-ek, 
which we had feen in the morning. Like that 
place, Tong-ching-chen has a vyall of hewn ftone 
along-fidc of the river j but feveral portions of it 
no longer exift. From the water-lide, nothing 
is to be feen but houfes Handing out of the city, 
and having little to recommend them to the eye. 
We remained there till half paft twelve, when 
M'e fet off again, reckoning that we had ftill a 
hundred and twenty It (twelve leagues) to travel 
before we could reach Nan-ickang-fou, the capital 
of the province of Kiang-Jt. Thence we were to. 
proceed to Pe-king by land in eight and tw’enty 
days, according to the calculation of our firft 
Mandarin, the remaining diffance being ftill three 
hundred and twenty leagues (three thoufand two 
hundred //). 

At half paft one we paffed clofe by Long-thath 
ehdu, a convent built upon a rock, both fides of 
which are waflied by the river, bccaufe it Hands 
in the middle of the ftream. Tbe temple belong- 
ing 
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ing to the convent is dedicated to Saiiit Samquau, 
It fiands entirely embofomed in lofty trees. To 
the eaftward, and oppoiite the convent, is a large 
village, where there are alfo a great number of 
trees. On the eaftern fide alfo is Tay-cong-hait- 
foHg, where we arrived at three o’clock. Several 
hamlets fucceeded, and laft of all the village of 
Tchu-tja~than, a tolerably large place. 

loth. At two in the morning we reached 
ftanding on the weftern bank op- 
pofite Nan-tchang-fou. Here our journe/ by 
water terminated ; and here all our trunks and 
baggage were debarked, in order to their 
being Conveyed over land. When the day 
broke we faw the city ftanding on the other 
bank. It hid the appearance of a very ex- 
tenfive place, and feemed to contain a great 
number of houfes, befides temples and other im- 
portant edifices. In the midft of the river is a 
bank or ifland of fand of confiderable magni- 
tude, but entirely uncultivated. 

At eight o’clock all the perfons of the Embally 
quitted their ^mpanesy and went on Ihore. We 
were then carried to the hotel of a great Man- 
darin, tvhich had been prepared for our recep- 
tiori, and where all our baggage had been depo- 
4 lited^ 



94 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 

litCd) that it might be prt^erly arranged for the 
Cottlis to carry it. We dined» and at two o'clock 
the Ambafiador and 1 feated ourfelvcs in our pa- 
lanquins, in order, to begin our journey over-land, 
which the other gentlemen rather chofe to per- 
form on horfebaclc. 

Upon leaving the city, we met fucceflively 
’with two triumphal arches which were lined 
with two hundred foldiers under arms. We 
pafled between them, and at each arch three 
guns were fired as a falute to the Ambaffador. 

We proceeded on our journey, palling now 
through confiderable places, now through ham* 
lets, fome of which were pretty enough, and 
meeting at times with uneven ground, broken 
by fmall hillocks, but in every part the country 
confided of arable land. In the evening we ar- 
rived at Lok-faa-tfuHt where we paflTed the night. 
It is a place of conlideMble extent, appears po- 
pulous, and afforded us a very comfortable 
lodging. 

. 1 ith. At four in the morning we proceeded 
on our journey ; and at half paft ten, after twice 
eroiling the river, vrt came to the city of JOrw- 
tchang-cken where we dined. At two o’clock 

we 
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We fet off again, in order to reach Ta-ngm-ehatt 
where ' we arrived at nine in the evening, and 
where we palTed the night. 

In the conveyance of our baggage we met with 
a great many difficulties, of which the Coulis were 
the principal caufe. It feemed as if the Manda> 
rins had but little authority over them. 

• 

Our road this day led us again through feveral 
handfome villages and hamlets, and over very 
fertile arable land, of which a great part was 
fown with corn, turnips, and horfe beans. All 
thefe plants were growing in ftraight lines, and' 
in an order that might vie with that of our kitchen 
gardens. It appears that the Chinefe never Icat- 
tcr the feed with the hand, but fow always in 
furrows, and with a dibble. This fymmetrical re- 
gularity gave a charming appearance to the fields 
which were already in a Hate of vegetation. 

Upon the hills there are a great many hollies, 
copfes, and woods of beach and oak. 

I obferved- alfo that the hogs in this part of the 
country differed entirely from thofe of Quatig-tong^ 
being quite black, and apparently of a wild 
breed. Their belly does not hang down; their 

fnout 
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fnout is (hort and turned lip ; and their ears are 
long and pendant. Their hair is alfo both thicker 
and ftiffer. 

It is equally ealy to fee that there is a difference 
in the men, particularly in the colour of the Ikin. 
In general they are here of a much ruddier com- 
plexion than the inhabitants of the fouth of China ; 
a circumflance thafis ftillmore perceptible among 
the women, whofe cheeks are as red as thofe of 
European females, in the full bloom of youth and 
health. 

Among the carriages employed in this coun- 
try is a wheel-barrow, fingulariy conftrufted, 
and employed alike for the conveyance of perfons 
and goods. According as it is more or lefs hea- 
vily loaded, it is directed by one or two perfons, 
the one dragging it after him, while the other 
puihes it forward by the fliafts. The wheel, 
which is very large in proportion to the barrow, 
is placed in the centre of the part on which the 
load is laid, fo that the whole weight bears 
upon the axle, and the barrow men fupport n6 
part of it, but ferve merely to move it forward, 
and to keep it in equilibrium. The wheel is as 
it were cafed up in a frame made, of laths, and 
covered over with a thin plank, fouror five inches 

wide* 
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wide. On each fide of the barrow is a projefllon, 
On which the good^ are put, or which ferves as 
a feat for the paffengers. A chinefe traveller fits 
on one fide, and thus ferves to counterbalance 
his baggage, which is placed on the other. If 
his baggage be heavier than himfelf, it is ba- 
lanced equally on the two fides, and he feats 
himfelf on the board over the wheel, the barrow 
being purpofely contrived to fuit fuch occafions. 

The fight of this wheel-barrow thus loaded, 
was entirely new to me. I could not help re- 
marking its fingularity, at the fame time that I 
admired the fimplicity of the invention. I even 
think, that in many cafes fuch a barrow would 
be found much fuperior to ours. 

In addition to this, I fhould fay that the wheel 
is at leaft three feet in diameter, that its fpokes 
are fiiort and numerous, and confequently, that 
the felloes are very deepj and that its convexity 
on the outer fide, inftead of being nearly flat, like 
common wheels, is of a (harp form. This nar-t 
rownefs of the outer edge of the wheel appeared 
to me at firft fight very unfuitable. It feemed 
that if broader it would have been better 
adapted to a clayey foil; but 1 recollefted that 
at Java, the carts drawn by buffaloes have alfo 
VoL. I. H wheels 
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wheels with narrow felloes, on purpofe that in. 
the rainy feafon they may cut through fltrong 
grounds, in which broad whdels would (tick fall ; 
as experience taught the learned M. tiooyman, 
who attempted to employ broad wheeled carts in 
the environs in Batavia, but found himfelf obliged 
to follow the cuftora of the country. I am there- 
fore convinced that the Chinefe wheel is the bell 
fuited to a clayey foil. 

J2th. The Ambaflador had this morning a 
little difpute with the Mandarin who commands 
our efcOrt, concerning the diforder apparent in 
.every thing fince yefterday ; our fupper not being 
ready at midnight, and no care having been taken 
to fend our cooks on before us. The Coulh had 
even fet them down in the middle of the road, and 
refufed to carry them any farther. Beds, trunks, 
every thing had arrived late and partially ; and 
oiir lodgings were bad, and deftitute of every kind 
of convenience. 

The Mandarin exprelTed his concern for all our 
'bufferings, and aflured us that not one of them 
was imputable to his negligence, but entirely 
to a want of fubordination among the Cotllis-, that 
he would redouble his efforts to remedy them ; 
hut that for feveral days to come it would be im- 
4 polfible 
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poffible for him to procure us more convenient 
lodgings, becaufe the province did not afford 
better. He added, that fuperior accommodations 
would be found in Kiang-nan, and nearer to Pe- 
king-, and that he hoped his Excellency would 
dxercife his patience for a few days longer. He 
then entreated us to proceed immediately upon 
our journey. 

After a light breakfaft. We fet off at half pall 
nine, in the midft of rain and a very high wind. 
At one o’clock we came to a very large and 
handfome Pagoda, dedicated to the tjoddefs 
Com-yam, (who is the Virgin Mary of the Chi- 
nefe). We there took a cojd dinner, and left it 
at four o’clock, in order to take up our abode 
for the night at the city of Kieou-kiang-fou. The 
rain and the wind having increafed during the 
evening, our torches went out at every ftep. 
The ■ road, in the part where it was carried over 
heights, or paffed between the gorges of moun- 
tains, was very flippery; and our bearers, ' after 
having got through it, were numbed with cold, 
wet, and’ worn out with fatigue^ The confe- 
quence was, that at the firft habitation tb,cy came 
to they put down my palanquin under a fhed 
by the road fide, in order to go to the houfe in 
fearch of fire to watrm therofelves, and dry their 

H 2 clothes. 
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clothes. Thus abandoned, I laid myfelf dowit 
to fleep in my vehicle, ‘experiencing at that mo- 
ment how fertunate it was that our merchant 
Ponqua had taken care to procure fuch conveni- 
ent carriages for the AmbaiTador and me. ''The 
reft of the night paffed away while I was enjoy- 
ing a comfortable fleep. 

In the morning ‘we faw two litters, carried by 
mules, pafs by us. They were larger than our 
covered palanquins, and confequently we fliould 
have found them more commodious on our jour- 
ney; but it was impoflible to procure fimilar con- 
veyances. Thefe carriages belong to rich per- 
fons, who have them made whenever they are 
about to undertake a long journey. 

13th. At the break of day my bearers came to 
take me up again. The road, as well as on the 
preceding day, paffed over plains, intcrfperfed 
with hamlets and infulated habitations. At eight 
o’clock 1 arrived at the lodgings prepared for us 
in the city of KJeou-kiang-foUj where his Excel- 
lency had been fince two o'clock in the morning. 
The Mapdarin who was at the head of the go- 
vernment, and who wore the dark blue button, 
came to pay his refpefts to me, as he had done 
to 'the Ainbaffador in the middle of the night. 

He 
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He was old, exceedingly polite, ?ind eager to 
comply with all our defires. Our lodging was 
very convenient and fpacious. . 

I went to take a walk in the town, which 
might with more propriety be called 'a village; 
fince inllead of the common way of laying out 
the ground in cities, many of .the houfes are fur- 
rounded with large kitchen gardens. Whole' 
fields, and cultivated pieces of land feparate 
the houfes ; between which there are fuch im- 
menfe intervals, that I do not believe more than 
a tenth part of the fpace within the walls is built 
upon. 

I went to -fee the principal pagoda, , where our 
firfi: condu£tor was , lodged, which gave me an 
opportunity of paying him a vifit. This temple 
is very large, and kept in excellent repair. By 
the fide of it is, a convent inhabited by a number 
of Bonzes. Near the pagoda is a handfome hex- 
agonal tower of feven ftories. It differed from 
moft of thofe I had feen, becaufe between every 
ftory it is encircled with a double balcony. It is 
indeed the fecond of the kind that I have yet met 
with. The other was at Kien-tchang^chen, through 
which we paffed the day before yefterday. 
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It would be impoinble to give an idea of the in- 
credible multitude of people who came crowding 
to fee me : it was fo great that but for the Chinefe 
foldiers who attended me, and opened me a way 
through the crowd, [ ihould never have been able 
to get on. The women completely filled all the 
doors and windows. In general their perfons 
were pleafing: I eyen remarked fome who were 
beautiful. 

It' was the intention of the Ambaffador to take 
another night’s repofe; but at three o’clock this 
afternoon, the Mandarin 3ame to propofe to us 
to fleep at a place forty /i off. The reafon was 
that we had to pafs at Kieou-kiang-fou, a very large 
branch of the Kiang, which we might now do 
with a favourable breeze j whereas, if we.ftaid 
till the following day, a change of wind might 
render the palTage of it impoffible, and thereby 
not only occafion a delay in our journey, but 
might even injure the fuccefs of our Embafly. 

The tone of entreaty and perfuafion ufed by 
the Mandarin had its effe^ upon his Excellency, 
and at four o’clock we quitted our comfortable 
lodgings in order to proceed on our journey. 
We repaired to the bank of the river, which is 
very wide, pf which the eoup is very agree- 
able. 
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able, and which is navigable for Imall junks. 
Finding there feveral large and commodious 
veffels ready to convey us with our retinue and 
baggage, we went on board then, and, hoifting 
our fails, reached the oppoiite bank in about half 
an hour. 

I Ihould add here, that upon a hill near the 
place ilvhere we embarked there Hands a pa- 
goda, by the fide of which is an hexagonal tower 
of fix Hones high, in very good preferVation. 
The fliadow of fome tall trees fell upon the 
temple, which, together with the tower, corn* 
pofed a very agreeable view. 

When we came to the other fide, we feated 
ourfelves again in our palanquins, and came to a 
moderately large place, where we were con- 
duced to a public edifice. The commandant, 
whom we had feen on the other fide of the river, 
came and Hiewed us the fame civilities again, 
becaufe we were Hill within his diHriC. He 
invited us to partake of a collation which he had 
prepared; but we begged to be excufed, ex- 
prefling to him our defire to arrive at the place 
where we were to fleep in time for fupper. 
Having furniHied ourfelves with torches we fet 
off at fix o’clock i but fcarcely hafd we advanced 
H 4 an 
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an hundred yards before the Cwlis fetus down in, 
thellreets, refufing to carry us any farther unlefa 
they were better paid. Two hours were fpent 
in difputes, which ended in an acquiefcence in 
their demand. In the mean time the weather 
was become exceedingly bad, with wind an4 
rain. We went on notwithftanding. 1 feated 
myfelf in my- chair in a convenient pofture for 
fleep, and did not' arrive till two o’clock in the 
morning at Liang-kiang, where we put up at the 
moil miferable lodgings we had hitherto met 
with. It furniihed neither the means of fatis- 
fying thiril or hunger, nor was there any place 
where we could decently lie down. 

I was fo indignant at it, that after having 
waited in vain half an hour for the arrival of the 
Araballador, I went to fleep in my palanquin. I 
was exceedingly vexed at his Excellency having 
fuifered hirafelf to be over-perfuaded by the old 
Mandarin, and at our being deprived of our ex-* 
cellent lodgings,and even indeed of our fupper j 
for all our train was entirely difperfed. 

14th. This morning, &t fix o’clock, I ordered 
my Cmlis to be called, and hearing that the Am- 
baflador was not arrived, fet off from this mife- 
xable inn with<j|it getting out of nay chair. The, 
" weather* 
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.weather, though Hill rainy, granted me now and 
then a fliort interval of fair weather. I was tra- 
velling over very fertile arable land. At half pad 
one in the afternoon I reached the city of Houang- 
mei-chen, in the province of Hou-quang, where the 
accommodations, although fomething better than 
thofe of the preceding day, were hardly fupcrior 
to what may be procured in an inconfiderable 
Dutch village. 

The AmbalTador arrived an hour after, and 
llept in his palanquin or chair, as I had dune the 
night before. Our other gentlemen came in 
fuccellion, as well as part of the baggage, but 
his Excellency’s guard did not yet appear. We 
fupped, and every one laid down to court the 
embraces of fleep, rendered both fweet arid ne- 
ceffary by fatigue. 

The city appeared of confiderable magnitude, 
and very commercial. It is alfo very popular, 
to judge at lead by the great concourfe of people 
we met with in crofling the dreets. In this city 
there is a pyramidal tower of eight lides. 

15th. Our trunks and baggage arrived piece- 
meal in the courfe of the morning, and at noon 
the guards of the Embafly made their appear- 
ance. 



io6 ' Voyage of the dutch 

ance. We were in hopes of paffing another 
night at Hottang-mey-ehen, in order to recover en- 
tirely from our fatigue, and to fee every thing 
belonging to us collefted together j but our firft 
condu6tor came again toTequeft the Ambaffador 
to proceed forty li in the afternoon, and not to 
Hop till we Ihould have gone the whole diftance. 
We determined to. do fo, upon condition, how- 
fever, that the Mandarins fliould take more effi- 
cacious means to convey our trunks and beds to 
our lodgings as foon as ourfelves. 

We let off accordingly at three o’clock. We 
firft travelled over a flat country, through 
ploughed fields, croffing feveral branches of 
rivers on our way. Our road paffed afterwards 
by the foot of a mountain, and at length, at fix 
o’clock, we reached’ the appointed place : it was 
the village of Ting-ching-eban. Our accommoda- 
tions were worfe there than at the place we had 
quitted *, but as it was in vain to think of get- 
ting better, we had nothing to do but to content 
ourfelves where we were. This place, which is 
not confiderable, is a dependency of the city of 
Houang-tney-chen, 

So far, our journey over land was not eafily 
performed} and cannot be better compared 

than 
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than with a forced march made by light troops. 

It was fortunate indeed that the rain ceafed, tor 
it had already rendered the toads almoft ifn- 
paflable. After a tolerable fupper, at which 
we had the company of our firft conduftor, who 
came to fix the next day’s rotfte with the Am- 
baffador, we went to bed at half paft nine, that 
We might be ready to fet otf at an early hour. 

We were accordingly in motion at four o’clock, 
and, after having proceeded a league, entered 
the province of Kiang-nam, of which CQti-dmg- 
fou *, better known by the name of Nam-king, is 
the capital. We croffed feveral branches of 
rivers, moftly by means of ftone bridges, having 
eight, feven, five, or a fmaller number of piers. 
The bridges here are not all conftrufted with 
arches j there are fome having from one pier to 
another nothing but flat hewn Hones, ten or 
twelve feet long j the piers are alfo of hewn ftone, 
nnd are of a fliarp form in the part they prefent 
to the ftream, in order tha^t the water, in its rapid 
courfe, may meet with the leaft poflible refift- 
ance, and confe^uently do no damage to the 

♦ This Is th« real name of the city which the Europeans are 
in the habit of calling Nam-ktng» the latter word lignlfylng onlj 
the Court of the Souths becaufe Con^tUngfouf lituated In the foutb 
#f Chinaj was the Imperial place of refidencce 

bridge} 
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bridge; a precaution which fliews the ikill and 
penetration of the Chinefe architefls. 

»• 

- Over tivo rivers we found bridges fupported 
by floating bamboos,- 

We cdme to feveral villages where all forts of 
potter’s work are executed upon the largeft fcale. 
In other villages we found manufa<Stories of almofl: 
all kinds of wrought goods. As a proof of the 
induftry exerted in this refpe£t, I muft mention 
one where vermicelli w^as making. The land at 
the fame time announced the greateft fertility. 

At eleven o’clock we were at Fong-chang-y, 
a pretty large place, whence we fet off an 
hour after for Tay-ha-chen, and arrived there at 
half paft two o’clock. As we had our Coulh to 
change, we flaid there an hour and a half in a 
very handfome hotel. This large and commer- 
cial city is fituated upon an ifland formed by two 
branches of the river. In the ftreet where we 
flopped we faw an hexagonal tower, feven 
flories.high, almofl flmilar to that of Kieou-kiang- 
fouy of which mention is made_ above. It was 
paft four when we quitted this city on our way 
to Tcheou-tji-eckt vihtxQ we arrived at half paft 
feven, ’ The other gentlemen had preceded us 

thither. 
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thither. An hotel, of tolerable appearance, was 
our afylum for the night. 

During the day we faw four triumphal arches 
of ftone, which, although very ancient, were in a 
pretty good ftate. Two of them Hood in the 
midft of fields, at a fmall difiance from the road. 
The weather was very fine and mild, but, during 
the morning, the roads were* bad and llippery. 
We pafied over feveral elevated fpots, fhut in 
between high mountains ; . the whole ilifiance 
travelled this day being a hundred and twenty-^ 
(twelve leagues). 

We were ready to fet off at four o’clock in the 
morning, but we had neither Conlis nor torches, 
and an hour elapfed before we could get away. 
Being the laft to fet off, I was not on the road till 
three quarters pall five. The weather was rainy, 
windy, and cold. At three quarters pall ten I 
came to Tfien-chan-cheu, a city of confiderable 
fize. I can fay nothing of its interior, becaufe I 
was only carried along-fide its walls j but from 
without I dillinguilhed a very large tower of fix 
fides, and as many ftories, which differed from all 
I had hitherto feen, by having its top in the form 
of a lantern. I found the party already alTem- 
bled at our halting place, whence we departed 
4 before 
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before half part eleven, with the intention of 
pafling the night at Tong-ching^c1ien\ but when 
we reached Tcheo-tou'hant his Excellency was 
taken to lleep at an hotel there, on account of 
the rain, although it was only half pail three 
o’clock, and' we might yet have proceeded a 
confiderable diftance. It was natural, however, 
that we ihould comply with the defire of our 
conduflor. Our day’s journey was in confe- 
quence only ninety li. 

During the greater part of this day we tra- 
velled over mountains where not the fmalleit 
fertile fpot efcapes cultivation. The eye of an 
European is delighted at beholding the induf- 
trious application of the Chinefe, who, rating 
difficulties at nothing, convert mountains into 
fertile fields, and change their inclined fixrface 
into level ground, by means of terraces of four 
or five feet elevation, which defeend by fteps 
from, the top of the declivity to the bottom of 
the valley. But for their exertions it is evident 
that thofe regions muft remain for ever unculti- 
vated, on account of the ravages committed by 
the floods during the heavy rains, which would 
jiot fail to carry both the foil and the feed depo- 
rted in it into the ravines below. The precau- 
tions of which 1 am fpeaking render fuch a mif- 

chief 
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chief impoflible by levelling every thing. Each 
terrace is befides fecured with a parapet, and a 
little ditch to drain off the fuperfluous water. 
On the other hand, 'as elevated grounds are in 
their very nature fubjeft to droughty the Chinefe, 
to remedy this evil, judicioufly place on the 
fummits of the higheft mountains ample refer- 
voirs, in which the rain water is received and 
preferved. As foon as the drought begins to be 
felt, the reviving ftream defeends, and faves ±he 
corn, grafs, and vegetables, from its perniciou® 
cfFefls. 

The afpeft of a Hope fo difpofed, when feen 
from a commanding lituation, was highly agree- 
able, although the ground was now entirely 
firipped and naked. How delightful muft it be 
when wheat embellifhes the furface, and covers 
it with ^ verdant carpet ! 

From the top of one of thefe flopes, along 
which I was carried, I difeovered, at noon, no 
lefs than nine hamlets, lying in different direc- 
tions, and borrowing frpm the furrounding trees 
the appearance of fo many fliady groves. The 
whole compofes a very beautiful pifiure, with « 
long fucceflion of mountains in the diflanc.e, 
where the eye of the fp«£tatpr difeems pagqdas 

and 
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and other edifices ftanding upon elevated fpots, 
and furrounded by innumerable trees. 

We have alfo this day had a view of feveral 
triumphal or honorary arches, built of ftone._ 
Near the city of TJten-chan-cken zxt at no 
great diftance from one another ; four of them 
by the road fide, and the fifth in the very middle 
' of the highway. 

I made more particular enquiries concerning 
the fignification of thefe monuments, and was 
told, that they are archite£tural works intended 
to perpetuate the memory of perfons of both 
fexes, whpfe virtues have deferved celebration 
and the homage of the public. The Emperor, 
on his part by way of exciting emulation, takes 
^ care to 'preferve whatever may ferve to tranfmit 
to pofterity an idea of the glory of thofe cele- 
brated perfons j while infcriptions indicate their 
names, and the noble aftions by which they 
gained their renown. 

A more exafl idea will be given of this kind 
of recQmpenfe by mentioning the mofl: virtuous 
clafTes of men in favour of whom this ufage has 
been adopted. 


i . Perfons 
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1. Perfohs who have lived a century; the 
Chinefe t hinking , that without a fober and 
virtuous life it is impoflible to attain fo great 
an age. 

2. Children who have given proofs of great 
filial affe<%ioh. 

3. Women remarkable for their chaftity. 

The fineft of the tri&mphal arches we faw this 
day, which is compofed of a very hard kind of 
white marble called Samchit, was erefted in 
honour of three fitters. According to the Chinefe 
cuftom, they had been betrothed from their in* 
fancy j but their three intended hulbands died 
before they were marriageable. In vain did 
other men defirc their company through life; 
faithful to their firtt engagements, they confi- 
dered them as binding till their death, after 
which this mark of honour was awarded them. 

4. The Mandarins who have governed in the 
dittrift fubjeft to their authority with fidelity 
and jufticcj fo as to gain the love and etteem of 
the people. 


You I. 


I 


S. And 
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5. And laftly, tlie perfons who have 
guifhed themfelves by rendering figiial lervices 
to the Hate j or vrho have made or invented any 
thing conducive to the advantage of the public. 

tfom the beginning of our journey over land 
to the prefent time, I have met with upwards' of 
twenty-five of thefe honorary arches. 

I return to the wheel-barrow already defcribed 
to mention what I .have obferved to-day. ‘By 
way of hindering the wheel from wearing out in 
fandy roads, the outer edge, or periphery, is 
covered with a rim, two inches wide, made of 
bamboo. By means of this the wheel does not 
fink in, . but rolls over the fuperficies of the 
ground like a Dutch wheel. Thus have the 
Chinefe contrived to make their barrow fer- 
viceable in all roads, by means of a trifling ad- 
dition which they have it always in their power 
to provide. 

Our lodging wEs again very bad at TcKeou- 
kUhhmt, ai)d in doiifequence of the refolution We 
Ibul taken this morning of going Hill further, 
the greater part of our baggage, table uteiifils, 
and wine, vrere fent on before us, which ren- 
(^red our repaft ver^ difagreeable. We Wete, 
z indeed. 
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•Itideed, in want of evefy accommodation, and 
even of - forks and fpoons ; for the former are 
not in ufe in €%ina, and the latter are made qf 
porcelainj with very fliort handles. We were 
alfo reduced to drink -water. In all refpefts the 
fcene was well worthy painting j and circuni* 
■fiances of this kind were fo little uncommon, 
that furely no Embaffy ever met with fo many 
curious adventures. 

i8th. We fet off at half paft fourj the rain, 
which had poured the whole night, continuing 
at intervals during all the day, rendered the 
roads horrible. At ten o’clock we arrived at 
^Tau-tchong-y, where we made a flop of half an 
hour to breakfaft.j and at three quarters paft 
four in the afternoon reached oiir lodgings in the 
fuburbs of Tong^ching-cken, whither his Excel- 
-leiicy had preceded us two hours before. This 
was the beft halting place we had hitherto, met 
with. . ! 

•The wind beginning to blow ftrqtigly from the 
'leftward towards noon, the cold became more 
piercing than we had yet felt* it throughout our 
journey. We croffed fevferal rivers, the road 
keeping conftantly at a fmall diftance from a 
chain of .high mountains, of which the fummits 
la were 
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wjere covered with ice and fnow. We paiTed 
to-day in like manner as yefterday, over heights 
and through .vallies^ meeting, on onr way with 
many fpotsof cultivated ground. I ohCerved fe- 
veral fmall patches by the road' fide which were 
hardly -fix feet broad, and which were never- 
thelefs prepared for fowing by the, plough. This 
proves to what a^ pitch the attention to cultiva- 
tion is carried, and that it fuffers nothing to 
efcape it. 

The political fyftem of the Chinefe princes in 
remote times was to confider agriculture as the 
principal, the firft, arid moil noble of the occu-> 
pations of man. This idea goes to fuch a length 
that the Emperor attends annually at a folemn 
feftival, in which he exercifes the profeffion of a 
hufbandman. Many learned Chinefe have, from 
time immemorial, written a great number of 
.»works concerning agriculti^re— works of which 
Grammont, the Miffionary, fpoke to me „at 
Canton in high terms of praife. He even thinks 
them worthy of tranflation into the European 
languages, .on. account of the utility that might 
be derived froth them $ and becaufe many things 
occur in thetn which among us are entirely 
unknown. 
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' We faw in this day’s journey feveral rhamlets, 
and feven honorary arches. I can fay little of 
the KiMj Tong-ching-chent becaufe I only palTed ' 
along its walls. It appeared, however, a place 
of fome magnitude, and I could perceive the 
remains of two o£togoiial towers, one of three 
ftories, the other of fix. Nothing elfe curious 
attracted my obfervation. 

In the evening the Fou-yuen of the difirid difi 
patched two Mandarins to prefent to us his 
refpefts, and his apology for not coming in 
perfon, on account of the rain. He fent us a 
prefent of a hundred hams, and a hundred falted 
ducks, with tea and fugar for our journey. At 
the beginning of the night the rain redoubled. 

19th. The weather being tolerably dry this 
morning, we fet off at half pad four, the reft of 
the train following us flowly. The Coulis, twelve 
of whom had been ordered for the Ambaffador’s 
palanquin, and as many for mine, fet me down 
at half a league from the city, in the road and in 
the midft of the mud, becaufe their number was 
reduced to_^ five, the other feven having made off 
as foon as they had received their hire. After 
vvaiting an hour four other Coulis came to my 
* 1 3 relief. 



I ts voTAGB OF Dtr^roa 

relief, and took mtf np again. The road-, j 
carridd altndft eonftantljr over a clayey foife vrtia . 
very bad, which J)Tevented my arriving before^ 
one o’clock at Tayqm-fe'y a large place^ at only 
forty li didahce from Totig’-chingrchen. 

I flopped there half an hour in order to get 
four Coulkt which were procured forme by the 
Mandarin. He fent alfo one of his fervants with 
me oh horfeback, to keep an eye over thole 
fcOundrels, and prevent their defertion. At half 
paft one I proceeded on my journey, but it /was 
part two o’clock in the morning before I reached 
our lodgings at having confumed at 

leafl three hours in going the laft feven li. The 
roads tvere fo exceedingly bad that the Cwlis 
were conftantly half way up their legs in mud ; 
and it was fo flippery that they were every ' 
moment in danger of falling. This, indeed, 
happened four times, and the confequence was 
that the feat under me was broken to pieces. I 
returned thanks to heaven when I found royfelf 
fafely hpufed ; for the road not being wide, there 
was no little danger of being thrown into th)» 
ditch, on one fide or other, as often as the bearera 
made a falfe flep^ 

Aftej 
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fq uncomfortable a joume/ 1 was again 
obliged, tp go tp bed without a fupper, becaufe the 
copjts again c;^me up too late. Some of the.perfon$ 
of the Ambaflador’s fuite were under the neceffity 
of travelling part of the, way on foot. On thp 
approach of night the cold became fo piercing* 
that it feemed as if we had been fuddenly tranl^, 
ported into the midft of winter ; and this change 
being ftill more diftreffing to ’the Chinefe than 
to Europeans, it is no wonder that a great 
number of the Ckulis.. defer ted at the end of the 
day, in order to warm themfelyes in the firft 
houfe they met with. All thefe circumftances 
tendered our journey doubly difagreeable. 

His Excellency, ori his arrival here, was con- 
duced to a miferable public-houfe. He com- 
plained of this bitterly, and in very expreffive 
terms, to the Mandarin of the town, who was 
come to congratulate him, and told' him repeatr 
edly, that he fliould never have expeCed fuch 
treatment. The Mandarin pretended that there 
was no better place, but as his afiertion was 
evidently contrary to truth, the Ambaflfador had 
him driven from his prefence. 

Two of our gentlemen, mounted on horfe* 
back, had gone from the place in which- we 

1 4 were 
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were quartered t6 the city, where they were told 
of a very good inn in another part of the fuburbs. 
We have even reafon to believe that it was 
prepared for us, fince triumphal arches fuch 
as we generally found before our halting places, 
were ere£ted there. His Excelfency, being in-> 
formed of the difcovery of this inn, removed to it 
about midnight. 

We were neverthelefs obliged to go without 
beds, and to content ourfelves with the cufliions 
of our palanquins, almoft ali our baggage being 
behind us, particularly fome trunks that were 
left in the middle of the. road by the CouliSt on 
account of the cold and rain. We had, how- 
ever, travelled a hundred and ten U lince the 
niornmg. 

The road we followed this day was conti- 
‘nually up and down hill, but towards the evening 
We came to a plain. At feven li from the city 
of Toug-chin-chen we croffed a river in ferry-boats. 
Jt had frozen the preceding night and in the 
morning, and every thing was covered with ice 
as in the midft of winter. The fields and trees 
were entirely clad in a garb of fparkling white. 

' Towards 
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Towards noon we climbed flowly up a very 
lofty mountain, and reached its top enveloped in 
ice and fnow, about half paft one. The defcent 
on. the other fide of this mountain was fo rapid, 
that in fome places it exceeded that of Moiling- 
ekan. When upon the fummit I enjoyed the 
aftonithing fpe£tacle of a valley fituated between 
two ridges of mountains, and of jan appearance 
fo attraftive, that 1 could not fatisfy my eyes. 
Every thing was, however, in a ftate of barren 
nakednefs, which could not fail to injure the 
profpe£t. How charming, then, muft be the 
contemplation of this magnificent fcene when 
fummer has fcattered flowers over it; when 
their bright tints form a delightful contrail with 
the other beauties of vegetation; and when 
yellow efirs of corn enrich the fields. 

At two o’clock I reached the valley, where I 
purfued my journey for three hours, conftantly ' 
accompanied by rivulets, and their gentle mur- 
murs, and conftantly furrounded by the marks of 
cultivation, of which the impreflion was diC- 
cemible upon the very tops of the mountains. 

The induftry and flcill of the Chinefe in agri- 
culture manifefts itfelf in this valley, with all the 
charafteriftics of the higheft jperfeftion. At a 
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finale g}^nce th9 eye ti^es jn tltiejr various con* 
trivfinoes to pcpi^ by the (jif&rent htpatiQn$ of 
the ground. The lower parts are cut into Heps 
or ftages, as I have already occafion tp 
relate, while the hijl$ are ploughed up tp the 
very top, , a dire6iion behigp giyen to the furrows 
and ditches, fuch as the inclination of the plane 
requires to drain off the Water. Such' places as 
form an amphitheatre, and have no inundation to 
fear during the rainy ^cafon, are alfo cultivated 
to the very Ajmmits of the mountains. Yes, 1 
am fure that many people in Europe would 
go a hundred miles to enjoy a profpeft fo en- 
chanting as that of this valley muil be when all 
its ornaments are united. 

1 muft alfo be permitted to add, that in the 
fpace occupied by arable land, fometimes houfes 
were feep forming feparate habitations, and 
fometimes collected into hamlets. Lofty and 
tufted trees added their rural beauties to dif- 
ferent parts of the picture, and while, for the 
firft time, the empire of China offered to my view 
oaks lofty enough to recal the idea of the king 
of the foreft, 1 caft alfo a glance upon the weep- 
ing willows that grew by the road fide. A foft 
and gentle Ihower covered the branches of that 
melancholy tree, as well as of all the others, and 

of 
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of the moft humble Ihrubs, with a dew. that fil- 
vered over their foliage, while the light refle£led 
from thefe little globes of cryllal, produced an 
efie£i: which created at once afionidiment and 
pleafure, and which was fuch as I never remember 
to have feen at any other period of my life. 

During the morning I faw ten more triumphal 
arches, fix of which were near 'the city of Tong~ 
ching-ehm, and clofe to one another, 

I 

A great many pigs are bred here. I met 
whole herds going to feed in the woods ; all of 
them black, and fuch as I defcribed under the 
date of the loth of this month. Since we have 
been travelling over land I have not met with 
a fingl.e white one. 

It was for the firft time that I to-day obferved, 
a change in the dogs: till now, and in the 
fouthern parts of the Empire, I had feen none 
but the ftraight-eared fpaniel, but here the dogs 
have pendant ears, and a thin tail. Their height 
is greater than that of the fpaniel, from which 
they are altogether a difierent fpecies. 

In this part of the country very good yellow 
carrots are cultivated, which have exadlly the 

fame 



V.OTAOS 0 » THE DUTCH 


fame talie ^ the Dutch, and are confequently 
far fuperior to thofe of Canton. We alfo met 
^h round turnips of the largeft kind in great 
^imdance. 

20th. We were not able to fet off on account 
of all our baggage being again behind us, and of 
its raining the whole day. There was, befides, 
a want of CouliSy 'becaufe the prefents intended 
fpr the Emperor, that were fent off from Canton 
before our departure, paffed by here yefterday, and 
employed about a thoufand Cou/is in their convey- 
ance. ' Laft evening we found two mirrors ftill 
without the city. They were forwarded this 
rooming, which added to the difficulty we 
found in procuring the three hundred that were 
wanted for our fuite and baggage. 

■ In the courfe- of the day a great part of our 
baggage arrived at our lodgings, and we learned 
that during the two laft days and nights, eight 
Counts had died of cold and fatigue. 

; We were alfo informed that the preparing of. 
lodgings for us on the road was by no means the 
biinnefs of the Mandarins, our condufitors ; 'but 
that each province deputed Mandarins for that 
exprefs purpofe. 

The 
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The 'governor of the province of KJang-nam 
committed this charge to the On-tcka-tfu, who was 
diftinguiOied by the blue tranfparent button. 
He came in ci^fequence to Yu ching-cheu to 
order lodgings for us ; but as the care of this 
afterwards devolves upon the commmidants of 
the towns, this defcent of. authority often leads 
to a refult that rather retards than accelerates 
the journey. 

The Lingua came to tell me in the evening, 
that the want of Coulis hindering us from fetting 
oS at an early hour, we had no occaiion to hurry 
ourfelves. The weather continued rainy and cold, 

21 ft. On reviewihg our baggage we found 
that a great deal was wanting, andrthat we had 
not a (ingle cheft of wine, which had already 
reduced us to the neceflity of drinking water 
with our fupper the evening before. 

This day being the Tong, or Chriftmas of the 
Chinefe, which* they celebrate with great fefti- 
vity, it became ftill more difficult to procure 
Coulis. 

At eievqp o’clock the Mandarins, our con- 
4u£lors, came to pay a vjlfit to the Ambaffadoir 

and 
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and me>'«nd to niake<an apology tO' hini ibf tlid 
tfad reOe{>tidn he bad met with on airiving ot 
this place. They told hlm> that thofe matters 
Were not at all under their regulation, but were 
ie^t to the Mandarins of the province and places 
through which we palTed. 

Shortly after the On-tcha~tfu of the province 
came alfo to pay us his compliments. He was 
very, polite, and did not fail to fpeak to us imme- 
diately Of the ignorance of the commandant of 
the city, who bad pointed out a lodging for the 
AmbaiTador that was not intended for him, tm 
flead of that which had been prepared for his 
reception, as the arrangements made there 
prOVec^. He added, that he had already made a 
complaint of this condudl to the governor of the 
province, . and that he did not doubt that the 
tlfoinhiandant would be difmiiled from his place«>. 
He then propofed to us to go twenty-five // that 
night, in order that we might arrive at the city 
Liu-tjion-fou on the following day j but as it was 
already pall twelve ; as it would have required 
ikl letift two hofurs to colleft the neceflary bemers ; 
and as a good deal of our baggage was'ftill 
milling, I perfaaded his Excellency to go no 
farther ' that day, becaufe the night wbuliP' be 
vcfy fer advanced * before we could -reach ih© 

intended 
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ifttfeiided place, vv-liere, according to all appear- 
'ance, yrefliould be obliged to go without flipper 
•and beds j whereas, by remaining where we 
were, we ilhould be fure of both. The Ambaf* 
fador, coinciding. in my reafons, declined pro- 
ceeding any further that day. ' ' 

I then propofed to the Mandarins that we 
Ihould travel ninety or a hundred ,a day, and 
that things ihould be (b arranged that we might 
fet off at four o'clock in The morning as long as 
we fliould be carried by Cou/is, I added, that 
when we ihould reach the province of Chati'ttmg 
^where we were made to hope that we ihbuld be 
furniihed with litters), they might lengthen our 
day’s Journies, and even make us travel during 
the night, efpecially as we ihould then have the 
advantage of moop -light. By thefe means, as the 
roads would no doubt be firm and frozen, we 
ihould find it eafy, if neceffary, to travel two 
hundred It in four-tind-twenty hours. 

My propofitions were well received by the 
Mandarins, and, after a long debate, it was de- 
termined that we Ihould travel feventy-five It the 
next day, in order to reach a fuitable place to 
fleep at j ' ,ahd' that,'-for greater convenience! our 
baggage ihould be forwarded the whole of the 

afternoon, 
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afternoon^ which was accordingly donei It wEi 
fettled that we Ihould fet off the next day at five 
o’clock. The Mandarins, who appeared fatif- 
fied with thefe arrangements, took .leave of us 
and retired. We confequently remained in the 
fame lodgings. 

£)uring the whole day there was a gentle fall 
of fnow* and the weather was pretty cold. Fah- 
renheit’s thermometer fell this morning to thirty- 
two degrees, which correfponds with the freezing 
point of Reaumur’s. In , the night the weather 
grew clear, and it froze hard. 

zzdi At fix in the morning we quitted F«- 
dnng-chent Fahrenheit’s thermometer ftanding at 
twenty-five degrees and a half. The road was 
frozen, ruggedj and, full of fliarp points, which 
made it very difficult to walk j but the weather 
was clear, and we faw the fun for the firft time 
fijDce thp nth. Our road lay conftantly over 
plains, with now and then a gentle rifing and 
defcent, but there were no. mountains except 
tbofe that we faw at a very remote diftance- 
We confequently met with very few rivers. * ■ 

I 

; At eleven o’clock we came to Tm-cktn-chetii 
wlwre we flopped for at leaft an hpur to refrcfjt. 

This 
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This city is pretty large. Setting off after 
dinner we arrived at half paft five at Kom-eckt 
where we flept'in a very comfortable houfe. 

In this day’s journey I counted four triumphal 
arches, and for the firft time perceived maize, or 
Indian com, in fome little fiiops, as well as a 
kind of fmall flat beans that have been intro- 
duced into China, being as well as the maize of 
foreign growth. We travelled this day feventy- 
five //. The night was clear and frofty. 

•23. Fahrenheit’s thermometer flood this morn- 
ing at twenty-two degrees. We fet off at half 
paft four, and in like manner as yefterday paffed 
through nothing but ploughed ground, with 
gentle elevations. 

At eleven o’clock we came to the city of Liu~ 
tcheou-fouy where we were carried along the out- 
fide of the ramparfs. It feemed tq be a very 
large place. We flopped in . the northern 
fuburbs to change our bearers and take fome re- 
frefliments. The weather was mild, though the 
fun 'Was hid in clouds. At noon we fet out 
anew, and proceeded as far as Tin-fau-Jet where 
we arrived at five odock, and where we paffed 
the night. This day’s journey was feventy^ 
five U. 



voyage op the putcK 

In the evening the Mandarin of Fong-yong-foitt 
.■who is at the head of the executive power in 
that province, came to pay a vifit to the Am.baC- 
• fador and me. He vvore the dark blue button, 
was very affable, and was at leaft fixty years of 
age. We had already been in company with 
■ him at Yu-ching-eken, as v^ell as with the On-Uha- 
tju. He brought with him a prefent of twenty- 
feven theep-fkin ‘ dreffes for our foldiers and 
fervants, and fome fruit for ourfelves. From him 
we learned that the Mandarin of Yu-ehing-chm 
had loft his place on account of his condu£f 
towards us. It would have been difficult for 
Iijin to behave with greater politenefs than he 
did, or to exprefs greater concern at his not 
beitig able to procure us better accommodations 
in his diftri£f, and at our being obliged to 
perform fo troublefome a journey in the prefent 
cold feafon of the yeaf. The fheep-lkin drelTes , 
were very welcome to our people. I took 
two of them, which I converted into bags for 
his Excellency and me to put our legs in while 
in our palanquins, and thus keep off the cold. 

. We derived great advantage from them, efpecially 
when we alfo took with us a jug of hot water. 

Z4th. Jn icbnfeqnence of the tardinefs of the 
Gimlis we did not fet oflF-till'half paft five. Four 
hours aftQr we palled through the city of Liang- 

chanrthetty 
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thm-chny a place of corifiderable fize, full of 
fliops, and apparently- very cotnmercla]. We 
perceived there an hexagonal tower of fevea 

ftories, and feveral trinmphal arches. 

# ■■ % 

Towards noon we came to Ho-chaA-eky a place 
of fome magnitude, and left it at one o’clock. 
After having taken a light repaft at eight, we 
reached Cking-khu-ek, another great town, ap- 
pointed for our refting-place for the night. 

The weather was very fine, and during ,the 
whole of the day the fun kept us company. 
The face of the country did not differ from that 
of the preceding two days : we met .with 
fcarcely any rivers, and the mountains were very 
remote. In the day’s journey^ which was at lead 
of One hundred and ten //, we paffed by feyeh 
triumphal arches of ftone. The road was tole- 
rably good, and we faw a number of villages and 
farms where the feed was already in the ground. 

We overtook the four mirrors intended as a 
prefent for the Emperor; each of them was car- 
ried by twenty-four Coulis, and followed by as 
manymore^ ThefC forty-eight bearers relieved 
•aeh other at every hjilf league* Hence it is eafy 

J&a ' to 
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to conceive what the carriage of thefe four 
looking-glafles muft have coft< • 

We faw to-day, for the firft lime, a cart drawn 
l>y two horfes, one in the fliafts, with the other ' 
a-bteaft. This carriage greatly refembles the 
covered cart of Guelderland,. but is not by any 
meant conftru£ted« 

As we came very late to our journey’s end, it 
was impotnble to wait till our cooks had dreffed 
us a fupper. We therefore refolved to retire to 
reft without eating j and in like manner as yef- 
terday lay down upon the floor, our beds not, yet 
being come up. The privation of wine being added 
to thefe difagreeable circijmftances, the journey be- 
came unpleafant and tirefome, efpecially as we 
plainly faw that the hardfliips we fuffered pro- 
ceeded from a want of order, and from the inatten- 
tion of the different Mandarins of the provinces. 
An incontrovertible proof of this fa£t is, that the 
Miandarins, our conductors, who depended folely 
upon themfelves, were in want of nothing. ‘The 
weather, during the night, was clear and frofty. 

‘-45th. Our departure took place at half, paft 
five,* iind btlr arrival at the city oi Ting-yun-chen 
'about xiaoD. We dined there while the Coi 4 is 

werf 
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■were changing. ' In that" city, which is tolerably 
large, is an hexagonal tower of feven ftories, 
without atop, at a fmall diftance from the walls. 
We were carried to pretty good lodgings in the 
fuburbs. At half pall one, fuppofing the Coulh. 
ready, as I had been told, 1 went and feated 
myfelf in my palanquin, but, after waiting half 
an hour, the Lingua came to inform me that 
another hour would elapfe before they would 
prefent themfelves, becaufe they had not yet 
received their hire. On hearing this I got out 
of my chair, and intreated his Excellency not to 
go any farther this day ; for I knew that the 
firll appointed place of rendezvous was at fixty li 
diftance, and, calculating that we ftiould not 
reach it before eight or- nine o’clock in the even- 
ing, I forefaw in that cafe the neceflity of going 
fupperlefs to bed, whereas here we had agree- 
able lodgings, and time fufiicicnt for our cooks 
to prepare us a good repaft. The Ambaffador 
yielded to my perfuafion. When our determ:i- 
nation was known, an attempt was made to get 
us away by telling us that the were waiting 
for us j but as. it was already half pad two, we 
perfifted in remaining where we were. 

On hearing this the Mandarins came to intreat^ 
his Excellency at lead- to go forward thirty li,, 
but in vain. M. Agie told them in Chinefe, ixn 
... K 3 the 
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tire 'Aml^flrador’s name, that we knew b]r expo* 
rience that the l^andarins always thortened the 
road when they talked to* us of diftances-; that 
in confequence of this deception we arrived fo 
late at our fleeping place, that we had not time 
to get a fupper drelled unlefs we chofe to 
crifice the whole of our reft, it being neceffary to 
rife at three in the morning-; that if care were 
regularly taken to provide bearers, the journey 
might be performed with eafe, but having 
always a couple of hours to wait, without reck'; 
oning the time of changing Coulis at noon, we 
loft the three beft hours of every day, and the 
journey became difagreeable and fatiguing ; that 
for once people might go without eating ; but 
that it would not do to make it a daily prafilice ; 
that fome of our , trunks and chefts, vvhich we 
were in want of, w’ere conftantly behind, fo that 
feveral perfons had no longer any linen, and that 
for fix days paft we had not tafted a drop of 
wine ; and, in the laft place, that it behoved 
them to adopt a new order of things, as other- 
wife we dreaded left fo many privations . and 
hardlbips ihould affe6t our health. 

The Mandarins, haying no fufficient reafons to 
Oppcde to ours, laid a great ftrefs upon the Em- 
perof*8 defire to fee us before New Year’s Day, 
and continued to infift upon the Ambaftador’s 

going 
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going the thirty 4"; but though they fpent a 
whole hour in intreaty they did not gain theit 
end. His Excellency, however, promifed to be 
ready to depart at three o’clock the follpwih;^ 
morning, adding, that he Ihould proceed nd ' 
farther than ninety 4, in order that he might 
at Lin-omy-chen. 

They then endeavoured to play us another 
trick, and to carry us twenty or thirty li beyond 
that place. By way of doing fo they begged us 
to fet off at two o’clock inftead of three. Siif* 
pe£ting their defign, becaufe it was evident that 
it would fuffice to fet off at five o’clock in order 
to go the ninety 4, I told them that the Am- 
baffador was refolved not to go beyond Lin-ouay- 
(hen ; that it was his wifli to pafs the night there, 
and that tliey had nothing to do but to weigh the 
platter well.. 

Perceiving that our oppofition was fyftematic, 
and founded upon a geographical knowledge of 
the country, they changed their tone, and at lalF 
told us, that it would be needlefs to break our 
reft, and that a fervant of our Mandarins would 
call us in the morning when it ftiould be time to' 
fet off. They then retired. The old Mandarin 
was the perfon who took the greateft part in this'’ 

K4 ' little 
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little difpute, and, upon^oing away, he gave me 
to underftand, though in very meafured terms,, 
that his ill fuccefs was attributable J;o me. One 
of his companions was brother to the Tfong~tou of 
Canton, aud had a ftrong refemblance to him in 
perfon. 

We paired the night at 'Ting-yun-chen. The 
face of the country that we had feen during the 
day wasprecifely fimilar to that which we had had 
occalion to obferve for feveral days before j but 
we did not meet with a >lingle river. In the af- 
ternoon M. M. Van Braain and Dozy went 
without the fuburbs to try fome Ikates which 
had been , prefented to them by Mr. Browne, 
Chief of the Englifli Fa£lory, with whom they 
had been left by Lord Macartney. The furprife 
of the Chinefe was fo great, on feeing the eafe 
and rapidity with which they moved over the 
ice, that fpe€tators crouded from all quarters- 

During Ihe night the Iky was cloydy and the 
cold fevere. 

26th. For the firft time the bearers were 
phnfiual : we fet olF in confequence at four 
o’clock, and arrived a little after nine at Hong- 
thau-chmt where we flopped ^to take fome re- 

frelhroents. , 
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Tefreffiments. Pro<^eding on our journey at half 
ten we came, after eight hours trayelling, to 
Ling-ouay-cheitt where we flept, but again without 
a -fupper, becaufe our cooks came up too late. 

The ground that, we went over during the 
mcrnfng was more uneven than that of the pre-^ 
ceding day. In fome places it was very rocky, 
and in others overgrown with»heath. Here and 
there only a few cultivated fpots were feen j and 
the houfcs were' fo thinly fcattered that we tra- 
velled twenty-five //, without meeting a fingle 
habitation. VVe met with a ftill fmaller 'pro- 
portion of taverns [Conquan) which in general are 
very common along the roads. Hitherto we 
have feen nothing fo bare and wretched as this 
part of the country. 

At two o’clock I was at the extremity of a 
defert of this kind, which terminated with a 
village of indifferent appearance, though of con- 
fidcrable lize. Having paffed the village I found 
royfelf very unexpectedly upon the fuinmit of a 
very fteep mountain, without my having per- 
ceived any previous afeent ; but my furprize was 
nothing in compaiifon of the effefl: it fuddenJy 
produced upon me by the dazzling profped 
which burft Uj^n my fight, and which was ren- 

dered 
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dered ftill more: beautiful Igr the nioft ftriking 
c6ntraft that nature ever created in fo fmall a 
fpace. 1 had juft pafted through a defert and 
fandy country, and now a cultivated plain of 
vaft extent captivated my eyes. This immenfe 
landfcape, of which the horizon was the only 
boundary, was ftill farther enibelliflied by .vil-> 
lages and hamlets fcattered in every direction. 
The magnificent feene Recalled to my mind the 
profpeft which is feen from the celebrated fpot 
ftill bearing the name of the King's Table, near 
Rheenen, in the province of Utrecht, and with 
which this view well deferves to- be" compared. 
A narrow path of rapid defeent foon brought us 
into the plain. 

The weather being mild, and the fun coming 
out at times, the furface of the ground thawed, 
which rendered the road heavy and llippery. 
Towards the evening it began to freeze again. 

Since the preceding day the highway was 
become much wider and fitter for the paflage of' 
carts', the ryts of which we perceived during the 
whole of this morning. Willows and tall trees 
grow on each fide of the road. In the courfe of 
the day we met with a number of horfes and 
mules laden with merchandize. The city of 

Hon^ 
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Hmg chang-chen^ wheee we flopped to refrefh, » 
a place of fome confequenc^e. It has two gates, 
but is not inclofed by walls. lAn-oHay-chent 
where we arrived in the evening> feemed alfo a 
large place ; but the darknefs of the night hia*- 
dered us from judging with any degree of cer- 
titude. Before we came to the latter place, and 
at the diftance of about half a league, we faw a* 
tower of feven llories. In approximating Lin- 
cuay chen, the road pafTes over a caufeway of con- 
liderable height and width. In one part of it is 
a very handfome ftone bridge, under which the 
water of both fides of the caufeway forms a 
jundlion. The place itfelf is poor, according at 
k^ft to the indication of our lodgings, which 
w^re exceedingly mean. 

We travelled this day one hundred and fiveJSf 
(ten leagues and an half). * 

Mis Excellency having font word- to his firft 
conduftor, that the next day he would only 
travel eighty //, the Mandarin was fo much dif>- 
concerted that he came, accompanied by the 
fecond couduQor, and had me waked at half paft 
eleven o’clock. Standing by the bed fide they 
conjured me to prevail upon the AmbaflVdor to 
JO as far as one hundred and twenty //, without 

which 
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which he laid we could no^ arrive, at P e-king by 
the appointed time ; and at this they- teftiHed 
the greater unealinefs, becaufe, afraid of loling 
their ehiploy, and of incurring the Emperor’s 
difpleafure. 1 promifed them my interceffion, 
provided, in their turn, they took care to have 
the Coulis ready at an early hour, and to fend our 
cooks on before us to the deeping place, fo that 
we might be fure of having a hot fupper. They 
undertook to fulfil thefe obligations, to which I . 
added that of difpatching a courier for a cheft of 
wine and fome trunks, for which feveral of our 
gentlemen had an indifpenfable occadon. They 
retired exceedingly well fatisfied. 

iyth. At half paftfour we were on our way, 
I then perceived that the city of Lin-ouay-chen is 
greater than it had appeared to me the day before. 
It is fituatedon the bank of a large river, which w'e 
eroded by means of a bridge fuppprted by more 
than fifty boats. At noon we arrived at Hau- 
kiang-pOi a village of little importance, where we 
flopped an hour to take fome refrefhment. 

At two o’clock vye paded over a bridge of vaft 
length, and of the following form; |t 

is thrown over a river of great width, is cour 
flrufted in part of hewn (lone, and partly of bricks^ 

and 
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end extends to the Itngth of eight hundred and 
five paces : its width, judging by the eye, is 
twenty feet. It is compofed of fifteen arches, 
which do not follow in fucceffion, becaufe there 
are in different parts five intervals, without 
arches, or openings of any fort. This was the 
largeft bridge I had yet feen in China. 

• At half pad fix we came* to Cau-chen-ekt at 
which place we were to fleep, and near which 
we paffed a river, over a. kind of flying bridge, 
built upon boats. 

During this day’s journey, which was con- 
flantly enlivened by fun-fhine, the road was very 
good, and. the weather mild. Our route, for the 
moft part, took a north north-weft direftion, and 
paffed over a part of the plain that I difeovered 
yefterday from the top of the mountain. It was all 
a flat without the fmalleft riling ground ; a high 
degree of cultivation adorning the whole codntry, 
over which the eye wandered without obftacle or 
interruption. 

We paffed this day by Leen-chyng-yt which has 
two gates, without a rampart ; and which, though 
larger, is not more%emarkable than feyeral other 

villages ' 
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'nltages and hamlets that we alfo met with on 
•urway. 

This evening our firft condufltor propofed to 
his Excellency to travel one hundred li in the 
courfe of the next day, and received a favour- 
able suifwer. 

aSth. Setting* off this morning at half paft 
five, we came at half paft ten to V'horchan-yy a 
miferable place where we flopped to refrelh. 
Proceeding again on our journey an hour after- 
wards, we arrived about five o’clock, juft as' the 
fun was going down, at the city of Simt-tcheou, 
which completed the one hundred and five li 
of this day’s journey. 

The road we travelled over towJay may be 
fcbnfidered as the bcft we have hitherto met with. 
Like that of yefterday, it took nearly a north 
north-weft direflion, and was equally flat and 
free from rifing grounds ; but the foil is lefsi^pro- 
dufilive, being a very light fort of mould. The 
■villages and hamlets made accordingly but an 
^different appearance. This efte£l was even 
perceptible at SieoiHckeou, the interior of which 
|s by ho meahs brilliant, there being nothing to 
. ' ' . 'be 
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be feen but fmall houfes, and difagreeable Greets. 
It IS, however, a place of coniiderable hze, and 
furrouhded by ramparts. At fojne diftance from 
the town Hands a lofty tower | and upon the ram- 
part itfelf, at a fmall diftance from the gate by 
which we entered, is a . building three • ftories 
high, in all probability a belfry. Our lodgings 
were fpaqious and tolerably convenient. 

I faw to-day a four-wheeled carriage drawn 
by oxen, and much refembling the paftry-cook’s 
fledges [traifteaux de giUeaux) fet upon wheels at 
Amfterdam. Tlie wheels of the Chinefe cart are 
only two feet and an half in diameter ; each of 
them being made of a Angle piece of wood, and 
the whole four being of the fame fize. The body 
of the cart is confequently clofe to the ground. 
This carriage ferves equally for the conveyance 
of perfons and goods, as well as to carry into the 
fields the. manure intended to render them pro- 
duQIve. . • 

I had alfo an opportunity of remarking anpther 
ufeful addition to the barrow defcribed in this 
work. It conlifts of two pieces of wood fixed in 
the internal angle, which the two feet of the bar- 
row form with its (ides. They are fp placed, that 
they divide this right angle in two equal part^ 
3 and 
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and come clofe to the wheel, in order to detach 
the earth ^that may adhere to it, which renders 
the labour of the barrow-men lefs than it would 
otherwife be. This idea, and that of having in- 
troduced the two pieces of wood turned up at the 
extremity, which the barrow-man before lays hold 
of with the under part of his arms, at the fame 
time that they ferve him as a handle to draw the 
barrow after him, 'thews to what a degree of per- 
fe£lion they have carried it. 

Yefterday I faw only a tingle honorary arch, 
and this day no more than four, which feems to 
indicate that this part of the country has not 
abounded in perfons whofe virtues have been 
found worthy of commemoration. 

This evening our firtl condu£lor came to vifit 
the AmbatTador and me, in order to arrange our 
journey for next dayC He fixed it at a hundred 
and ten It. 

29th. We fet off at four o’clock, and at half 
'pad nine anived at the town of Y-cau-y, where 
we breakfafted. Departing again an hour after- 
wards, we reached TaK-chan-ek at five ; and, as we 
had gone a hpndred and twenty /r, (laid there to 
fleep. 
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Our route was over a plain, but from nine in 
the morning there were mountains at no great 
diftance before us. The road was every where 
good, was carried over level ground, and took a 
direftion from north*eaft to north north-weft. 
We paffed through nothing but poor villages and 
hamlets of mean appearance. 

We croffed, however, thre’e rivers, over one 
of which was a noble ftone bridge ; and at nine 
o’clock traverfed a valley overgrown with reeds. 

Near Tau-chan^ek is a hill of moderate eleva- 
tion ; upon the declivity of which ftand a con- 
vent, and a pagoda furrounded by trees, and 
in a delightful lituation. To the detail of this 
day’s route I have to add our meeting with five 
triumphal arches of hewn ftone. 

30th. Our journey begaii again at five o’clock. 
We were conftantly amidft mountains till eight 
o’clock, when we afcended a rocky gorge, forrn- 
ed by an interval left between two of them. As 
foon as we .reached the fummit, we enjoyed a de- 
lightful profpeft of a valley. It is interfperfed 
with graves, among which are a great nuiiiber 
overfhadowed by little groves of cyprefs. Others 
are furmounted by ftone monuments, and others 
Voi.. I, L by 
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by triumphal arches. This variety, by occupy- 
ing the eye, almoft baniflies from the mind every 
idea of the mournful deftination of the place. 

To the eaftward of the valley, and upon a hill 
of little, elevation flands an hexagonal tower of 
eight ftories, in very good prefervation. Some 
buildings and trees, lituated near the bottom of 
this tower, feem'to indicate a pagoda and a 
convent. 

We crofled the valley in order to afcend the 
rugged fide of a mountain, on the tabular fummit 
of which ftands a great fort, or fquare caftle, 
kept in the belt date of repair. 

Having climbed up the mountain’s fide, my 
eyes were again delighted with the pi£turefque 
prqfpefit that prefented itfelf almofl fuddenly be- 
fore me, and of which I fliall not undertake to 
defcribe the beauties. It was a view of a valley 
liill more extenfive than that with which I have 
already found it fo grateful to entertain my rea- 
ders. A large portion of it is occupied by the 
meanders of a noble river, which feems to take 
a pleafure in winding through it, while its banks, 
embellithed by houfes or boats, gives new charms 
to this enchanting fpot. To the north, the vie w 

takes 
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takes., in the city of Siur4cheou\ and at the weftern 
extremity of the valley begins an aflemblage of 
houfes ranged along the declivity of a mountain. 
This valley is, at the fame time, covered like the 
preceding one with thoufands of proofs that it 
is devoted to thofe who are no more. A little 
elevation, in the fliape of a round hillock of 
about feven feet diameter, and three or four feet 
high, is the ufual indication' of their funereal 
abodes, excepting the fmall number of thofe 
which, as I have already faid, are defignated by 
monuments of ftpne. Thefe two vallies exhibit- 
ed a greater number of tombs than all the other 
places appropriated to the fame purpofe that 
had hitherto come in our way. They might with 
propriety be called the dwelling of the dead. 

Near Siu-tcheou we met with three more tri- . 
umphal arches, two of which furpafied in beauty 
all thofe we had hitherto feen. 

Clofe to the fide of the road we faw an inferip- 
tion engraved upon a large ftone, fupported by 
a vaft tortoife alfo cut out of»a fingle block. 

I was three quarters of an hour in palling 
through the city. I perceived it to be populous, 
and full of Ihops of all kinds, and thence con- 
L 2 eluded 
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cTuded it to be a very commercial p»lace. At teii 
o’clock I arrived at the houfe prepared for Our 
reception, which was one of the handfomeft we 
had yet been in. 

We dined at Siu-tcheoUf where we defired to 
have a pudding made of millet. The abundance* 
of that grain fuggefted the idea to me, and we 
found the pudding much to our tafte. Millet is 
here the common food of the people inflead of 
rice, the ground not being fit for grain of a larger 
kind, ’fhe contrary reafon is the caufe of its 
not being cultivated in the fouthern parts of the 
Empire. This was the firft time I had feen any 
in China. 

In confequence of the promifes of the Man- 
darins we expected to change our travelling car- 
riages at Siu-tcheou, and to be furniflied with 
litters borne by mules; but as the ufe of them 
was unknown in the roads we were travelling 
through, it was plain they had promifed more 
than they could perform. They were accordingly 
obliged to declare, that notwithftanding all their 
endeavours, they had not been able to procure 
us litters, no fuch thing beitig known, except a 
few kept by very rich individuals for long jour- 
nies. No Mandarin had one in his poffeffion. 

To 
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To fupply the want of them, they had provided 
three or four carts which they came and offered 
to the Ambaflador and me ; but we declined 
availing ourfelves of their kindnefs, and content- 
ed ourfelves with our chairs; abandoning the 
carts to any of our gentlemen, who might be 
tempted to make ufe of them. They were on the 
other fide of the river. 

At two o’clock we feated ourfelves in our pa- 
lanquins, and, after- quitting the city, paffed the 
river in ferry boats. It is very wide, and the 
quantity of ice that floated down with the current 
rendered the paffage exceedingly difficult. The 
confequence was, that it was three o’clock before 
we reached the oppofite bank. We then pro- 
ceeded on our journey, but not without again 
having a little difpute with the CoulU. 

Our gentlemen, who felt inclined to make ufe 
of the carriages, went to examine them ; but their 
inclination foon left them when they faw that they 
were common baggage carts, with nothing to 
ferve as a feat but the ftraw that was fpread at 
the bottom. Never had fo clumfy and inconve- 
nient a carriage prefented itfelf to their eyes in 
Holland; and a fingle glance was enough to 
make thepa prefer riding on horfeback, mi- 
L 3 ferable 
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ferable as were the jades on which* they were 
• mounted. 

Thefe carts are, however, the ordinary car- 
riages in this part of the country, and throughout 
the provinces of Tchi-li and Chang-ton. The firft 
Mandarins themfelves travel in them, as we had 
afterwards occafion to be convinced. 

In the afternoon we pafled over a handfome 
bridge entirely built of hewn ftone. The road 
over it is almoft level from one end to the other, 
and ferves as a communication between two fides 
of a valley. Its width is about thirty-five feet, 
and its length about eight hundred toifes. It con- 
lifts of a hundred of thofe openings without arches 
already mentioned in this work, and has a ftone 
baluftrade on each fide nearly two feet in height, 
and ornamented at every four or five yards, with 
the figure of a lion couchant of very rude fculpture. 
At this time the diminiflied ftream ran through 
three or four of the moft centrical openings, it 
being now the feafon when the rivers in China 
are at their fmalleft height j but it is natural to 
prefume, that during the rainy feafon, the river, 
by rifing three or four feet, muft overflow all the 
level ground} for certainly fo extenfive, and fo 
coftly a work would not otherwife have been 

erefted, 
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erected. At each extremity of the bridge is a 
magnificent triumphal arch with three gateways^ 
or paiTages through it. By the fide of each of 
thefe arches is a kind of open hexagonal pavil- 
lion, in the midfi; of which a ilone is depolitedj 
bearing an infcription in honour of the archite£l; 
of the bridge. 

After having travelled a hundred and five //, 
we arrived at half part feven in the evening at the 
town of Li-cok-eky where we met with but an in- 
different place of refuge for the night. A millet 
pudding was our whple fupper, and the floor our 
bed. 

31ft. We did not fet off to*day till feven 
o’clock. During the morning we travelled over 
a plain, crofling three or four branches of a river, 
and only perceiving mountains at a very remote 
diftance. At ten o’clock the poor and Ample 
village of Long-ckong afforded us a refrefhing place. 
We flopped there a full hour. 

In the afternoon, at a fmall diftance to the 
weftward, we perceived a very extenfive lake, 
whence arifes a river which runs through Tong- 
y-Iau, at which place we crolTed over it by a fmall 
bridge of boats. 

L 4 


Our 
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Our road paffed conftantly between ploughed 
• fields> containing a great number of graves, foine 
of which are marked by cypreffes. In the midft 
of one field I remarked a ftone monument, fup- 
ported by a tortoife, like that I had noticed on 
the preceding day. 

In this part ot the country we met with a kind 
of wheel-barrow, much larger than that 1 have 
already defcribed, and drawn by a horfe or mule. 

But how great was my furprize when I this 
day faw a whole fleet of wheel-barrows, all of the 
fame fize. I have good reafon to call them a 
fleet, for they were all under fail ; having a little 
maft very neatly inferred in a hole or ftep cut 
in the forepart of the barrow. To this maft is 
attached a fail made of matting, or more com- 
monly of canvas, five or fix feet high, and three 
or four wide, with reefs, yards, and braces, like 
thofe of the Chinefe boats. The braces lead to 
the fliafts of the barrow, and by means of them 
the conductor trims his fail. 

It vas cafy to perceive ’ by all this apparatus 
that it was not a mere momentary matter, but 
an additional contrivance in the carriage, and 
meant to give relief to the barrow-men when 

the 
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the wind is fair; for othcrwife confidering 
thfc money it mull coll, and the trouble of 
carrying it, it would be but a very ridiculous 
whim. 

I could not help admiring this contrivance, 
and I felt real pleafure in feeing a fcore of thefe 
failing barrows rolling along one after another. 

• 

At four o’clock in the afternoon we entered 
the province of Chan-tong-, and at half pall five, 
having this day travelled eighty li (eight leagues), 
we came to Shau-can-ing, where we met with 
very tolerable accommodations for the night. 

We this evening made fome more llri£l ar- 
rangements with, our Mandarins, in order to 
quicken our journey, becaufe it appeared diffi- 
cult for us, without doing fo, to arrive at Pe-king 
at the appointed time. 

During the lall three days I obferved in all the 
cities, villages, and other places that Hood by 
the highway a great number of old callles cal- 
culated to prote£l fome external point, of the 
fame kind as thofe that formerly exifted in Hol- 
land. There were fometimes as many as three 
in the fame place. 

4 
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As the Chinefe carry on wars without cannon^ 
tbefe citadels niay ferve as a defence, and feem 
intended to prote£l the inhabitants from parties 
in fearch of plunder. 

1 have alfo obferved within thefe few days a 
number of orchards very regularly planted, and 
this day I favv a couple of grey-hounds. 
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THE YEAR 1795. 

JANUARY I. 


According to our agreement with the 
Mandarin we were on our way at three o'clock 
in the morning. I had again, reafon to complain 
of my bearers, who let me fall feveral times. 
At length my palanquin as in fo bad a con- 
dition that at half paft twelve I was obliged to 
quit it and go on foot to the firft place where we 
were to ftop. It was the village of Kay hau, 
where I arrived at two o’clock, and found that 
his Excellency and the other gentlemen had al- 
ready left it. As my palanquin could not be re- 
paired very fpeedily, I wifhed to pafs the ’night 
at Kay-hau, but the Mandarin of the town fent 
me his own cart, with the moll earnell entreaties 
to go on. Refolving at length to do fo I fet off 
at four o’clock, but did not reach the rendezvous 

appointed 
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appointed for the night till after I had been near 
five hours upon the road. It was the city of 
TJetf-ehm. We were lodged there in a building- 
adjoining to the Temple of Mong-fou-tfu, the 
moll eminent of their philofophers after Kong- 
fou-tfu {Confucius). 

We had travelled a hundred and feventy //, 
and all to have no beds, and to be again obliged 
to ftretch ourfelves upon the floor, although I 
defired a foft bed more ardently than I had ever 
done before, becaufe I had not ceafed to be jolted, 
and lhaken for four hours and a half in that hor- 
rible cart, and was in pain from head to foot. 
Such a carriage may poffibly be convenient to a 
Chinefe, but to a European it muft ever be a 
real punilhment. 

The city of Tfeo-chen, which contains a lofty 
tower and feveral triumphal arches, is no other- 
wife remarkable. Its houfes befpeak poverty, 

' and this charafteriftic is alfo that ot the villages 
we this day pafled through, which make a very 
miferable appearance. The temple near which 
we were lodged is almoft the only ornament of 
the city, being kept in very good repair notwith- 
ftanding its extent, and that of its dependencies 


In 
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In the court-yard oppofite the great hall of 
adoration of this temple are two cypreffes, which 
are faid to have feen four centuries. One of them 
has all its leaves, and is at lead a foot and a half 
in diameter; the top of the other announces 
decay. In the ftreet fronting the fore-court Hand 
two very large triumphal arches of fuperior work- 
manlhip, erefted in honour of the great philo- 
fopher to whom the temple is dedicated. 

In the morning our road ceafed to be moun- 
tainous; and we afterwards paffed along' plains 
interfedted by a number of rivulets. The vil- 
lages and hamlets were become more numerous 
than on the preceding days. The road was alfo 
more frequented, both by men and carts which 
paffed us inceffantly. 

'ad. This morning we fet off at four o’clock. 

The*Mandarin of the city fent me one of his 
old fedan chairs to ferve me during the reft of 
the journey, and till I (hould have an oppor- 
tunity on my return of taking my own again, 
which was to be repaired in the mean time. 

We were conftantly in the midft of ploughed 
fields, and paffed through feveral wretched vil- 
lages. 
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lages. , At nine o’clock we arrived at the fuborhs 
of Yen-tc^eou-fouy and flopped there to take fome 
refrefhment. Being carried along the ramparts 
on the outfide, I could fee nothing of the interior 
of the city except a lofty tower. The ramparts 
themfelves were of confiderable circuit, and kept 
in good repair. This place boafts of having 
given birth to the great Kong-fou-tfu (Confucius), 
which makes me* prefume that it contains a 
temple and other rponuments erefted in honour 
of that celebrated man. 

At lefs than half a league before our arrival at' 
Ten-tcheou-fou we crofled a large river, over 
which is a very handfome flone bridge, thirty- 
four feet wide, and kept in good repair. I had 
no opportunity of feeing or counting the Urches. 

Proceeding on .our journey at ten o*clock, we 
arrived before fun-fet at Ouen chang-chetti in the 
fuburbs of which our lodgings were (ituated. 

The diftance we travelled to-day was a hun- 
dred and forty //, through ploughed fields, in 
like manner as the preceding day, but without 
having feen any thing curious. The city of 
Ouen-chang-chen., which contains a very lofty 
tower, isfurrounded with handfome walls, almoft 
4 


new. 
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new. It appears a large place. Over pne of 
its gates is a handfome edifice two ftories high, 
as is the cafe with alnioft all the gates of Chinefe 
cities. 

Setting off at four in the morning, wt 
reached at nine the fuburbs of Tong-^hig-tcieoH, 
where we flopped for an hour, at a miferable 
public-houfe, to refrefh and change our bearers. 

. We afterwards went through the city in a right 
line from one gate to another, which includes 
the fpace of five li (half a league) j but the flreet 
is more like the common road of a village than 
part of a great city. The hoiifes, like thofe 
of poor hamlets, are built of dry clay, and co^ 
vered with roofs of flraw or turf j many of them 
, are, betides, in ruins, and confequently flill worfe 
than the above defcription. Were it not, in 
fliort, for its ramparts, there would be no con- 
ceiving why Tong-ting-tcheou aflumes the title of a 
city. 

After having left it at fome diflance behind 
us, we pafled a river which at this time was 
almofl dry. Over the bed of it, however, flands 
a -very ancient bridge of twenty-eight arches, 
and of a form altogether Gothic. Some parta 
of it are built of flope and others of brick 3 but 

it 
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ij is fo much damaged above that' it no longer 
d^rds a fafe paflTage. 

We afterwards paffcd feveral fountains, and 
at four o’clock in the afternoon came to the city 
of Tong-ngo-ehen^ where we were again to change 
our Coulis, and where we were cpndu£ted to an 
bandfome conquan. Upon the wliole, 'however, 
•this city would not be 'fuperior to its neighbour 
Tong-ting-tcheou, were it not for the good condi- 
tion of its ramparts and its gates, which appear 
to have been built but a very few years. 

After paffing through this city w'e met with 
no mountains, but travelled conftantly acrofs a 
plain till half paft eight that we arrived at the 
town of Fong-ching-ek, having gone one hundred . 
and fixty li (fixteen^ leagues). 

This evening the Qn tcha-tfu of the province 
came to pay a vifif to the Ambaffador and my- 
felf, to afk after our health, and to enquire if he 
could be of any ufe to us, having received orders 
from the court of P e-king to do every thing 'to 
render our journey agreeable. We expreffed to 
him our gratitude for his kind attention, - and af- 
fured him that we had no occafion to trouble him. 
After thia fliort converfation he went away. 

The 
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The narirative of our jouiiiey may give fom<^ 
idea of the pun£kuality with which the Em* 
peror^s orders for our accommodation on the 
journey were executed; but as the Mandarins 
had not fufHcient authority over the Coulh to 
enfure their obedience, it is ea(y to fee to what 
dafs of peoplf^ we owe the frequent inconve* 
silences we meet with' on our road. 

4th. We fet off at a quarter paft. three, and at 
half paft eight came to the fuburbs of Yin-ping- 
chttit where we changed our bearers. At ten 
o’clock we proceeded on our Journey, and palTed 
through that city, where every thing reminded 
us'^ of the two laft, even to the very ramparty* 
ojily thing that merited obfervatiottk 

At eleven o’clock a Mandarin of the blue 
tranfparent button came to meet us on horfe- 
back. His foie intention was to pay his refpe 61 ;s 
to us, and he returned as foon as he had fulfilled 
it. He had, no doubt, given orders at the mili* 
|ary poft to. falute the Athbafiadcnr with three 
guhs when he ihoufd pafs j for it was the firft 
time that thi$> compliment had been paid him 
fince We were travelling over land. 

’ Half paft four we arrived at the city of Kao^i, 
Uttg^ickeou, o^ which we faw only the putfide, 
Voi. I. M but 
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J^ rwe i:etnarM4 the ^ramparts, which were in 
^g;pod condition^and an odagcqia^^pwer of tv^elye 
Tories, die highefi 1 had hitherto feen. Two 
triumphal, arches, were ere^edi’ between which 
the garrifon was drawn up in two lines. We 
^ere oanied through the ranks> and at each 
txiujl^hal arch were ialuted with three guns*, , 

We were conducted to a pretty good houfe in 
the northern fuburbs, whither the Mandarin 
who had. paid his compliments to us on horfe^ 
hack,^ came to repeat his afTurances of confi- 
deration, and , to, beg us to .proceed, forty //. 
Wiihh>ig .to gratify liim ui this.refpeft we let off 
^a^nsrand, at half pall uine came to the town of 
li-m-chc^y. having travelled af lealt one hwdre^ 
and lixty //• 

All this road was through ploughed land, 
which the foil, generally fpeaking, is mme meagrp 
than what we had lately , feen, ^d confequently 
requires, a ,grea.ter quantity ^ manure. Cattle 
leemed fcarce in this partof the country .} and 
t had, already remarked^ % fome days beforew 
that a great many men and children go out wMh 
ijttie balkets and forks to colle£t the dung fcaB 
tered upon the road. They then lay it by the 

;|de of their houfes, , jut order . tOKimis it with 

earth. 
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earth, and thus make a compoft, with whidB- 
they idterwards ‘enrich their fields. 


In feveral fpots of cultivated ground WO per- 
ceived a number of cedars and groves of cy- 
prefs planted round fepulchres. It appears the 
Chinefe, like the Greeks and Romans, confider 
this tree as facred to the deady no doubt becaufis 
its perpetual verdure affords a fiiade under which 
the wandering manes may refide. 

The villages and hamlets that we met with 
continued to make a poor appearance, prefent- 
ing no objefis to the eye but miferable huts in a 
ftate of decay. Even the very pagodas, lituated 
upon level ground; are in general in ruins, and 
in a great meafure abandoned. From all the 
obfervations we have been able to make on fe- 
veral cities, v<re are warranted to conclude that 
the greater part of them are nothing but large 
fpaces inclofed with walls, of which a very fmall 
portion is built upon. This wall gives thein 
from- without an importance which does 'not 
really belong to them, at leaft accordmg to £li- 
Topean ideas. - 

In the whole province of Ckan-tong the houlbs 
hire built of dried, clay, confequently they cannot 

Ma be 
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Jbe very folid; and muft necefiarily fufier damage 
in time of rain. At the fame time, as this 
mode of conftruftion is common to the cities as 
well as the conntry places, it is by no means 
aftonithing that in the former fo much rubbUh 
and fo many ruins Ihould be leen. 

It appears th^t carts and wheel-barrows are 
the only carriages known in this province, either 
for the conveyance of perfons or goods. If the 
cart were not fo fmall and hung fo low upon the 
wheels, which are not of more than four feet 
diameter, and which are of fingular form, it 
might be compared to the Hellian cart ; but the 
felloes of the wheel are at lead fix inches deep, 
and, in the direction of a whole diameter, is a 
large piece of wood, more than fix inches fquare, 
croffing the axle, while two other pieces of 
wood, Ihorter and thinner than that I have juft 
fpoken of, profs it in their turn at right angles, 
and are inferted at each end in the correfponding 
felloes. The axle, of which the end is fquare, 
is let into the firft of thefe three pieces, fo that 
the axle and wheels all tqm • together. Ihis 
will Ixr' rendered more intelligible by the eo- 
graving. 

t ' 


Thefti 
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Tliefe carts in general are drawn by five oxen, 
borfes, or mules; and not.unfrequently all thefe 
thrfce kinds of cattle are feen harnefled to the 
fame carriage. . The firongefl; bead is placed 
between the (hafts, and another is placed abreail 
of him, while the remaining three go before, 
at the end of long poles. The driver direfils - 
them with his voice, without making ufe of a 
bridle. Sometimes, how'ever,* he enforces with 
the long whip the orders that are not readily at- 
tended . to, or executed with fufficient promp- 
titude. 

For fome day’s paft I have feen large flocks of 
flieep led into the fields to feed. They feemed 
very common in this part of the country. 

5th. We fet off at five o’clock, and in the 
courfe of the morning pafled through lighen-chen. 
This city bears evident marks of decay in every 
part except in the walls round it, which are 
new, and in a magnificent gate, over which is an 
edifice two flories high, loaded with ornaments, 
and covered with yellow varniflied tiles. 

At two in the afternoon we came to - the 
fnburbs of Te-tcheou, where we took a flight 
repaft and changed our Coulis. There is nothing 
M3 curious 
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curious in the city except the tower. The 
ft^ets are bad, the houf^ plain and meanj but 
the wall or rampart is here again in a good ftate 
ofrepair. 

* V 

On 'leaving TMcheoUt we palled a great river, 
the banks of which were crouded with at leaft 
three ' hundred velTels, although there is but a 
imall depth of water. Thefe velTels were almoft 
all loaded with rice, were deftined for ^e-king, 
and' vrere lying here, as in a place of refuge*^ 
againft the breaking up of the ice. 

Towards the evening we tpalTed out of the 
province we had been travelling through into 
that of Tchi-iii and at eight o’clock reached our 
lodgings in the fuburbs of King-tcheouy having 
travelled this day one hundred and fixty //. 

During the morning our road lay over uneven 
ground^ but in the afternoon we came to a flat 
country. The foil feemed poor, and the villages 
and hamlets made a wretched appearance. 

6th, We fet oflF at four o’clock, and at half 
patt eight /cached the city of Fau-ching-ekent 
where we breakfalled, and were delayed till 
twelve o’clock by the time loft in changing 

(Soulis, 
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Coulis. In regard to . this the condud of the 
Mandarin of the city .was deemed fd extraordi:- 
nary by our feoond conduftor, that he thought 
proper to pay him publicly with a few cuffi^ 
which foreboded that he would lofe his place 
into the bargain. We found it impolSble to 
arrive at Hm-chen before eight o’clock in the 
evening. It was expe^ed that we Ihould go bn> 
but the arrangements refpe£tihg CouUs having de* 
layed us, his Excellency preferred palling the 
night there. • 

We travelled this day a hundred and ten A’ 
(ten leagues) over a flat countiy. 

One of our conductors fent us this evening, in 
the name of the old Mandarin of Chan-tong, two 
red furred cloaks for the Ambaflador and me, 
and twenty-feven other peliffes for the reft of the 
gentlemen and perfons of our fuite. Every one 
of us heartily welcomed a prefent of the value 
of which we were made highly fenfible by the 
cold, which was become very fevere, efpecially 
in the morning. 

Our lodgings and fupper were here equally 
bad. 
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7^. We fet off At three o’dock in the morn- 
ing by moon:light, which enabled us to fee that 
the city of Hkn-chen was in Very bad condition, 
apd that in every pah of it houfes of baked clay 
were lying in ruins upon the ground* 

At three quarters paft eight we reached Ho* 
Iden-fyu* where we were received in a public 
edifice, the grandeur of which infpired the mind 
with awe. fireakfaft and a change of CmlU were 
the occafion of this halt. Notwithfianding the 
beauty of this edifice, the town is rather a heap 
of ruins than an inhabited place ; and although 
it is claffed among the cities of the firft rank, no^ 
a quarter of the fpace it occupies is built upon. 

I was defirous of knowing the caufe of its 
being in this deferted ftate, and was told, that at 
the time of the great inundations which didfo 
much damage in the province during the pre> 
ceding year, this town had been overflowed, and, 
bad.fuffered exceedingly. 

; At eleven o’clock we proceeded on our 
journey, and met with feveral pagodas entirely 
in rpins. Several rivers and ftreams inteifefled 
our joute till eleven o’clock, when we came to 

the 
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thetotra of where we took new 

beaiers to cany us fixty 7/ further on^ 

It was eight o*clock before we fetoff." Wo 
paiTed a lake of confiderable extent, in the 
midft of Which the road palTes in a Itraight . 
line, which takes an hour and a half’s good 
walking. In that fpace we pafied over * nine' 
fione bridges, and through a village built upon 
an ifland feated in the midft of the lake. At 
half paft one in the morning we came to 
cheHt where, without getting any fupper, we 
took a little reft in a miferable inn, after a day’s 
journey of a hundred and eighty /r. Odr gen- 
tlemen not finding a relay of horfes at the laft 
ftage, were obliged, in order to get on, to put up 
with common carts. Fortunately our journey 
draws towards an end, for fuch fatigue would 
foon become infupportable in fo fovere a feafon. 

8th. We fet off at half paft four, and pafled 
through the city of Wong-chetit which is of confi- 
derable magnitude, and makes a better appear-^ 
ance than thofe that had preceded it. Our road lay 
through a country entirely flat, arid ^t ' half paft 
eleven we arrivedat the city of where 

we were condudted to a moft wretched public* 
houfe. 1 refufed to enter it, in confequence of 

which 
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which we turned l>ack» and were carried to a- 
handfome public edifice at a little diftance;. 
Where his Excellency had already Hopped; 
becduie, upOn my exprefiSrig a repugnance to 
alight at the wretched place where 1 had arrived 
before the reft of the party, fotnebody had gone 
to meet his Excellency, in order that he might 
be conduced to that afylum. 

'We took there a difti of tea and fome fruit, 
and then, changing our bearei^, fet off again at a 
tjuarter paft one, pafling through the city, which 
was diftinguiflied by nothing curious, and was not 
even dleferving to be compared to a Dutch village. 

We continued our journey through a flat 
cotmtiy of little fertility ; and at three quarters 
paft fix came to the fuburbs of Tfo^tchem, where 
we found an excellent Conquan. As to fupper 
we were obliged to content ourfelves with eggs 
and a little rice.' The day’s journey was a 
hundred and ten It. The other gentlemen, 
thanks to the carts, did not arrive till a little 
before eleven, complaining bitterly of their dif* 
a^eeable vehicles. 


9th. At three o’clock in the morning we 
were again upon the road. We pafled through 

the 
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I'll© city of Tfo-icheoUt which we judged to be 
very commerciaKrom the ’great number of ihops 
it contained, i^bout half way thrgugh it' was a 
large building, (landing over an arched gateway, 
thirty-fix paces wide in the clear* This is, 
doubtlefs, the place where the commandant of 
the town takes his ftation in cafe of an attack, 
in order to extend his view over every <|uarter, 
and to give his orders in cbnfequence. After 
leaving the town we pafled over a handfome 
ftone bridge, about thirty feet wide, and nine 
hundred and fixty* paces long. In the middle it 
is arched for about two huirdred yards, while 
the two ends or extremities have no perceptible 
rife. Not being able to fee the fide of the 
bridge while I was paffing over it, it was im- 
pollible for me to count the arches, and the fear 
of lofing time did not permit me to flop. 

In the afternoon we palTed two other bridges, 
alfb of fione, one two hundred, the other a hun- 
dred yards long. 

The ground we went over was broken, and of 
a flerile appearance, while mountains clofed our 
profpefl to the wefiward. 



J%% VOTA6E Of ’1%E BVTC9 

At half , pall nine vd’c came to Lmig-Ut^g-chint 
a very miferabie city, through which we paifled 
;^ter having ftbpped an hour at^^a wretched inh 
while waiting for other bearers. Without the 
town is. a tower of fixillories, the only thing' 
worthy of remark. W e afterwards palTed through 
Lo-ko^ki-ou, a place confiding of one very long 
fireet, full of (hops. Its numerous population 
announces a great trade. Thence we proceeded 
to the little city Fee-chingjity a place of handforae 
appearance, becaufe its walls, its houfes, and its 
gates are kept in good repair. 

Near this city is a bridge of hewn done of un- 
common beauty. Us length Is two hundred and 
fixteen paces, and at each end dands an open 
pavilion, the roofs of which are of yellow var- 
nidied tiles. In the centre of thefe pavilions are 
dones bearing infcriptions in honour of the ar- 
chitefl of the bridge. The river, which is yery 
wide at this place, was frozen to a great depth.* 

A little beyond the bridge is a large and noble 
fquare edifice, with a double roof, alfo covered 
with yellov^ vamifhed tiles, and decorated' with 
a great number of ornaments. It is a templq 
ere£led by the Emperor to one of the gods by 
whom he thinks himfelf protefled. Wc there 

met 
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ifiet with whole troops of dromedaries, either 
going towards the capital or returning thence. 
1 had already feen a few in the morning, but 
thefe laft were exceedingly numerous. Many 
of them were carrying charcoal, but their load, 
was fo fmall that I was perfeftly aftoniflied 
at it. > 

At fome diftance beyond B'ee~thmg-fe we pafled 
a great valley df fand, where our bearers foua^ 
it very laborious walking. When at the end of 
it, we came to the paved road which continues 
to the gates of Pe-ktng, that is to fay, a diftance 
of fifteen // (a league and a half). At the begins 
ntng of the road (lands a noble triumphal ardt 
of (lone, with three palTages, magnificently de- 
corated with a variety of ornaments. A little 
on one fide of this gate, and at the fifth U from 
the beginning of the road, are two uniform pa- 
vilions,. of a fquare form, double roofed, with 
yellow varni(hed tiles, and ornamented in parts 
with fculpture well executed and entirely gilt. 
The light of the fun ftriking upon the roofs 
produced a fplendid effed, and refie£led the 
mod brilliant rays from the buildings. They 
are preferved with the greateft care^ 


I eftimate 
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I oftimate the width of the pavement at thirty 
feeti It is compofed of mafTes of a heavy, smd 
hard fipiie» tvreive feet long" by fourteen inches 
broad, and as much thick. This road is well 
contrived for the continual padage of carts car* 
xytng heavy loads, : and but for its extraordinary, 
folldity would have been ruined long ago. 

At ialcarcely poflible-to imagine the immenle 
number of dromedaries, horfes, carts, and mules 
we met upon the road, or the furprifing fenfation 
the whole view excited in our minds^ It an> 
noimced in the moft llrikiug manner the vicinage 
of the Imperial refidence. 

At three o'clock, being at no great diftance 
from the city, we were taken into a pagoda, 
to wait for the return of our conductors, who 
had gone on the evening before to inform the 
Prime Minifter of our approach. Our conduc- 
tors not returning, after the lapfe of an hour, we 
were again feated in our palanquins in order to 
proceed. We obferved on the road fide, at a 
fiuaU diftance from the gate, an oCtagonal tower, 
divided into two portions, the lower of which 
confifted of .only one ftory, while the upper one 
wa^ of thirteen, a mode of conftruCtion alto- 
gether novel to me. 


At 
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- At half paft four #e came to the ^ate of the* 
fiiburhs of On enterii^ them I vho 

furprized: to find that the ifareet was without 
any pavement, while there was fo fine a one in 
the highway without. This ifareet, which runs 
in a ftraight line, is more thim a hundred feht 
wide. 


The houfes, which (land On ' both fides, ace 
equally deilitute of regularity in form, and po» 
fition ; and the very fmall number of handfome 
fliops to be met with firequently ftand next to 
miferable hovels. 

After having proceeded along this Ifareet for 
about three quarters of an hour in an eaflem di* 
re£tion, and having followed another that turned 
off to the north for about ten minutes, we ar- 
rived at the gate of the city of Ckun-tkig-fm, ot 
Pt-kttig, fometimes' called vMo King-Uhing. The 
fuburbs are called Agau^lau-iching* 

The gate of like that of its fubuihs, is, 

l^rd^ externally by a baftion of femr-circulat 
form, the pafikge through vd»ich & defended by 
four very ftvtmg’ gates, thickly plated with iron, 
mid occuning in the fpace of twenty>four yards, 
that being the thid^nefs of the baftion. 

• 4 The 
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: oUte eotranea ol the dty itfelf* tfaftnigh the 
ninpartS) oti the eontraiyr only iproiefted by a 
:fingle door 'plated wilh ircHi* tinmigb the length 
, of the pallage is no lets than thirty paces. ‘Above 
the rampartSy . at the place where they overlook 
the ^trance oCtbe city^ is an edifice of the form 
of an oblong fquare» of three (lories, and, ac> 
cording to my eftiopte, of at lead (ixty feet in 
breadths Each ^ry has twelve fmall embra* 
feres fotLcannolk, 

We had not proceeded far through this gate 
when the CotUis fet, us down in the fireet, no 
doubt to wait for orders as to the place whither 
we were to be cmiyeyed : this at leaft I thought 
1 perceived to be the cafe. In elTefl; fuch 
wders canie a few minutes afterwards, dire£ling 
va to be taken back to the fuburbs, which was 
accordingly done. As foon as we got Out of the 
town the gutes were (hut upon us, as is con- 
fiantly the cuftpin at fun<‘(et. 

We were earned a little: way beyond the 
gates of. the city to ^Conpum or publio*houfe 
generally frequented by carmen, feme of whofe 
Iwrfes we ^perceived akeady in the ftables, In^ 
dignant at treatment fo little cmiformable to 
the charader of an Ambaflador, and finding 

bis 
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his Excellency impre0ed. with the fame fenti> 
mentv i iniifted on being carried to better lodg> 
ings, but was told in anfwer that no better weihe 
tobehad. 

Shortly after two of the Mandarins* our con> 
du£tors* came to tell us that they had announced 
our arrival to the Prime Miif^er ; that lodgings 
were prepared for us in the city* but that we 
could not occupy them tUl the next day* becauie 
the gates were (hut. 

They made us many apologies for the badnefs 
of our inn* afluring us that it was impoffible to 
hnd another in all the fOburbs* and adducing* as 
a proof of their alTertions* the neceility they were 
under of takmg refuge there themfelves. We 
were confequently obliged to fubmit. 

The Mandarins ordered fome viands to be 
brought us cooked in the Chinefe way* but we 
contented ourfelves with a little fruit ; and* 
after a day's journey of more than a hundred 
and twenty //■ (twelve leagues)* found ourfelves 
obliged to .fleep in our clothes upon the floor. 
Our other gentlemen were not more fortunate in 
their way of paffing the night. 

Thus* 


VoL.I. 


N 
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Thus, : on oib: arrival at' the celebrite^ reli- 
dehce of the Emperor^ were we lodged in a kind 
of (table ! Who could have expe£^d fuch an 
adventure! No where, in the whole courfe of 
our journey by land, did we experience fo many 
im^ttv^iences as in the province of Tche-IL 

lotb.. Early in the morning all the perfons 
attached to the Embaify, who alfo put up. lafl 
night at a (table, to fay nothing of the two pre- 
ceding ones, which they palTed in carts, came to 
join us. As foon as the gates were open bur 
condudors went again into town, and returned 
at nine o’clock j bringing with them carts for his 
Expellency and me. They begged us to get in that 
we might be conveyed to our proper lodgings, 
whither the reft of the perfons of the Embafly 
woulA repair in the carts in which they had tra- 
velled. We accordingly feated ourfelves in our 
nbw vehicles. 

They are only intended to carry a (ingle 
perfon. The outHde is neat and covered with 
' cloth, and in the (ides are little wipdows, by 
means bf which the perfon within can fee every 
thing while (ittlng on a culhion .laid in the 
bottom of the carriage, according to the Chinefe 
cuftom. 


Thus 
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. feated we. were carried through the 
citjr, followed by the whole diplomatic t|r<m. 
The ftreet, which is as wide as that of the 
.fuburbs, is paved in the middle for the width of 
about thirty feet. 'Hie houfes are only one or 
at molt two Itories high, agreeably to the ufage 
in China, and like thofe of the fuburb are pot 
built in a regular line, which hurts the eye ex- 
ceedingly i but this alfo is a Chinele prejudice. 

In general, however, the houfes in the city 
have a refpe£tability of appearance of which 
thofe in the fuburbs cannot boalt, and them are 
even Ihopsi of which the fronts are decorated 
with carvings or fculpture m wood or flene, 
and gilt or varnilhed from top to bottom. 
The ftreet, even in the parts that were not 
paved, was covered ndth tents, under which 
the Ihopkeepers difplayed all that the loom can 
produce, as well as provifions and goods of every 
other kind, which gave it, to us, exaflly the ap' 
pearance of a fair ; and the great concourfe of 
people, alfembled in European towns on fetch 
occafions, is an additional trnit of ci^emblance. 
This fpe^acle, the noife pf carriages, holies* 
inuies, and dromedaries i the ademblage of fo 
many men and animnls } the appearance of new 
dmlTes* manners, and faces; every thing,, ha 
-N a ftiort, 
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fllort, put in its claim upon my curfofity, and 
captivated my attention. 

After driving for a quarter of an hour with cpn- ‘ 
iiderable rapidity^ we^pafled a noble ftone bridge 
of five arches, built over a fpot where the water 
was frozen. From this bridge we had a fine 
view of part of the edifices compofing the Im- 
perial palace, which was at no great diftance, 
and through which the water under the bridge 
takes its courfe. A few minutes after quitting 
this bridge, at each end of which is a large and 
handfome triumphal arclf, built of wood, with 
.three gateways, our _ little carts flopped in a 
narrow flreet, where our lodgings were fituated. 
We were immediately going to alight, but were 
requefted to wait in our carriages becaufe the 
houfe was in confufion, there not haying been time 
to put it in order; We were flrangely aflonifhed 
at this propofition, and were again obliged to 
recur to our greot remedy— ^patience. 

After waiting an hour we were requefted to 
alight and walk into the houfe. We found it 
paffoble, and pretty wiell laid out, but in the 
Ghinefe way, foat is to fay, all divided into little 
apartment^ and, befides, badly fwept, and co- 
vered with duft. As foon as each of us knew 

what 
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What apartment he was to occupy the fervants 
'were* employed in making them more decent^ 
and in cleaning the floors and benches. We 
had mats laid over the former, which were of 
ftone, but in the mean time we fuffered much 
from the feverity of the cold, and although wc 
exprefled our fenflbility in that refpefl, it was m 
age before we could obtain a little fire, or 
procure the other things that we were moft in 
want of, Nothing was to be found without a 
great deal of trouble, and upon our exprefling 
our aftoniihment at this want of preparation, 
the apology was that we were not expefted 
before New Y ear’s Day. Such was the confe- 
quences of a letter difpatched by our firft con? 
dufior to the Foo-tchong-tangy ten or twelve days 
ago, in which he told him, that being overtaken 
by bad weather, it was probable our journey to 
f e-king could not be brought to a terminatkm by 
the appointed time. The arran’gement of our 
lodgings had therefore been deferred. It feems, 
however, that as we were expe^ed, it vvould 
have been more prudent and more decent at the 
fame time not to have put it off till the laft 
moment. On the other hand it miift be con- 
leiTed that two hours fuffice to arrange every 
thing in a Chinefe houfe, and they.had no idea 
of preparing it for us in the European fidhimu 

N 3 Not- 
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Hotwithftaiiidlng all we fufiered from the cold« 
we wece obliged with our own hands to put every 
thing in order that we wilhed to be fo. 

One thing remarkably fortunate is our all 
thriving at in good health. A frrong 

argument may be thence drawn in favour 
of ovn conftituti6ns> fihce they refilled fuch 
fevere and fuch long continued fatigue^ 
Our five gentlemen,, and M, Petit-Pierre, the 
mechanift, travelled from a hundred .and twenty 
to a hundred and eighty // (from twelve to eigh- 
teen leagues) a day for eighteen days fucceflively 
on horfes, whofc frequent falls kept them in con-^ 
tinual fear of breaking an arm or a leg. There 
being afterwards a want of horfes, they werd 
obliged to travel in, carts, too fiiort for' them to 
lie down, and too narrow to hold two perfbns, 
though two were often obliged to get into them, 
becaufe the number of individuals exceeded that 
of the carts, of which the only covering confided 
of a mat of bamboo. Add to this an encreafing 
iutenfity of cold, both becaufe we yrerc going 
northwaurd, and becaufe the winter feafon ad- 
vanced $ and fome judgment may be formed of 
the cruel hardlhip of fetting off at fo early an 
hour of the .morning, efpecially at the end of 
our jqumey, which was hurried on tUore than 

the 
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tTie preceding part. One week more, and we 
fhould probably have been the yiflims o£ lick- 
nels, or at leaft of confiderable indifpofitipn y for 
every one of us already difcovered fymptoms of 
an impaired Hate of health, though none of u». 
were pofitively ill. The Vitant of reft, the change 
of aliments, and the privation of thofe whicht 
long, habit had rendered neceflary to us,, had, 
diminiflied the corpulence of the whole party. 
To give a better idea of this, I can truly fay that 
the' circumference of my body was diminiftied at 
leaft five inches. 

Thanks to him who watches over every thing 
not one of thofe is mifiing at the ultimate period 
of our deftination who fet off with the hope of 
reaching it. 

My obfervation applies alfo to our Chinefe 
fcrvants, for they are ftill more fenfible of cold 
than Europeans j and as their ears are particu- 
larly fubje£l to be froft bitten, thefe inhabitants 
of the fouth have wifely imitated the example of 
'their northern countrymen, by covering them 
with caps lined with fur. They took this pre- 
caution froni our firft entrance into the province 
of Cbqn-iongt and by thefe means p^eferved the 
organ of hearing firom all accident. 

1)^4 


As 
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As it was prefaineid that we flioutd have np 
dinner»cooked, a great number of diflies were 
brought, from the Imperial kitchen, which al- 
layed our hunger while our little arrangements 
were making, and vi£tuals were providing. AS 
a fpecimen of the lattPT, the viands that were to 
compbfe our fupper were fiirnilhed us immedi- 
ately after. 

Chairs, tables, and a kind of brafiers to warm 
our apartments, according to the cuftom of the 
country, were alfo brought us. By means of 
thefe fuccours, we were enabled to wait with- 
out impatience for the hour of repofe. 

In . the afternoon we received the individual 
congratulation of .feveral Mandarins upon oUr 
arrival, and our firft conductor came to acquaint 
us, on .the part of the Prime Minifter, that his 
Imperial Majefty would on the I2th receive his 
Excellency and me, as well as all the perfons of 
the fuite, and that we muft all keep ourfelves in 
readinefs againft that day. 

i . ■ 

At an early hour we took a light fupper, and 
then retired to reft, in order to overcome our 
fatigue by a found and grateful Heep, an enjoy- 
ment* we had been deprived of everfince we had 

1 ceafed 
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oeafed to travel by water, and cos^quentfy for 
a whole month. 

nth. His Majefty fent a fine fturgeon by two 
principal Mandarins as a prefect to the Ambaf^ 
fador. It was at leaft twelve feet long, weighed 
two hundred pounds, and was entirely frozen* 
It was a mark of diftinguilhed favour, that filh 
betng referved for the Emperor, and fuch of his 
favourites as eat it receiving it from him. Great 
care was taken to relate to us all thefe partica* 
lars, and to add, that his Majefty treated us 
more favourably than the Englifli who came laft 
year to Pe-king^ fince fo fignal an honour waa 
never conferred upon them. According to the 
cuftom of the country, his Excellency and I per- 
formed the falute of honour to the Emperor, by* 
way of exprcfling our gratitude both for his at- 
tendon and his magnificent prefent. 

In the morning, feveral other principal Man- 
darins came to remind us again that it waif^he 
Emperor’s defire to fee us the next day, adi| to 
tell us to repair in confequence to the palace at 
five o’clock in the morning. As the greater 
part of our baggage was not arrived, and none 
of our gentlemen had with them proper clothes 

to 
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to appear in^ we informed the Mandarins of 
thefe circumftances, and requefted that, in con- 
fideration of the prefent deplorable Hate of their 
wardrobe, they might be excufed from attend- 
ing us to court, li his reafon, however plaufible, 
had no eire£l;. The Mandarins made anfwer, 
that his Imperial Majefly was well acquainted 
with our Jfituatlon ; that he did not want to fee cur 
clothes, but our perfons, in order to be fully con- 
vinced that we enjoyed perfect health after fo 
fatiguing a journey, and that he required us all to 
appear at court. Seeing no means of eluding 
this requeft, we at laft promifed that wc would 
all fliew ourfelvcs, and with this adurance the 
Mandarins retired well fatished. 

Afterwards came other Mandarins in the name 
of ,the Voo teJuing-tangy or Prime Minifter, to aflt 
for a French tranflation of the letter written by 
the Commiffaries General of Batavia to the 
Emperor. I made one, as well as of the lift of 
prefents, and both were given to our firft con- 
ductor, in order to their being delivered to the 
Prime Minifter. Probably it was intended to 
have this tranflation tranflated int<yChinefe by the 
Fr^&iiiph Mifllonaries 2X P e-king, in order to com- 
pare it wjth that which the merchants of Cantoa 

made 
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made afteir my Englilb verfion, and which wa& 
annexed to .tl>e duplicate fent from Batavia, and 
forvvard^ by the Tfon^tou. 

Froni all thefe fa£ls an inference may be drawn 
of the fear entertained by the depolitaries of the. 
public authority in regard to the real contents 
of the letter, and at the fame time this fear is 
a proof of their conviction that reafons of com- 
plaint exift, llnce they are fo'much in dread of a 
complaint being -made. ' 

We lived again very abftemioiifly this day; 
for little or nothing was to be got. Our provi* 
fions were brought fo late, that we did not dine 
till the afternoon was far advanced. We found 
betides that our repaft in the capital was full as 
bad as upon the road. Every moment yve haye 
frelh caufe of aftonilhment, and new reafons to 
perceive how very erroneous were the opinions 
we had formed of the Chinefe nation. 

This morning at five o’clock we repaired in 
carts, and efcorted by feveral Mandarins, to the 
palace, which I was furprifed to find at only a 
few minutes walk from our hotel. We were 
defired to alight in the fquare in front of the 
weft gate. As it Was exceedingly cold, we were 

not 



j88 voyage or the fftyrca 

not kept waiting in the open air according to 
the ufual etiquette, but were condu£ted to a 
finall apartment, which bad been preyioufl/ 
warmed, and with the mean appearance of 
which we were much ftruck. At a quarter pall 
fix we were carried back to the fquare to wait 
for the arrival of . the Emperor, to whom, while 
on his way, we were to prefent the addrefs fent 
from Batavia by the Commifiaries General of 
the Dutch Company. This part of the cere- 
monial was alfo a fubjeft of furprize, becaufe we 
expected to deliver the letter in one of the rooms 
of the palace. 

At leaff twenty times were we made to change 
our place and lituation, being conftantly fur- 
lounded by an infinite number of fpefltators. In 
the midft of thefe were alfo the numerous Am- 
bafiadors of (everal nations bordering upon the 
Empire ; that is to fay, of Corea, of Thibet, and 

the Mogul and Mmichoo Tartars, who crouded 
round us with a curiofity as -great as that of the 
Chinefe. In the prefs was a cbnfiderable num- 
ber of Mandarins> difiinguilhed by their particu- 
lar drefles and different injignia. • I confefs I was 
much flruck, both with the concourfe of curious 
Ipeflators, and with the confufion that prevailed 
anvong them to fueh a degree, that any one 

might 



EMBASSY TO CHIMA IK I794 — 5. 189 

might have imagined himfdf in the midft of a 
favage nation, that had never entertained the leafl: 
idea of civilization. It was then that I recolleded 
the boafted tribunal of the UfioUy or of rites, 
and iifages, and that 1 afked myfelf, upon feeing 
no iigns of order, but a real chaos, on what occa> 
fion it was that it exercifed its punflilious and 
rigid influence ?— A fine fubje6t for refleftion, if 
we had not been freezing, while gazing on the 
fcene. 

A man muft have been witnefs to fuch an oo- 
currence in order to form the leall idea of it ; 
but from my perfonal experience, I could never 
have believed that things could have been in 
fuch a Hate of diflurbance at the court of the 
Chinefe Monarch. 

At length, after another half hour’s expe£la- 
tion, the Emperor came from out of the weft gate 
of the palace, feated in a yellow palanquin lined 
with filk, and carried by eight bearers only. 

When his Majelly approached,^ we were or- 
dered to kneel down, the AmbafTador holding up 
with both hands the gilt box in which was the 
addrefs for the Monarch. When he bad advanced. 
9S far as us, the Emperor made his bearers flop, 

and 
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and the Fi^-^tayen, or Second Minifter, who 
was walking by the fide of the palanquin, came- 
■ and took the box from the hands of Ms Excel- 
. lency, and carried it to the Emperor. On this 
we all performed the falute of honour, by bow- 
ing the head three times to the ground three 
times over. 

The falute being finiihed, his ^lajefty ad* 
drelfed himfelf to the Ambaffador, enquired after 
his health, and that of all the perfons of his 
fuite, afked the age of our Prince, that of the 
Ambafiador, and,'lafi:ly, whether we did not fuflfer 
from the cold, probably becaufe he was furprifed 
at not feeing us in furred clothes. The Ambaffa- 
<^r’s anfwers being conveyed to him through the 
medium of the Interpreter, the bearers proceeded, 
and we made a fingle inclination of the head, 
after which we arofe. 

The Emperor was carried firaight forward 
to the weftward, into a garden belonging 
to his palace, where there is a very large 
pond, and whither we were condu£ted on foot, 
in the midft of the croud, and with fuch ra- 
pidity, that it was the next thing to running. 
Each of usi was taken under the arm by a Man- 
darin, and dragged along ip a manner which. 
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in our country* would be confidered as charac- 
teriftic of the .>greateft incivility and rudenefs* 
though here it could only be regarded as a tefti- 
mony of zeal and attention. 

When his Imperial Majeftycame to the edge 
.of the ppnd, he got out of his chair or palanquin, 
and feated himfelf in an armed chair placed 
'.upon a fled f This fled, trimmed with a yellow 
llulF, and loaded with ornaments, particularly 
with gilt dragons on its fides, pafied over the 
ice to the other fide of the pond, whence his 
Majelly and his two Miniflers repaired into .e» 
faloon to breakfafl, and expedite certain affairs 
offtate. 

We alfo were taken to an apartment, where 
his Majefty had ordered breakfafl to be pre- 
pared for us. It was fo wretched a place, that 
if a fimilar one had been propofed to us during 
our journey, we fliould fcarcely have deigned to 
accept it- We were then defired to lit down 
upon cufliions on th^ floor, by the fide of little 
tables, like, the Chinefe j but this being evi- 
dently inconvenient to us from want of habit, we 
were condu^ied to a pavilion of handfome ap- 
pearance, fituated in a walled garden. The're 
we were pvit into a little room, hardly better 
4 than 
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tbsttt that we had left; but at any rate it cofh 
tained benches and old tables, on which we fet 
'OUT breakfaft. . 

The paper panes in the windows inftead of 
glafs intercepting the light, candles were brought 
in. The candlefticks were clumfy wooden ones, 
and the reft of the furniture was fuch as exaftly 
to remind us of a guard-houfe in our own 
<;puntry. 

On looking around us, we were ftruck with 
' the greateft aftoniftiment, ’of which we only got 
the. better to refleft, that being received in fuch 
apartments in the Imperial palace, we had had 
Kttle reafon to complaiir of the bad lodgings to 
.which we had fometimes been taken on the road. 
We concluded alfo, upon making the fame 
comparifon, 'that the hotel in which we were 
lodged at Pe-king was a magnificent place of 
abode. This picture will perhaps accord ill with 
the brilliant accounts that the Miilionaries have 
fent to Europe of this capital, and of the palace 
of the Emperor; but 1 paint what I fee, and 
what (I repeat it again) I fo little expeded to . 
fee, that nothing but by own eyes could have 
convinced m*e of its reality. 

\ 
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• After breakfaft, during which his Majefty 
twice fent us delicacies from his own table, a 
proof of our being very high in his good graces, 
we were carried back again over the ice, on 
which we found a great -number of people 
Ikating. Their Ikates only differ from thofe of 
Europe in this, that inftead of terminating before 
in a Curve, they have at their extremity a piece 
of iron Handing up at a right angle. 

As the Chinefe had heard that our gentlemen 
knew how to fkate, feveral Mandarins of confe- 
quence infifted upon one of our fervants going 
to fetch their fkates. When they were brought, 
Meffrs. Van Braam and Dozy got upon the ice, 
and gave the Mandarins, and afterwards the 
Emperor himfelf, a fpecimen of the European 
mode of fkating. They were much admired, 
and attraSed a great concourfe of fpeftators. 

After we had remained half an hour upon the 
ice, his Majefty came and feated himfelf upon 
the fled, which again crofled the pond. I per- 
ceived that he gave orders for our being placed 
Near him, that we might have a better view 
of the performances of the fkaters. At the fame 
inftant a whole troop of thefe came ^rom a con- 
Vot. I. O flderable 
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fiderable diftance, running direftly towards tbe 
Emperor; and, as if they had not the art of 
flopping themfelves with their heels, as Euro- 
peans do when going at full fpeed, thefe Chi- 
nefe, unable to check their rapidity, let them- 
felves fall upon the ice as foon as they came 
clofe up to the fled, in order that they might not 
run over the Emperor. When the race of the 
firft body of fkaters was over, the fled was drawn 
to another place, where a gate made of bamboo 
had been erefled, having a leathern ball fufpended 
in the centre. Here again care was taken to place 
•us clofe to the Emperor, that we might fee every 
thing without obftacle, his Majelly turning his 
head round repeatedly to look at us. 

Prefently we faw foldiers approach, two by 
two* who fkated over the ice with bows and 
arrows in their hands, and Ihot, one at the 
leathern ball, and the other at a kind of hat, of 
leather alfo, laid upon the i.ce at a little diftance 
from the gate. They were followed by a com- 
pany of little boys, armed like wile with bows 
and arrows* of which they made the fame ufe as 
the foldiers. This exercife was performed with 
great ' order, and almo(l all were dexterous 
enough to hit the mark, though they moved with 

great 
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great rapidity, and put themfelves into all the 
elegant attitudes of European archers* The 
children Ihewed particular dexterity. 

While this diverfion \Vas going on, I had an 
opportunity of obferving that the pond we were 
(landing on is a continuation of the water over 
which the noble bridge is built that we paffed 
the day before yefterday. It was in fight of us, 
as well as feveral other di{liti£l edifices, that are 
dependencies of the palace. In the midil of the 
pond is a fmall rocky i(land> with a handlome 
hexagonal pavilion upon it, whither the Em- 
peror fometimes goes, during the fummer, to 
amu£e hiinfelf with filhing. 

Thefe (ingular exercifes being at an end, his 
Majelly returned to the palace, through which 
we pafied with the croud, in order to go and 
pay our refpefls to the Voo-tchong-tang, who, as 
Prefident of the Tribunal of Adminifiration, has, 
within the walls of the palace, and in the edifice 
fet apart for the courts of juftice, a variety of 
apartments, in which he gives audience, accord- 
ing to the rank of the perfons introduced, while 
for his family and houfehold he ijas a private 
hotel, fituated without the precin3s of the Itn- 
perial abode. / 

We 
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We were introduced to this Mandaritf# 
by whom we were very kindly received. 
He enquired after the health of each of us> 
alked if our laborious journey had not .fatigued 
us, and if we did not -feel cold without furred 
clothes. 

After our anfwers had been conveyed to him 
through the medium of M. Agie, we took our 
leave, and were conducted back to our hotel, 
where we arrived at ten o’clock. The Imperial 
palace, which contains within its inner walls 
the buildings appropriated to the Six Tribunals 
of the Empire ; namely, i. that of the Ly-pou^ or 
Adminiftration of the Regency of State ; 2. that 
of the Hou-pou, or Treafury ; 3. that of the Li-poUt 
or’ of Rites and Ceremonies 5. 4. that of the Fing^ 
pou, or Military Council ; 5. that of the Hmg-poti, 
or of Juftice j and, laftly, that of Cong-poUf 
or of General Police , is in itfelf a fort of little 
city, furrouhded with a very .lofty wall, through 
which there are a variety of gates. 

In the interior of the palace there are hundreds 
of edifices, which make a magnificent appearr 
ance on the putfide, and which are ornamented 
with pieces of Iculpture. Thefe buildings arc 
befide richly gilt, and farther embelliihed by a 

rad 
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Ted or green varnifli of the Japan kind. The 
roofs are covered with yellow tiles. 

Through the palace runs a winding canal, > 
which is vifible in fome places, while in 
others it difappears under the buildings. The 
paflages and the fquares are all neatly paved 
with hewn ftone. We perceived at a diftance 
other edifices, in no refpefl; inferior to thefe as to 
external beauty ; but we alfo faw, in palling 
along feveral places, and between great maffes 
of building, the moft miferable hovels and heaps 
of dirt, which were ill concealed by walls. The 
apartments in which we were received by the firft 
Minifter were far from anfwering to the import- 
ance of fo great a man. The rooms are fo fmall, 
that there is not a common tradefman’s hoiife in 
Holland which does not contain handfomer and 
more fpacious apartments ; and they were fo full 
of people of all ranks, that it was not without 
difficulty that we made our way through them. 
Nor was any great' decorum preferved j mailers 
and fervants were Handing promifcuoully j and 
the latter, that they might the better gratify 
their curiofity by a fight of us, pulhed afide the 
Mandarins without ceremony, and placed them- 
felves before them. Every thing Ve faw ap- 
peared to us inconceivable, and would no doubt 

O 3 hav« 
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have feemed fo to any one who' could have been 
witnefs of this aiTemblage. 

• The gate of the palace through which we 
entered is itfelf a large building with three paf* 
fages, the middle one being the wideft and inoft 
lofty. Each paffqge has a wooden door ftrength- 
ened by plates of iron, with yellow brafs knobs 
upon them, placed at about fourteen inches 
from one another, and difpofed in the fame order 
as the Squares , Of a chcfs-board, Thefc doors, 
and in general thofe of all the Imperial buildings, 
arc painted red, and in all of them the middle 
paflage is referved for the Emperor alone, while 
thofe on the /ides are for the Mandarins and pri-!* 
vate individuals. The length of the palfage 
under the gate-way is forty-two of my paces, and 
is very handfomely arched over head. Upon 
the rampart over the gate is a building in the 
form of an oblong fquare, two (lories high, and 
rcfembiing in its conftruclion, roof, and ornar 
ments, thofe of the interior of the palace. 

On coming out of this palfage, we found our- 
felves in a vaft fquare, paved and furrounded by 
buildings ere£led without the leaft regard to 
order or regularity. Each of thefe buildings, 
fome of which are dependencies of the chief 

tribunals. 
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tribunals, is furrounded with its own wall. Two 
only on the left hand of the entrance have their 
facades and windows looking immediately into 
the fquare. Tlie walls enclofing thefe different 
buildings form right lines in the interior of the 
palace, each running in the direftion of one trf 
the four cardinal points of the compafs. 

Here I muft beg leave to add, in regard to 
the exercife of the fkates, of which we were 
this day fpe£tators, that it takes place annually, 
in prefence of the Emperor. 

It appears alfo that it is the only day on which 
fkates are ufed } for neither before nor after did I 
ever fee a fingle fkater in China, although I have 
. often fcen fleds at the different times 1 have been 
upon the ice. 

This afternoon the two pieces of mechaniftn 
intended for the Emperor were brought to us, 
that we might fee if nothing about them was 
deranged. We found the upper part very 
much damaged, which did not aflonidi us, 
fince once on the road, and in the prefence 
of our Gentlemen, the Coulis let them fall 
upon the frozen ground. As no Mandarin’s 
fervant has taken the leall care of them, 

O 4 we 
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we have reafon to fear left all the reft ihould bo 
in the fame ftate. 

Although we were liable to no reproacb in 
this rcfpedl, the whole having been put into the 
hands^of the Mandarins at Canton in the belt 
order polfible, and packed up in their prefence, 
it was not the lefs mortifying that fuch diftin- 
guilhed prefents, compofed of the moll finilhed 
pieces of workmanfliip (as their defcription in 
the fupplement and the drawing^ will Ihew), 
Ihould be no longer in a prefentable ftate. It is 
true our mechanift declared that he was able to 
repair them ; but w’e were in doubt if our ftay 
would be fufficiently long for- him to have time 
to (ir.ith the job. We therefore refolved to be 
guided by circumftances. 

13th. At four o’clock in the morning the 
Lingua came to wake the Ambafiador and me, 
in order that we might repair to the palace, the 
Em.peror having given orders that we Ihould be 
conduced to the houfes of the Second Minifter 
andtheothergrandeesof the palace. Wegot ready 
accordingly, and fet off for court at half pall fix. 
We were taken into a private room, to wait till the 
Fok-lio-tayen, or Second Minifter, Ihould make 
his appearance in the audience chamber. An 

' hour 
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hour and an half after we were introduced. We 
faluted him with a genuflexion, as we had done 
yefte^^y at the Prime Minifter’s. He received 
us in a gracious manner, although there was 
fomething haughty in his demeanour. Like the 
Emperor and the Voo-tchong-4ang^ he fpoke to us ■ 
of our health, of the journey, and of our fulFer- 
ings from the cold. M. Agie conveyed to him 
our anfwers, after which we took our leave. 

Thence we went to the houfe of the Y-tc^-ent 
whom we found exceedingly affable, and whofe 
hair indicated a very advanced time of life. He 
had formerly been Hou-fou at Canton. We were 
next to have been condufled to a brother of the 
Emperor, but as fome engagement prevented his 
receiving us, he fent us a meffage expreffive of 
his regret, after which we were conduced back 
to our lodgings. 

Thefe vifits carried us through a great part of 
the palace, and gave us an opportunity of re- 
marking how little the interior of the buildings 
correfponds with the outfide. The little apart- 
ment in which we firft waited was fo plain, and 
fo deflitute of orilament, that we could hardly 
perfuade onrfelyes that we were in the Imperial 
palace. In going through fome narrow paffages, 

we 
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we ohferved edifices in bad condition, and much 
more calculated to indicate the abode of poverty 
than that of a great monarch. There was no 
end to my aflonifliment. 

We were treated every where, and upon all 
occafions, with politenefs ,and attention. His 
Majefty even fent two Mandarins this morning to 
enquire in his name after the health of the Am- 
baflador and that of all the perfons of the Em- 
balTy. I heard every moment that the old Mo- 
narch was very well fatished with us, as well as 
the Prime Minifter, and that as to myfelf in par- 
ticular, I had the good fortune to exhibit a phy- 
liognomy and a demeanour which captivated their 
good will, I was told belides, that we flood 
very much above the Englifh in the opinion of 
the Sovereign and the Voo-tchong-tan^ j and 
all thefe particulars were accompanied with 
further compliments. ] truft the reader will 
excufe thofe which I have juft related, and which 
my veracity forbade me to facrifice to a falfe 
fenfe of fliame, becaufe 1 am in reality no more 
here than the Hiftorian of the Embafty. 

The perfons from whom we received thefe 
pleafing reports gave us reafon to hope for 
ftill more diftinguifhed marks of favour, and 

aflUred 
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ulTured us that we Oiould have an opportunity of 
feeing things that no foreigner as yet had ever 
beheld. Our defire to enlighten Europe by our 
obfervations on what is moft remarkable in 
China made this information highly agreeable. 

While we were out upon our vifits this mom* 
ing I met at the Imperial palace one of the 
Portuguefe MifTionaries, an old man with a long 
grey beard. I had hardly time to falute him, 
becaufe in hafte to go to the audience of the 
Minifter ; and I was very forry for it. Our meet- 
ing was fo unexpefledy that I did not even 
think of alking where 1 could fee him again> a 
thing which 1 am fearful the Chinefe will en- 
deavour to prevent, 

A little after twelve o’clock one of the princi- 
pal eunuchs of the court, of the rank of a 'great 
Mandarin, came to enquire in the name of the 
Prime Minifter after the health of the Ambaftadpr 
and me. As our dinner was juft putting on the 
table, he exprefled a defire to fee us eat, and was 
invited by us to fatisfy his curiofity. Nothing 
efcaped his obfervation. Having feen his Ex- 
cellency drink half a fmall glafs of brandy to 
fupply the want of our wine, which* was not yet 
arrived, he alfo tafted it, and alked for one of 
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our plates of Englifli manufaGure, a little brandy, 
and a couple of bifcuits, which he wiflied to 
prefen t to the Voo~tcho»g~tang. He returned us 
3iis thanks, and, at the expence of tbe Englifli, 
beflowed great praife upon our politenefs, and 
upon the order obfervable in every thing about 
us. He then took' leave, exceedingly well pleafed 
with the attentions we had fliewn him. 

The Mandarins who came with us were ftill 
extremely difconcerted about the two pieces of 
Mechanifm. It was evident that they were 
defirous of colouring over their negligence, and 
of throwing the blame upon the mechanift, and 
bad packing up j and that they were particularly 
anxious left the truth (hould come to the Em- 
peror’s ears. Three Chinefe watch-makers in 
the fervice of the court came to fee if it would 
be poflible to mend them iiv a few days, under 
the direftion of our mechanift ; but the latter 
declared that as he could not make them under- 
ftand him, it was impoffible' for them to be em- 
ployed. He faid that it would be neceffary to 
remove the prefents into one of the apartments 
of the palace, and to procure him his tools, which 
were not yet arrived at Pe-king ; and that he 
ihould then4)e able to repair every thing, with 
the aflifiance of two or three Milhonaries, who 

had 
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had laft year helped him to put to rights the 
Englifli planetarium in the palace of Ymn-mutg- 
yuen. It was eafy to perceive that this propo- 
fition was by no means pleafing to our conduc- 
tors ; for they alked if we had not brought other 
pieces of mechanifm that might fupply the place 
of thefe. We anfwered that we had not, and 
added, that fincc ocr mechanift was able to re- 
ftore them to their primitive Hate, they would 
be prefented to the EmpCror as the moll valuable 
things we had to offer him. They then went 
away, much difcontented with the bad fuccefs 
of their attempt. 

This afternoon we had the pkafure of feeing 
the reft of our fuite arrive ; namely, fourteen 
foldiers and fervants, all of whom had fuflfered 
much from fatigue and the fevcrity of the feafon. 
A Malay belonging to the Ambaffador was ia a 
burning fever and delirious. 

15th. A Mandarin coming again to enquire 
into the Hate of the pieces of mechanifm, M. 
Petit Pierre found means, by the afliftance of 
one of our Chinefe fervants, to make him under- 
ftand the real caufe of their derangement, and 
the negligence fliewn by our conduftors in that 
refpefl. He told him alfo, that with his tools, 

and 
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atid the help of the Miffionaries, he could ma- 
nage to make them as perfect as ever. The 
Mandarin gave him to underftand that he com- 
prehended the whole bulinefs, and that he was 
going to make a report of it to the Prime Mi- 
nifter. 

In the mean time the day appointed for the deli- 
very of the prefents approached. The mirrors ar- 
rived this day, without having met with the final- 
left accident; but one of the Englilh lanterns was 
broken, which, however, I replaced by one of 
my own. Two necklaces of pearl and amber, 
that were put into the trunk which contained 
my linen, were not yet arrived. As I refufed to 
entruft the key of it to any one, a courier was 
difpatched to accelerate its conveyance. In the 
afternoon the Emperor fent us a large yellow 
bag, containing Tartarian grapes of an agreeable 
tafte, but fmall, and without ftones. The Man- 
darins told me that thefe grapes being good for 
complaints of the lungs, and his Majcfty having 
remarked that I had fo bad a cold as to be hardly 
able to articulate, this prefent was a proof of 
his attention and kindnefs. I performed the 
falute of honour as a mark of my gratitude, 
making an ’apology for the Ambaflador, who 
was confined to his bed by a fevere head-ach. 
2 1 (hould 
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I (hould not forget to fay, that a cuftom 
ly obferved among the Chinefe requires every 
one who receives a prefent from his Im- 
perial Majefty to place it upon a table, and 
to perform the ceremony of adoration before it, 
kneeling and bowing the head thrice to the 
ground three different times over* while leaning 
upon the hands. 

There was fomething however very ftrange in 
the treatment we met with. — On one hand wc 
received a great deal of attention, while on the 
other we were kept abfolutely confined to our 
hotel, and watched as if we had been fo many 
prifoners. We could not even find means to 
convey a note to the Miflionaries. Such of our 
fervants even as were Chinefe dared not ’'go into 
the ftreets, and the fevered punifliment was de- 
nounced againft any one who fliould attempt to 
convey us any information. Qf this we doubt 
our conduftors were the caufe. They were, 
certainly afraid, left in our converfations with 
the Miflionaries we Ihould expofe the '^ondufit 
of the Mandarins of Canton. All this rendered 
our fituation difagreeable and tirefome, and In^ 
fpired us with the ftrongeft defire to return. 


i4ih. The 



VOYAGE OF THE ©«TCR 

i6th. Tlie young Malay, one of the Ambaf' 
fador’s fervants; whofe arrival in bad health I men* 
tioned on the 14th, died this morning. In the fore- 
noon, the Mandarin who was our third conduc- 
tor, and who remained behind to fuperintend 
the baggage, arrived at P e-king. He brought 
with him nothing but three trunks belonging to 
the AmbalTador and me, and three cafes of wine. 
We had it then in our power, after a month’s 
privation, to drink a glafs of that liquor at our , 
meals. We received him very coolly, and every 
one of us afkcd him for fome article or other. 
He anfwered that the whole would arrive in 
three or four days,, but that he had been obliged 
to leave it to the care of two inferior Man- 
darins. . His Excellency, through the me- 
dium of M. Agie, reproached him in terms fo 
harfli, that he retired without making an anfwer, 
and without taking leave. Perhaps he was lefs 
biameable than w'e imagined, lince it is fo difti> 
cult to manage the Cou/is, as we ourfelves had 
but too well experienced : but it is the nature of 
man to, complain without always confidering 
whether thofe to whom he addreffes his re- 
proaches deferve them ; and woe to the inno- 
cent who is expofed to this kind of vengeance. 
It is nevertKelefs true, that it is exceedingly 
unplealant for our gentlemen to be reduced, 
9 from 
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from the want of their trunks, to the neceffity 
of borrowing linen. 

At the fame time, the Mandarin to whom 
the care of our hotel was entrufted fupplied our 
table as fcantily as poffible, and with an ever- 
lafting monotony. This conduct was certainly 
unknown to the Prime Minifter. Inferior Man- 
darins had no doubt made it a means of filling 
their purfe, as the domeftics of our conduftots 
did upon our journey, according at leaft to the 
report of our Chinefe fervants. But where 
is there a place in the univerfe inaccefiible 
to corruption ? Would it not be the fame thing 
in Europe ? And would not every one try to 
avail himfelf of fuch an opportunity if itihould 
come in his way? Let us not then judge too 
feverely of the Chinefe, who perhaps would alfo 
tell us in reply, that the fignal proofs of addrefs 
which they gave In this inftance were no injury 
to our pockets, fince .the whole of our expences 
were defrayed by the Emperor. 

t 

This evening the body of the unfortunate 
Malay was taken, away and buried without the 
city. 


Vot. I. P 17th. This 



tic VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 

17 th. This morning a prefent of paltry was 

brought to the AmbafiTador and his company, in 

the name of the Emperor. 

« 

Shortly after, a Mandarin came to aik for the 
valuable articles which made part of the prefents 
to the Emperor, and which had been entrufted 
to my care. I refuted to part with them, faying 
that 1 had orders from his Excellency to deliver 
them to the Voo-tchong-tang in perfon, as had been 
the praftice in former Embaffies. The Man- 
darin, although he expreffed much difcontent, 
found it impoflible to gain his point. 

This afternoon the Lingua came to inform me, 
that the AmbalTador and 1 were on the nbxt day 
•fc deliver, the prefents for the Emperor to the 
'Prime Minifter. 1 communicated this melTage 
to his Excellency j but he was fo much indif- 
pofed with fever, that it was impoflible for him 
to rife from his bed. I fent word of this to the 
Mandarin by the Interpreter, adding that 1 
ihould go to.court alone. 

This day we received fome more of our bag- 
gage, and fome cafes of liquors, but in a- mofl; . 
deplorable fiate. Out of forty-eight bottles con- 
tained 
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tbined in one of my cafes, tweiity-feven were 
broken, and in the others the breakage was in 
the fame proportion. 

It would be Unjuft to impute this lofs to the 
negligence of our condu£tors*. In the firft place, 
the intenfe cold might have afted upon the fpi* 
rituous liquors, and by freezing them might have 
made thena burft the bottles. Befidcs, thofe 
curfed Coulis frequently let the cafes fall violently 
upon the ground hardened by the froft, on pur- 
pofe that the bottles might break and the liquor' 
run out, which rendered their burden fo much 
the lighter. In would have been impoliible for 
our conductors to attend to every Couli, fince » 
they were fometimes fpread over a fpace of 
more than two leagues. Befides, I have re- 
peatedly faid that no Mandarin is able to controul 
that clafs of men, the very refufe of the Chinefe 
nation. There is then no remedy but patience. 
The only well-founded reproach we have to 
make our conductors is their having continually 
amufed us with vain promifes, which is not lefs 
the faftiion at court. 

% 

• ^ 

As it is not indeed impoffible, if we knew all, 

that valid ' eiceufes might be found for every 

thing that appeared blameable in our conduc- 

Pa tors. 
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tors, I Ihall make it a point to lay na more upon 
the fabjeft. 

1 8th. I repaired alone to the Imperial palace- 
before fix o’clock in the morning, carrying with 
me the moft valuable prefents. I was there 
uflVered into a miferable apartment, a comparifon 
with which would difgrace a Dutch guard-houfe, 
though in it I found feveral Mandarins, who 
W'ore in their caps the eminent diftin£tion of 
the peacock’s feather. At the end of an hour 
and an half, two principal Mandarins came to 
alk me for the prefents, in order to carry them 
to the inner apartments. I delivered them ac- 
cordingly, ftill remaining in the midft of a nu- 
merous company. Tea and paltry were pre- 
fcnted to me. 

At nine .©’’clock I was conduced to the Prime 
Minifter, to whom, after having made my obei- 
fance on my knees, I oflFered; an apology for the 
Ambaffador, expreffive of his regret at his be- 
ing prevented from appearing by want of health. 
He was very polite, and alked me if we had a 
good phyfician in our fuite. To this I anfwered, 
that if the .^rohaflador Ihould not find himfelf 
better in the evening, I Ihould take the liberty 
of applying for one of the phyficians of his High- 
1 nels. 
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siefs. Perceiving by my voice that I had a cold, 
he was pleafed to attribute it to my being too 
thinly clad, I obferved that my cold had been 
occafioned by the journey 5 and. upon his enquiry 
if I took no remedy for it, 1 told him that 1 hoped 
1 Hiould be able to do without. After a few, 
more words, he difmifled me in a very friepdly 
manner. He was fitting upon his bed, on ac- 
count of having received a hurt on one of his 
legs. The apartment in which he received me 
was fo fmall, that there was hardly room for fix 
perfons to Hand round his bed. 

As I was retiring, I found myfelf taken by the 
arm and led into a little room adjoining to that 
of the Prime Minifter. It was the Miflionary 
whom 1 had met with in the palace, and who 
had made his way through a croud of Mandarins 
to accoft me. Prefenting to him my hand, which 
he eagerly grafped, I told him in Portuguefe, 
that we were exceedingly defirous of feeing the 
Miflionaries at our hotel. He aufwered me. 
We Jhall Jkortly meet again. I had fcarcely time to 
give him a note written by M. de Guignes, 
■which 1 had purpofely put in my pocket, when 
I was pulled violently away, as if on purpofe to 
break off our converfation, and led out of the 
room. A moment after I faw my note in the 

P 3 hands 



414, voyage OP THE DUTCH 

hands of one of the firft Mandarins, who at- 
tended nie to the outfide of the palace walls with 
great politenefs. 

On' returning to our hotel I gave his Excel- 
lency an account of all that had paflcd, and told 
him, on the part of the Mandarins, that we were 
expelled at the palace on the two following days 
at a very early hour, in order to pay our refpefts 
to the Emperor. I did not, however, think 
proper to advife him to go out ; which, indeed, 
he was too ill to attempt j for it was not only 
neceflary that he Ihould keep his bed that even- 
ing, but it would have been highly dangerous 
for him to expofe himfelf to the fharp air of the 
morning, the cold being then very fevere. Thia 
morning Fahrenheit’s thermometer had fallen as 
low as lixteen degrees. I confequently fent 
word that I fliould go to court alone. 

Shortly after my return from the palace our 
interpreter begged M. de Gulgnes to go thither, 
as one of the firft Mandarins.,. was waiting to 
ipeak with him. 

He went accordingly,, and* returning an hour 
after told the'AmbalTador that the Mandarin had 
aiked him the contents of a note which he had 
3 fliewn 
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(hewn to him, as alfo by whom it was writteh ; 
that he had made anfwer that it was his writing, 
and that the purport of it was ‘to inform the Mit. 
fionaries that he was the bearer of fome letters 
for them, and that he particularly defirpd to fee 
one of them of the name of Roux, whofe agent 
he was at Canton, becaufe he had fome im-* 
portant matters to communicate to him relative 
to his Miffion ; that not a word was faid of the 
affairs of the Company at Canton ; and that if 
we were defirous of feeing thole gentlemen, it 
was merely becaufe we were perfonally ac- 
quainted with fome of them, aijd fliould feel 
great pleafure in feeing them at our hotel. M.- 
de Guignes added, that the Mandarin had ap- 
peared very well fatisfied with his fincerity, and 
had prdmifed to procure him an interview with 
M. Roux. 

We may then hope to be permitted to cor.* 
verfe with the Miifionaries, from which, no 
doubt, reciprocal fatisfa£lion will be derived. 

I had hardly finiflied the preceding phrafe in 
my Journal, when a very unexpefted letter was 
fecretly brought me from my friend Grammont, 
who teftified an earneif delire to ’give me fome 
important information. I fent my anfwer by the 
P 4 bearer 
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bearer of his letter. This gives us hopes q{ 
being able to correfpond even if we ihould not 
lee oiie another. My friend, however, gives me 
reafon to expe£l that we fhall meet ere loiig, 
which makes us all exceedingly happy. 

In the afternoon two of our firft condu(51;ors 
Trpm Canton came to enquire after his Excel- 
lency’s health, and to inform us at the fame time 
that his Majefty received bur prefents very gra- 
cioufly, and with every mark of fatisfaftion. 
They told us, alfo, that henceforward their func- 
tions relative to our Erabafly ceafed, other Man- 
darins being charged to attend us during the reft 
of our ftay at Peeking, 

The Emperor’s prefents being delivered, I 
propofed to the Ambaffadpr to make out a lift 
of thofe intended for the three principal mi- 
nifters, the Aa-tchong-tang, the Voo-tchong-tangf 
and the Fok-lio-tayen, in order that they might be 
fent to thofe Mandarins. To'this he confented. 
I therefore had the lift tranflated into Chinefe 
by the Lingua, and then gave it to a Mandarin 
to deliver to the above three Minifters of State. 

I ^ . 

In the afternoon the Naa-fan-tayen, a Mandarin 
of the pale blue tranfparent ball, and peacock’s 

feather. 
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feather, charged at prefent with the care of 
every thing that concerns us, came to fee his 
Excellency in his bed, and to enquire after hi$ 
health. He afterwards walked into my room 
to vilit me, and to tell jue to go the next morning 
to court. 

This Mandarin is the very fame in whofe hands 
I this morning faw the note I had given to the 
Miffionary, and alfo the fame who interrogated 
M. de Guignes concerning its tenor. His ad- 
drefs is plealing, and his countenance very pre- 
pofleffing. After having fuffilled his miffion he 
took leave, and I attended him as far as thd 
ftreet-door. 

19th. This morning at half pall four I fet off 
for the Imperial palace. I was condu£ted along 
the ramparts from the weftern gate to the Ibuth- 
ward, and then to the eadward, till we came to 
another great gate with three ^adages, by which 
we entered. 1 afterwards found myfelf in the 
midft of a great open place, forming a long 
fquare, and lituated fouth of the palace. To the 
eadward of this fquare is a temple in which the 
boards or tablets of the deceafed Empb* 

rors are laid upon altars. This fquare, as well as 
1 could dillinguilh by die feeble light of the llai«> 

has 
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has on three of its tides buildings of little ele- 
vation, along which runs a covered gallery fup- 
ported by pillars, except in the middle of the 
fouth part, where there is a lofty building of two 
tiories high. 

I was _condu£ted into three different little 
apartments on the weftem tide, to wait there for 
the arrival of the monarch. They feejned better 
calculated to hold utenfils than to be the habi- 
tations of human beings. 

At half part five I was led back to the fquare, 

• the Emperor’s coming being immediately ex- 
pe£led. I then obferved that the fouth wall of 
the palace advances at the extremities, and forms 
tworegular wings, which I eftimate at a hundred 
and fifty yards at leall in length, leaving an in- 
terval in the middle of about a hundred and 
twenty paces. It is in the midft of this empty 
fpace that (lands a gate or entrance, having, like 
the others, three paffages clofed by doors plated 
with iron, in the way already deferibed, that 
form being general throughout all the Imperial 
edifices. * 

The middle pafTage of. this gateway is more 
lofty and of greater width than two lateral ones, 

and 
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and is full fixty of my paces in length. Over 
the gate, as well as over each of the wings, are 
buildings two ftories high, conftrufted and orna- 
mented like thofe I mentioned when defcribing 
the weft gate. There is, befides, on each fide 
of the middle edifice, a pavilion, ^ the roof of 
which ends in a point. 

In this part every thing is proportioned ac- 
cording to the laws of the moft rigid fymmetry, 
and the whole has an air of unco|imon grandeur. 
I calculate the height of the wall of the palace 
at about forty-feven feet. It is all of hewn ftone, 
and of confiderable thicknefs. The outfide, like 
all the walls that inclofe edifices belonging to 
the Emperor, is coated with plaifter, and painted 
of a pale red. This, with the rich gilding and 
brilliant colours of the building, compofes a very 
magnificent whole. 

At the angle of the palace wall, to the weft- 
ward, ftands a noble fquare pavilion, two ftories 
high, coated, gilt, and ornamented, like the 
other buildings, with a roof, the top of which, 
'embelliflied by a gilt point, attra£ls and pleafes 
the eye. 
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This fouthcrn part of the palace muft have 
exifted in its prefent ftate at the time of the Em- 
baiiy of the Dutch Eaft India' Company, a 
hundred and forty years ago, fince a very exaft 
reprefentation of it is to be found in Nieuhof * ; 
but, at the fame time, that engraving is the only 
one in the whole work that deferves the praife of 
accuracy. 

At fix o’clock the Emperor came out of the 
palace in his uf^al palanquin, and was carried to 
the temple of his anceftors, where he was detained 
nearly an hour by the performance of his religious 
duties. 1 knelt down while he was paffing, but 
without performing the ceremony of adoration. 

Before his Majefty came back a meflenger was 
fent for my nephew Van-Braam, that 1 might 
not appear alone. His Imperial Majefiy, on his 
way back, flopped his chair abrcaft of us, and, 
addrefling hirafelf to me, did me the honour to 


■ • This narratire of the journey of the Dutch Embally in 
11655 and 1656, written by John Nieuhof, Makre d'Ht^cl to the 
Ambafiador, whofe travels in other parts of the world have alfo 
been publifhed, has been printed in feveral languages, and in 
different fhapes. It is alfo to be found in Thevendt's CoHeSiottt 
and in the Abbe Preroft's Hi/loire Gcnerdk des Vojagttt tom. v, 
page 229. of the quarto edition. (Fr, Ed,^ 


enquire 
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enquire after the Ambaflador. My anfwer having 
been conveyed to him, he proceeded towards the 
palace. I then performed the cuftomary falute, 
by bowing my head three times to the ground. . 

We were in CKpeftation of returning to the 
hotel, when the Naa-fan-tayen came to requeft us 
to go with him to the palace. We followed 
him, and entered by the fouth gate. Immedi- 
ately behind it is a large fquare, fouth of which* 
Hands a nbble edifice of two ftories, and of vaft 
fize, with a flight of fteps leading up to it. The 
fagade of this building, extending eaft and weft, 
correfponds exaSly with the fouth gate. 

We were afterwards carried weft ward through 
a gate. Handing north and fouth, and having , 
three palfages. In the two lateral ones are eafy 
flights of fteps to facilitate the afeent and defeent. 
Having paffed this gate we found ourfelves again 
in the great court behind the weftern gate, of 
which 1 have already fpoken on the 12th of this 
month.. We were then condufted northwards 
between two great edifices, pafflng in our way 
over a bridge laid acrofs a ferpentine canal. 
This canal runs to the lbuth>eaft: under the 
buildings contiguous to the gates through which 
we had pafled, and afterwards (hews itfelf in the 

court 
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court we came to immediately after palling the 
fonth gate. 'Fhence it runs, Hill in a ferpentlnc . 
dire^on, to the weftern part of the palace. We 
came at laft to the fame little apartment where I 
was yefterday, and where we were left for half 
an hour, at the end of which time a Mandarin 
came to take us into the interior of the palace. 

We were conduced, in the firft place, as far 
as the north corner of the area or efplanade 
that feparates the fix courts of juftice from the 
abode of the Emperor, and there we were again 
led through a gate with 'three palTages and 
flights of Ifeps. Magnificent edifices are ere£ted 
over thefe gates, which confequently ferve a. 
■ufeful purpofe, befides that of opening a commu- 
nication from one place to another. 

When we came to this fpot I imihediately 
judged, by the confiderable number of eunuchs 
who were performing menial offices without, 
that we Were in the very place of refidence of 
the Emperor. We were then led through feveral 
very narrow palTages, running eaft and north, 
and penetrating more and more into the interior 
of the palace. In one of thefe ftreets, for the 
name is not unfuitable, we were fpoken to by the 
Emperor’s feventeenth fon, a young man of about 

thirty. 
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thirty, and of a pletifing countenance. He is one 
of the four princes who are ftill. alive *. 

After palling along feveral winding paths, 
kept very neat and paved with hewn Hones 
perfectly finooth, while buildings on both 
fides prefented nothing to the eye but dead 
walls, we came to an edifice in a little apart- 
ment of which was his Imperial Majefty. A 
play was performing upon a fmall but neat the- 
atre, oppolite the place where the Emperor was 
feated. 

After the Mongul and Corean envoys (the 
former being eight in number and the latter 
three) had performed the falute of honour to the 
Emperor, I was likewife prefented to the aged 
Monarch, and in ray turn went through the 
ceremony of proftration. He was fitting on a 
fopha with his legs crofled under him, according 
to the Chinefe cuftom. On his right hand was 
the Voo-tchong-tang, and on his left the Fok-Uo- 
tayen, who, upon their knees and proftrate, were 
fpeaking to the Emperor, as well as I could 

• This prince was, declared Emperor on the 8th of February 
];796> by his father the Emperor KiEv-LOje/G^ . who retired 
from the management pf public affairs. 

judges. 
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judge, about, me. The Prime Minifter then rofe, 
and ordered the Lingua to tell me, on the part 
of his Majefty, that he had attained his eighty- 
fifth year, and that I was the firft Dutchman that 
had ever had an opportunity of approaching fo 
near to his perfon. I addrefled ray thanks to 
his Majefty for this fignal fatour in the raoft re- 
fpe£tful manner, and repeated the falute of ho- 
nour, after which we rofe. 

We were then placed a little upon the left, as 
Were alfo the Envoys I have juft mentioned, and 
were all told to fit down upon the ground on 
carpets that had been fpread on purpofe, in two 
ranks one behind the other. As I was not ac- 
cuftomed to that mode of fitting, it was to me a 
real penance. 

At firft I took the Mongul Envoys for a body 
of Miflionaries, fo much did their features re- 
ferable thofe of Europeans. I was even endea- 
vouring to recognize my friend Grammont among 
them, when 1 was undeceived. Delicacies, paftry, 
fweetmeats, and fruit,, with which the Emperor 
treated the Envoys, were then fet before us upon 
little tables; and befides thefe he fent us from 
his own two fmall difties, one of which was an 
excellent yellow jelly. ' W? bowed our head to 

thank 
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thank him for this favour, which when granted 
in public is confidered as the higheft honour that 
any one can receive in China. 

After the Emperor had drunk a cup of juice 
or milk expreffed from a kind of bean, a cup 
of the fame beverage was brought us, poured 
out of his Mf^jcfty’s own pot. All this was 
given'us ,by:the two principal Minifters, and by 
other perfons of high rank, into whofe hands it 
was delivered by eunuchs. 

In the laft place the Monarch diftributed keep- 
fakes to the Envoys and other perfons of diftinc- 
tion prefent, who fcarcely amounted in all to 
twenty indi'viduals. Thefc keep-fakes princi- 
pally confifted of little bags for tobacco, and little 
glafd bottles to hold fnuff. 

My nephew and I received an equal portion. 
It confifted of four .little embroidered’ purles, a 
bottle of fnuff, two boxes of Lbng-ching two 
bowls of blue porcelain, and a little porcelain 
difh with fix China oranges. We made the fa- 
lute of honour fitting. 

While all this was palling, the comedy was 
going on without interruption, and fome Chinefe 
Yol.. I. Q were 
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were alfo performing feats bf aQivfty upon tHb 
tlieatre> Of one of thefe I cannot help fpeak- 
ing, on account of the extraordinary ftrength he 
poflefled in his feetj and becaufe of all the tum- 
blers I faw in China, he was the only one deferv- 
ing of mention. Even in Europe this man would! 
have attrafted the attention of the fpeftators. 


Lying down on his back, he held up his legs 
vertically in the air. Upon the lofe of his feet 
W'as nexr placed a ladder of fix long fieps, with 
a flat board at the bottom. A ehild of feven or' 
eight years of age then climbed up the fteps, 
and fitting upon the upper one, played a num- 
ber of monkey-tricks, while the man kept turn- 
ing the ladder firft one way and then another. 
The child afterwards defcended and afcended„ 
twifting his body in fuch a way between th? 
Heps, that the different parts of it were alter- 
nately on the two oppofite fides of the ladder. 
This diverfion lafted at leaff a quarter of am hour. 

When the exhibition of the ladder was over;, 
two men brought an enormous earthen' veffel,. 
which muft certainly have weighed more than a 
' hundred and twenty-five pounds,, and which, 
they laid fide-ways upon the feet of the ftrong 
man. Who turned it round and round, and over 

and 
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and over with aftoniHimg rapidity. The child 
was then put into the veflel at the moment the 
mouth of it was turned from the Emperor, to- 
wards whom it was immediately brought round 
again by the man. The boy then made ligns of 
refpeft, and climbing over the edge, got upon 
the top of the veflel, feated himfelf there, and 
alTumed a variety of attitudes, letting himfelf 
hatjg down over the edge, by which he held with 
his hands, and enlivening the performance by a 
thoufahd playful tricks. 


I do not know whether I have fucceeded. in 
giving the realder an idea of the boldnefs of thefe 
two feats of aftivity. As to myfelf, I do not 
remember ever to have feen any in Europe that 
aftonilhed me fo much. . 

After having been prefent at leaft three quar^ 
ters of an hour' his, Majefty retired. We were 
deiired to do the fame, and re-condu£led to 
the hotel, where we learnt that tljie Emperor had 
fent us another prefent, conliiling of fome .paltry, 
and a piece of frelh pork. 

' This audience catUe upon us very unejcpeQed- 
ly, and appears to have been of a very private 
nature, fince it took place, in the Emperor’s 

Q 2 apartments. 
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apartments, and fince fo very fmall a number of 
perlbns was admitted. The utmoft order pre- 
vailed, becaufe there were no domeftics of the 
inferior clafs j and it muft be confelTed that every 
thing that was ferved up was cooked very well, 
and in a very cleanly manner. 

I have great reafon to be pleafed with the cir- 
eumllancesof this event, linceit gave me an op- 
portunity of feeing the internal parts of the ‘pa- 
lace, which perhaps were never before expofed 
to the, eyes of a foreigner! This will be the mo- 
tive of a little prolixity in the defcriptiou I am 
about to give of the place wherein we -were re- 
ceived. 

The place in which his Majefty was fitting 
is rather a hall or landing place between two 
rooms than a room itfelf. The whole fpace is 
lefs than ten feetfquareby eight feet high. There 
were larger rooms on each fide; and, in one of 
thofe to the right of the Emperor, I perceived 
through feveral fmall windows a great number 
of ladies who were looking at us with much cu- 
riofity i while an apartment to the left contained 
a number of European bells, and feveral magnF* 
^cent pieces of furniture. 
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The theatre is about fifteen feet fquare, and is 
fo near the oth6r room that there is not five feet 
diftance between it and the ftair-cafe. The in- 
termediate fpace in which we were fitting was 
hardly fufficient to contain us thirteen Envoys 
and our little tables. The great Mandarins were 
on the fame fide, but clofe to the theatre, crowd- 
ed one upon another, and only coming forward 
when any thing was to be handed to the guells. 

I had the diftinguithed honour of being waited 
upon by the Prime Minifter of the Chinefe Em?, 
pire, who is alfo not unfrequently called the 
Second Emperor. 

Behind us was another building open in the 
centre, with two apartments on its fidcs, in 
which I perceived doors, leading no doub( to 
other apartments and other edifices. 

By thefe details, and by thofe I gave when 
fpeaking of the apartments of the Prime Mini- 
fter, it is ealy to judge of the fmallnefs of Chinefe * 
rooms; for they never make ufe of large halls . 
but on occafion of fcftivals or public aflem- 
blies. It is generally the firft ftory of great 
edifices that contains a hall or two that might bet- 
ter be called galleries. I am told that there are 
a hundred of thefe halls as well in the Imperial 

Q 3 palace. 
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palace, as at the Emperor’s country houfe at 
Yuen-tning-yuettf intended for public entertain- 
ments. 

This aftemooii his Majefty fent us four barrels 
of paddocks, pomegranates, and apples. This 
gavo me an opportunity of once more performing 
the falute of honour. 

The Ambaffador, who is almoft recovered, 
intends to go to court with me to-morrow to 
^breakfafi with the Emperor. 

Towards evening the Lingua came to tell us 
that one of the Mandarins had commillioned 
him to inform us that his Majefty had the in- 
tention of fending us to his country houfe at 
Yuen-ming-yuen, lituated at twenty five H from 
P'e-king (two leagues and a half) j and of per- 
mitting us to araufe ourfelves there for eight days. 
He requefted us in confequence to make out 
againft to-morrow a lift of the perfons we fliould 
wilh to take with us, in order that every thing 
necelTary might be provided; recommending to 
us at the fame time to let our baggage be as 
little bulky as poflible. I communicated the 
meffage to the Ambaflador, who exprefled much 

fatisfaftion 
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^atisfa£tion at it, and, told me how he wiQied 
this party of pleafure’ to be arranged. 

To avoid much embarraffment we Ihall leave 
at Pe-king all the Arabaflador's guard, and th? 
g[reater part of the fervants. 1 have made out a 
lift of thofe who are to go, and have fettled with 
the Maitre d'Hvtel what we fliall take with us, 
4b ^hat every thing may be ready, 

. aoth. At fix o’clock this morning his, Excel- 
lency and I repaired to the palace. On our ar- 
irival there we were firft taken to a fliabby little 
apartment; but afterwards to a more decent one, 
(ten or .twelve feet fquare, and the beft of thofe 
of the fame kind in which we had hitherto been 
received. At feven o’clock we were conducted 
towards the Imperial buildings by a gate like all 
thofe I have'already dcfcribed, ftanding between 
the two through which I palled yefterday, and 
upon the fame line. It differs from them in no 
refpeft whatever. . Within this gate we found a 
very fpacious court, paved with hewn ftone,s, 
and furrounded with buildings, the n\oft confider- 
able of which are fituated to the fouth, and upon 
a riling ground, up the middle of which we ad- 
vanced by a flight of forty-five fteps. 
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The fucccffion of thefe forty-five fteps is inter- 
rupted firft by a terrace ten feet widej then 
comes another portipn .of the ftair cafe, and then 
another terrace of the fame diI^nenfions as the for- 
mer. Thefe two landing places or terraces form 
galleries by means of a ftone baluftrade running 
along the whole front, the pilafters of which ftand 
at about twelve feet diftance from one another, 
and fupport figures of lions and other animals. 
The two intervals or terraces thus fituatcd one 
above the other, and ornamented with a baluf- 
trade, make a very pi£i:urefque appearance, 

I 

Having afcended the fteps we came to another 
level fpot entirely paved with hewn ftones, and 
having to the fouth another ftair cafe with ter- 
races exa£lly refembling thofe I have defcribed. 
Upon the level ground are three edifices, two of 
which limilar to each other, and ftanding caft 
and weft, are in the form of a long fquare, 
while the third in the middle is a fquare pavilion, 
the pointed roof of which ends in a golden ball. 

This pavilion is confequently in a line with the 
two flights of fteps between which it ftands, and 
according to the Chinefe tafte has an external 
gallery fuppofted on each fide by fix pillars. As 

all 
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all <he doors were clofed, it was impoffible for 
me to form any judgment of the interior. 

Looking thence I faw to the fouth, and at the 
bottom of the hill a garden full of trees ani 
flowers, contiguous to the back part of the edifice, 
which I mentioned yefterday as Handing north of 
the fouth gate. From the elevated fpot on which 
w’e were Handing, our view palTmg over that 
edifice as well as over almoll all the others, ex- 
tended to fo great a diftancc that the mountains, 
fltuated to the north of Pe king, were plainly dif- 
cernible. 

The two great buildings, Handing between the 
two Haircafes, have on the ground floor large 
open faloons, in the front of which are galleries, 
with three different flights of Hone Heps leading 
up to them. The extremities of the projeftiona 
that cover the galleries are fupported by ten largo 
pillars. In other refpects thefe buildings are 
conHru&ed, ornamented, gilt, and varnilhed like 
all thofc I have as yet had occafion to deferibe. 
The eaHern hall, called Paii~au tietit was pre- 
pared for the audience and breakfaH of thU 
morning. 


In 
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In the middle of the ha'l is the Imperial 
throne, upon a plat-fjrni fix feet high. The ap- 
proach to it is by three, flights of flep/ ; one in 
the m ddle, and the two others on the fides. 
The plat-form is covered with a carpet, and fur- 
rounded with a baluflrade, which is ornamented 
with carved work, as well as the Emperor’s arm- 
chair, and the rails that accompany each flight of 
fleps. Behind the throne hung a yellow tapeftry, 
and or. the fides of the plat-form were feveral vafes 
filled with natural flowers, to the fweet emanations 
of which two other vafes of metal added the perfume 
of bui ning fandal wood and other Afiatic fubilances. 

The two e^ftremities of the gallery without the 
hai; are paved entirely with ftones of a finely 
poliftied furface. There were ranged the bulky 
inftruments of mufic, fuch as that confining of 
fixteen little bells, that compofed of fixteen 
pieces of metal, the great drum, and feveral 
other inftruments of a fimilar kind. They were 
all richly ^ilt, as well as the pedeftals on which 
they ftood. 

The outer court, in which moft of the guells 
were obliged to breakfaft in the open air, was 
covered with thick carpets, on which were laid 
■^e culhions that each gpefi: had taken care to 

make 
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make his fervant brin^, in order that he might 
fit down more conveniently on the ground front- 
ing the pavilion. 

Oppofite the throne was pitched a great tent 
of yellow cloth, in which the lide-board was afr 
ranged. Then in the court before the pavilion 
were placed four rows of little and low tables, 
covered with coarfe linen, and fo difpofed that 
there was one between every two perfons, cxr 
cept oppofite his Excellency and me, where a 
feparate table was placed for each of us. 

\ 

Tliis court Was furrounded by perfons of all 
ranks and all clafies, not excepting ftage-players 
and fervants. The latter had the impudence to 
come and Hand before the great Mandarins, in 
order to get a better view of us. There was in- 
deed no lefs diforder than on the firft day, when 
we were waiting for the Emperor near the well 
gate, previoufly to the exercife of the IkaterSi I 
confequently found a prodigious difference be- 
tween this entertainment and that of yefterday, 
and was not a little furprifed at it. We were de- 
lired to fit down upon culhions, which we did in 
imitation of the other guefts. Hie reader mull 
forgive me for repeating that this pofture was to 
me a real punifliment. All that we faw, every 

thing 
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thing that we experienced was novel to us, and 
, was marked with a charafler of fingularity well 
calculated to attra£t, and rivet our attention. ■ 

It was paft eight o’clock when his Majefty 
came •with an efcort of muficians, and took his 
feat upon the throne. Every body then rofe, and, 
falling directly upon their knees, performed the 
.falyte of honour. The mufic continued while a 
table was ferved for the Emperor, who ate of 
feveral of the diflies fet upon it. ’Phis Was a fignal 
for the guefts, all vvhofe tables were then unco- 
vered; they approached and fell to tvith great 
avidity. 

I obferved that the arrangement of all the 
tables was the fame, and that there were exactly 
fifty diflies upon each. This muft appear very 
furprifing, perhaps even incredible to my readers, 
after what I have faid of the fmallnefs of thefe 
tables. But I have to add that the viands, ferved 
up in very dirty copper bafons, confifted firft of 
three rows of four diflies each, and that over this 
firft layer or Jlratum were three others, amount- 
ing alfo to twelve diflies each. Laftly, to make 
the four dozen fifty, there were at the top of all 
two great copper bafons, in which boiled legs of 
mutton were contained, and of which the fight 

aloutf 
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alone was enough to difguft a man with mutton 
for the reft of his days. The other diflies con- ' 
lifted of farinaceous aliments, dreffed in different 
manners, or merely boiled in the way of a hafty 
pudding. There were {ilfo cakes much refem- 
bling the unleavened bread eaten by the Jews at 
their feltival of the Pafchal Lamb. Laftly there 
^were fweatmeats and fruit. I took a little of the 
latter, feeling no temptation to' tafte the reft, 
which I kept ftill comparing with what I had 
eaten yefterday. This is a fort of Imperial repaft 
which I imagine will appear new. 

After a fhort time had elapfed, a cup of beve- 
rage was carried to the Monarch, and when he 
had drank, others were handed round to all the 
guefts. Each of them on taking the cup per- 
formed the falute of honour fitting, by making jn 
fmgle inclination of the head. 

I found this beverage very agreeable} it is a 
,wine which the Chincfc make themfelves of 
grapes, and which has a great refemblance to 
that of Madeira, or the Cape of Good Hope. 

Shortly after the Emperor ordered the three Co- 
rean, and the two Dutch Ambafladors to be call- 
ed, in order. that they might approach the throne, 
a We 
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We were conduced in fuccelfion up the fteps oil 
one of the fides, and performed the ceremony 
of adoration near the arm-chair. His Majefty 
then addrefTed himfelf to each of us, and pre- 
fented us a glafs of wine with his own hand. 
This gave occafion to a repetition of the falute 
of honour; and after the third proft;ration each 
of us rofe and retired. 

When my turn came to make the falute on 
account of the glafs of wine, 1 proftrated myfclf 
with my head covered as his Excellency had 
done, but my hat, not fitting me well, fell off. 
The fecohd Miniller who was clofe to me picked 
it up, and put it oh again. His Majefty laughed 
at the accident, and atked-me if I did not un- 
devftand Chinefe. Poton, anfwered I, which in 
Chinefe fignifies I do not underftand. At this 
lus Majefty laughed Hill more heartily, and 
while I drank my cup of wine looked at me, and 
feemed to think it whimfical that I (hould make 
ufe of his language fo apropos to tell him that I 
did not underftand it. I afterwards finilhed my 
falute of honour; and when I rofe to retire, the 
Epiperor, having his eyes ftill turned towards me, 
kept looking at me with a countenance exprclfive 
of the greateft kindnels. Thus did I receive a 
mark of the higheft predile£tion, and fuch as it 
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is eve A fald no Envoy ever obtained before. 1 
confefs that the remembrance of what I had fuf- 
fered fince the morning by remaining fo long irt 
the cold, was very much foftened by this gra- 
cious reception. 

At this moment fome mlferable theatrical 
pieces began, with which tumblers, dancers, 
and mulicians mingled their performances, 
wretched alike to the eyes and ears of a Euro- 
pean. Moorifli, Cochi nfechine, and Thibetian 
mulic, executed by three orcheftras, the mufi- 
cians of which wore dreffes analogous to each 
ipecies of mufic, did not afford us an arnufement 
more fuitable to our tafte j and when his Ma» 
jetty by retiring left us at liberty to return to our 
hotel, we felt a very high degree of fatisfa£lioiu 

The Mandarin, who had been our firtt con- 
dufilor, informed us that it would be neceffary to 
go to court again to-morrow, in order to congra- 
tulate his Majefty on the renewal of the Cbinefe 
year. 

Early in the afternoon fix little tables with 
viands, fimilar to thofe of the moriyng, were fent 
as in the name of the Etnperor. We performed 
the falute of honour, as a mark of our gratitude y 
I but 
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but if I muft tell the truth, the only ufe we could 
make of them was to give them as a treat to pur 
jChinefe domeftics. 

f 

Having had fo near a view of the Emperor of 
China this morning, it fcems natural that I Ihould 
fay fomething of his perfon and drefs. 

His external appearance exhibits all the marksf 
of old age, particularly his eyes. They are wa-. 
tery, and fo weak, that it is with difficulty he 
r^ifes his eye lids which, hang down in folds, 
efpecially that of the left eye. He is in confe- 
quence obliged, whenever he wiflies to look at 
any thing that is' not very clofe to him, to'raife 
his head, and even to throw it a little back'. His 
cheeks are flirivelled and pendant. His beard, 
which is fliort, is very grey. Thefe are the only 
particulars I can give of this Monarch’s perfon, 
never having been very near to him but when h* 
was fitting. 

Jt is true, that on the 12th of this month, I faw 
his Majefty take a few fteps, on getting out of 
the fled, to return to his palanquin j but as the 
two Minifters fupported hini under the arms, 
probably becaufe the ground was flippery, it was 
. impoffible 
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impoilible for me to form an exad^ idea of his 
ftature. 

His drefs confifts of clothes lined with fur, 
which appeared to me to be that of the fea- 
otter; and found his cap, which is fometimes 
ornamented with a large pearl, was a border of 
the fame kind. In this feafon, as well as in all 
others, the Emperor’s drefs is very plain, although 
he is ferved and honoured like a god. He does 
not, indeed, enjoy the tenth part of the ph 
and amufements which are at the command of 
the mcaneft Prince in Europe. His recreations 
eon fill of tricks and buffooneries, with which it 
would be difficult to divert the common, people 
of a European country at a fair ; and fuch were 
the reprefentations of this morning. ' Buf as he 
is unacquainted with more refined eojovmente, 
and unable to form an idca of them, he cannot be 
faid to fuffier any privation. It is not then fur- 
prifing that the diverlions of children fhould be an. 
amufement -to the Em’peror in his old age. 

In comparifon with Europe, it may be faid, 
that here the fplendor of Majefty is immediately 
conne£led with marks of the moft degrading 
ighorance. The Prince is. elevated to the Ikies, 
while the man remains enveloped in the dark- 
VoL. I.' R nefs 
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nefs of the firft ages of the world. It is hn- 
poflible to conceive this aftonifliing contrail 
^without feeing it ; nor can he, who has been an 
eye-witnefs of it, always explain it, nor even. 
depi6l its moll ftriking features. 

Every thing in China Ihews the complete 
ignorance of its inhabitants in regard to Europe; 
and they hear it fpoken of with equal indifference* 
Emperor, as well as all thofc vVhom the public 
opinion places immediately next to him, think 
that they hold the firft rank among all the created 
beings of this immenfe univerfc, and that they 
are at the head of ’the firft nation to be found 
throughout the vaft extent of fpace. A kind of 
miracle muft be operated, before the idea of fend- 
ing a Chinefe as an envoy to other nations can 
enter into a Chinefe head. Hence it is eafy to 
conceive the profound ignorance of the Emperor 
of China, and of the people he governs, as to 
every thing that .concerns the reft of mankind. 

It would be natural to fuppofe that the Mife 
fionaries muft have diminilhed this ignorance, by 
giving them accounts of the different countries in 
which they were bom. But a Chinefe, and par- 
ticularly a. Chinefe grandee; never feels the lead 
defire of information on that head. How, indeed. 
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is it poffible to wiih to learn any thing, when we 
are convinced that our knowledge is ^ready 
fuperior to that of the reft of the world? Befides, 
the Millionaries enjoy fo little confideration among 
the Chinefe, and infpire them with fo little coq> 
fidence, that they would countera£l their own 
d^eligns to no purpofe^ if they endeavoured to fet 
the Europeans in any way above the natives. 
They find themfelves, on the contrary, reduced 
to the neceffity of extolling their prefent pro- 
te€lors above every thing: their adulation, in* 
deed, even if lilent, would pafs for an acknow- 
ledgment of the fuperiority of the Chinefe. 

It may, perhaps, be fuppofed, that the light of 
the mafter-pieces of art,^ which the Chinefe re< 
ceive annually from Europe, will open their 
eyes, and Convince them that induftry is there 
carried farther than among themfelves, and that 
our genius furpafles theirs: but their vanity 
finds a remedy for this. All thefe wonders are 
included in the clafs of fuperfluities ; and by 
placing them beneath their wants, they place 
them at the fame time beneath their regard. If, 
for a. moment, they fall into an involuntary fit of 
aftonilhment, they come out of it firmly refolved 
to do nothing to imitate that by .which it was 
produced. 

Ra 


The 
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Tfie Chinefe having been long in the habit 
^onfihihg themfelves to ivhat is neceffary, and 
6f liivoiding> accoirding to” the couhfel of their 
shteftoi's, every tliiitig which comes in the fhape 
of a novelty, it ii not furpriling that they ihould 
not wilh to ac^ire the knowledge poffeffed by 
foreigners. And, indeed, 1 muft confefs, as f^ 
as the b^pofition of manners allows me to judges 
that the Chinefe live very happily in their way. 
Aiiid if that be the cafe, what have they more to 
defire ? Why ihould they wiih to difcover things, 
which when difcprered, they would, perhaps, be 
unable' to obtain; and of which the privation 
would make them acquainted with misfortune f 
I will even venture here' to afic a quefiion, which 
leems diflated fo*'me by my fubjeft: are the 
people of the SoUthSeaiflands become more happy 
or more wretched, in cbnfeqUertde of thdr inter- 
courfe with Europeans for tHe- laff thirty or forty 
years ? Alas ! dt ' is but, tbo true, that we have 
given them a knowledge and defire of things 
which their country canriot piToduce. 

N6 doubt,' the fame caufe would produce the 
fame efieft in China. That nation lives in a 
manner fo fimple and retired, that it can do 
without thdfe ^£iitious wants, which we fiiould 
be miferable if we could not fatisfy. They never 
3 
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liave any opportunities of aflembling at balls, and 
parties of pleafurej nor does any repail; bring 
together large private companies; all circum- 
ftances of that nature belonging^ to public fef- 
tivals, to which men alone are admitted. The 
women are only acquainted with fuch things, by 
ftealing a fecret glance, while the flcreen which 
gratifies their curiofity, hides them from that of 
the men. But in the ordinary courfe of life, 
every one exifts in die bofom of his own family : 
the wails of his houfe are the boundary of his 
amufements, and that of female liberty. 

How, indeed, in a nation which condemns a 
whole fex to. feclufion, can the individuals do 
othcrwife than live in an infulated way? How 
can an agreeable fociety be formed ? How can 
gaiety and pleafure be .brought into places which 
are not adorned by the prefence of the fair, and 
where their looks do not animate the fex whole 
exiftence they were deftined to' charm ? Yes, I 
muft pay them the tribute of this truth, thabthey 
are the foul of all focial enjoyments, and that 
every thing languiflies without the fphere of 
their delightful influence. How pure is this 
homage, and how much force does the truth by 
which it is diflated acquire, when a man has 

R 3 been 
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been feyeral months in China deprived of tho 
happinefs they difitjfe over life! 

I will venture to fay, that by means of their 
continual intercourfe with Europeans, the Chinefe 
of Canton are in general more civilized than the 
reft of the nation to whom that advantage is de- 
nied; and this efteff is circumfcribed even in 
Canton, where there are more perfons well in- 
formed, induftrious, and polite, than in all the 
reft of the Empire. 

At Pe-kittg, on the contrary, the rudenefs of the 
Tartars is ftill perceptible, although it would be 
natural to^expe£l to meet with more urbanity 
there than in any other place in China. Perhaps, 
after' all that has been publithed in Europe con- 
cerning thatimmenfe country, my judgment may 
appear partial ; but 1 am determined to exhibit 
nothing in falfe colours, though I am not fure 
that the opinion of my fellow-travellers will not 
accuferae of fometimes ufing too delicate a pencil. 

This evening I 'was vifited by feveral Man- 
darins, who all affured me that my anfwer, and 
niy demeanour, had much pleafed the Emperor ; 
that hq had f^pken of them to the Grandees of 
the Court ; and that fg much was faid about it, 

that 
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that Poten is become the cant-word of the day. 
Every one congratulates me upon my (landing fo 
high in the good graces of the Emperor. Al- 
though this excefllve honour can be of ho fervice, 
to me, I am far from being infcniihle to fuch 
public tellimonies of the Emperor of China’s 
good will towards me. 

The Ambaflador had requefted the Man- 
darins, our condu6lors, to offer, before the new 
year, to the three principal Minifters the prefents 
which are intended for them, ar.d which ! had 
been putting in order this afternoon, in order 
that they might be taken away. But the Man-, 
darins having been to enquire when this pre- 
fentation could take place, it appears that it is 
thought proper to defer it, fince they came to 
tell me that we mull wait till a few days after 
that epoch. I have confequently packed them 
all up again. 

At half pall two this morning we were ready 
to fet off for court again. An hour afterwards, 
our condu&or came to tell us 'that it would be 
wifer for us to wait at home, where it was warm, 
while he fhould go to the palace to enquire if the 
firft day of the Chinefe year reqhired our at- 
tendance. His Excellency was not at all pleafed 

R 4 with 
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with this uncertainty, becaufe he found it highly 
difagreeable (o get out of a Warm bed at fo early 
an hour, and in fuch dreadful cold weather, and 
becaufe his health rendered him more fenlible to 
fuch difappointments. It is, however, poflGble 
that the Mandarins may not be to blame, fince 
his Majefty fometimes does not intimate his wilh 
to the laft moment, as we have already had 6c- 
cafion to perceive. However this may be, we 
are going to celebrate the new year of the Chinefe 
empire, by taking a little more reft. 

Every thing was quiet in the capital the day of 
this anniverfary j for the report of a few crackers 
between midnight and the break of day are not 
deferving of mention ; while at Canton fireworks 
are exhibited for a fortnight almoft without in- , 
termillion. Perhaps this kind of filence is the 
effefl; of the imprclfion made by the folar eclipfe 
that*happens to-day, that event being a fubject of 
fadnefs and mourning to the whole Chinefe 
nation, and particularly to the Emperor. He 
retires into the interior of his palace, from which 
every one is excluded, and there bufies himfelf 
in fuperftitious practices, in favour of the fun or 
moon, in order that the light- of the luminary 
eclipfed may be reftored. 

zzd. This 
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E 2 d. This day has alfo been.very quiet:' five 
are now elapfed fince I wrote to my friend Gram- 
mont, whence it is natural to fuppofe that our 
door is narrowly watched. Not one of opr 
Chinefe, even of thofe who ferve us as inter* 
preters, are permitted to go out. 

It is thought that we fliall not be allowed to 
fee any Miflionary till we have had our audience 
of leave of the Emperor, becaufe then we fliall no 
longer be able to make any reprefentation or re- 
monftrances, fuppofing it to be our intention to 
do fo. 

Having this day made a prefeiit to one of the 
Mandarins, our condu£tors, for* which he ex- 
prclTed his regret at having nothing to offer me, 
1 talked to him on the above fubjeft, and begged 
him to enquire if it would not be poflible for us 
to fee the Miffionaries, which would be both to 
them and ns a real fatisf^ftion. I affured him 
that our converfation would be merely an inter- 
courfe of friendfliip, and the more fo, as I had 
been acquainted with three of them at Canton. 
1 obferved to him befides, that if we ftiould think 
any reprefentations or complaints, neceflary, we 
fliould addrefs them direftly to the Foo-tchong-tdngy 
and not to perfons whom wc well knew to have 
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no iAtereft, and ftill Jefs power, to fupport us in 
our proceedings. He underftood my arguments 
perfeftJy, and promifed me the information I de- 
fired.- 

23d. The new year has procured me the ho- 
nour of a vilit from feveral Mandarins, which is 
the only remarkable thing I have perceived. 

Our firft conductor from Canton having fent 
for the articles of which his bedding was com- 
pofed, and which had remained at our hotel, the 
Chinefe guards fcrupulouHy examined each 
parcel as foon as it was without fide the doors — • 
a proof that a perfect confidence is not placed in 
us, and that we are, onr the contrary, narrowly 
watched. How then can we hope to hear from 
the Miflionaries ? And how ftrange is fuch con- 
du£l on the part of a nation in regard to an Am- 
baflador, to whom they aife£l to give public 
marks of confideration and efteem. 

We this morning received all the reft of our 
baggage, but in a moft deplorable. ftate. Not a 
fingle article has efcaped undamaged. Every 
thing that was fragile is reduced to fragments. 
The veffels containing provifion, the cafes filled 
with liquor, are broken. In a word, it is a fpec- 

tacle 
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tacleof deIhruQion very painful to us j but which 
it behoves us to contemplate without munHuring, 
iince it is not in our power to remedy it. 

About noon, the interpreter came to aflr me 
how many perfons were to go to Yuen-ming-yueu. 
1 gave him a lilt to deliver to the Mandarins. 
This little excurfion will certainly be an agree- 
able recreation to us, fince fo much has been fmd 
in praife of that magnificent fummer palace, part 
of which was ornamented in the European man- 
ner, about forty years ago, after the defigns, and 
under the dirc£tion of Father Benoit, a French 
Miffionaryi 

25th. The tjvo pieces of mechanifm have been 
carried to a houfe in the neighbourhood of our 
hotel, in order to their being repaired. A frefb 
attempt was made to give our mechanift three 
Chinefe watchmakers as adiftants, but he re- 
je£ted them again, becaufe it was impoiTible for 
them and him to underftand one another/ and 
perfifted in afking for the two Miflionaries, as a 
mean of fpeedily terminating the bufinefs. Great 
obflacles were darted in oppofition to his requed, 
and the permidion of the Emperor was -deemed 
previoufly necedary. As his Majedy is much oc- 
cupied at this moment, I propofed my waiting 

upon 
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lipon tlie Naa-fan-fayen, to whom I could give an 
account of what was paffing, with explanations' 
fo well fitted to tranquillize him in regard to our 
communicating with the Miffionaries, that I 
made no doubt of removing all fear. As I was 
obftinate in my refolution, 1 was told in anfwer 
that- my dcfign would be intimated to that 
officer ; but 1 plainly faw that it was con- 
fidered as a thing exceedingly unpleafant for the 
Mandarin who had been charged with the con- 
veyance of the pieces of mechanifm from Canton. 
Thofe, however, who had been our two firft con- 
duftors, and who were prefent at this difcuilion, 
were themfelvesof opinion that it would be highly 
proper that 1 fhould fpeak to the Naa-fan-tayen. 

The firft conduftor recommended me to profit 
by this opportunity in order to prevail upon the 
Vaa-fan-tayen to requeft of the Prime Minifter, in 
the Ambaflador’s name, that we might return by 
water rather than over land,- and thus be fpared 
the fatigue incident to fb tedious a route. 

The f^me Mandarin told me alfo, that it was 
already fome time fince the Emperor had dif- 
patohcd orders to Canton to exempt the fhip that 
brought his Excellency to China from the ton- 
nage, cuftom houfe, and failing duties; a piece 
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of information very agreeable to me, as by means 
of ’ this indulgence the Embaffy would coft the 
Diitch Company very little j and I confidered it 
as fo much the more fortunate, becaufe being 
bound by the oath exadted from us at Canton 
by the Mandarins, to confine our Embafly to 
mere congratulations, it was out of our power to 
folicit any thing at Pe-kingi thanks to that official' 
intrigue. And who knows whether means would 
not have been invented to fruftrate our intended 
journey to court, if, inftead of fubferibing to 
fuch a declaration, W'e had refufed to comply 
with their demand ? 

Our fecond condudtor, it is true, had men- 
tioned to me the eircumftance Of the exemption 
of duties a few days ago ; but I did not give ch- 
tire credit to him, although I thought it natural 
that the fam'd favour fiiould be iheWn to our fliip 
as to the Englifh Company’s veffel the Hindoftan, 
which wa'S exempted from all duties laft year in 
confequehce of its having brought Lord Macart- 
ney’s fuile and the prefents intended for the 
Emperor. My prefumption indeed was not un^ 
reafonable, fince we were told, over and over 
again, that we were held in much higher efteem 
than the Englifh Eraibafly. It is alfo juft that the 
Chinefe Monarch fhoiild give feme proofs of 

mag- 
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roagnanimity, when he teceiveS teftimomes of 
the high coniideration he infpires, and of Euro- 
pean generofity. And this facrUiGe ought to coft 
him the lefs, when the, homage paid him from 
the extremities of the globe is witnelTed by the 
envoys of neighbouring nations, who can teftify 
that the renown of the Chinefe Empire extends 
to the moft dii^ant, people upon earth. 

. The Dutch Embaflfy will coft the Imperial 
tretifury at lead eighty thoufand taels (Hx hun- 
dred thoufand livres, or twenty-five thoufand 
pounds), all the expences of our journey from 
Canton to Peeking and back again, befides thofe 
of carriage, being defrayed by the government. 
But is that paying too dear for this tribute of 
Tefpe£lful affe£tion. 

36tb. About the hour of noon, the Naa-fatt- 
came to our hotel and paid a vifit to the 
Ambaflador, who converfed with him on a va- 
riety of fubje^ts. His Excellency begged him to 
thank the Prime Minifter for the favour which he 
had inclined the Emperor to grant, of exempting 
(iom all duties the (hip that brought him to 
China, and to aik, as a new. mark of kindnefs, 
that we migh^t return by water, in order to avoid 
the great fatigue we had experienced in our way 

to 
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to Pt-king. The Mandarin promifed to execute 
^th thefe commiflions. 

T>e AmbaiTador added, that our mechanift 
would put to rights the interefting pieces of me- 
chanifin we had brought with us ; but that he 
{till required the alTiitance of one or two Mif- 
fionaries, it not being poffible for him to avail 
himfelf of the fervices of the Chinefe, whofe 
language he does not upderftand. The Naa-fatt- 
tayen piade anfwer, that the Miffionaries were 
employed at that moment j but that they (hould 
come and alfift M. Petit Pierre in a few days, 

,The AmbaiTador, fhewing this Mandarin a 
fuperb filver temple, entreated him to offer it, in 
his name, to the Voo-tchong-tang., as a teftimony 
of his efteem. He confented to make the offer, 
but added that the Prime Minifter would refufe 
the temple, as well as every other prefent, be- 
caufe it would ill become him to accept any 
thing from perfons who had. undertaken lb long 
and fatiguing a journey in order to pay ^thek 
refpe£ls to the Emperor. Neither would any 
other Mandarin confent to receive prefents 
without ap exprefs permidion from his Majeily. 



VOYAGt OF THE DUTCH 


:®5^ 

This converfation being fibiflidd, the Man* 
darin, after taking leave of bis Excellency, c^nic 
into my apartment to look at fomething or othery 
and I afterwards, attended him as far as the*ftreet 
door. 

* 

Shortly after came one of our court conduc- 
tors to acquaint the AmbalTador and me that we 
are to repair to the palace to-morrow morning 
at three o’clock, in order tp be prefent when 
his Majefty fets off for the temple to offer his 
annual tribute to the Almighty, in quality of 
Sovereign Sacrificer of the M'hole Empire. As 
his Majefty is to pafs four and twenty hours at 
the temple, he added that if would be ncceffary 
to be alfo at the palace the day after to-morrow, 
when he is to return. 

I alfo learned from him that we, as well as all 
the perfons who are to accompany us, are to 
hold owfelves in readiriefs to fet off for Yuen- 
about the 1 8th of the moon (the 30th 
,qf this month), his'Majefty wiftiing to give us a 
reception peculiarly gracious, and to Ihew uS 
every thing curious that the place contains. 

I communicated all thefe things to the Am- 
baflador; 

27th. Although 
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27 th. Although we were prepared at the hour 
appointed yefterday, it Was nevsrthelefs half paft 
live when we fet off for the palace. We were .con- 
du£ted to the fouth fquare where I Was on the 
19th of this month j and Were delired to walk 
into one of the apartments lituated under the 
lateral galleries, where we remained till feven 
o’clock* when We were taken back to the 
fquare. 

’f. 

The day-light at the time laft-mehtionfed af- 
fording me a good view of it, I obferved that the 
building oppolite the fouth gate of the palace 
is neither more nor lefs than the great gate of 
the fouth external wall* which, according to the 
lignification of its name Uummoen, has five pal* 
fages. The middle one is the loftieft and wideft. 
The lateral ones next to it, although fmaller than 
this, are however much larger than 1;he two at 
the lides. The building that 1 took before for the 
gate of the temple of the Emperor’s anceilor’s, 
is nothing but a gate leading to a fquare or e£> 
planade to the eaftward, in which that, temple is 
fituated. I could now perceive the roof of it 
overlooking the edifices that Hand on the weft * 
fide, as Well as the trees by which it is fur- 
roundedt 

$ 1 alf« 


V®.t. I. 
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1 alfo pierceived that this edftern gate is exa^iljf 
in front of that to the weft by which we entered,' 
and that they were fimilar and fymmetrical 
buildings. 

On the fquare fouth of the palace ftand two 
bafes or pedeftals of marble fupporting four fliort 
columns. On the capital of the eaftern one is a 
machine which fhews the age of the moon, while 
upon that to the weft is a circular dial with two 
faces. It is inclined, and fo contrived, that at 
fun-rife the hours are marked by the proje£lion of 
the gnomon upon the under lide j but when the 
fun has gained a greater elevation, the time of 
the day is indicated upon the upper furface. 

• This fquare or court yard, which is very long, 
is entirely paved j but with this peculiarity, that 
ill the crofs formed by the two lines which lead 
to the four. gates looking to the four cardinal 
points of the compafs, the pavement, cpmpofed 
of Ihrge hewn ftones, is raifed five inches above 
the reft of the fquare*, upon a width of twenty- 
five feet. 

At half paft feven the Emperor arrived in his 
habit of Sovereign Sacrificer. He was feated in 
% Very large and very lofty chair, made in the 
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4)iape of a temple, and carried by two and 
thirty Coulh. This chair was followed by 
nis ufual palanquin. We performed no other 
ceremony than that of kneeling down at 
the moment that his Imperial Majefty was 
pafling by. 

Tlie Monarch was preceded by a long train gf 
fervants on horfeback> each of whom carried 
fomething of ufe to him, either for his perfon or 
the. ceremony he was about to perform. In the 
firft place was a yellow folding chair, and a low _ 
table of the fame kind, both richly gilt ; then 
two great vafes of wrought gold j two boxes 
full of betel-, four great diflies or deep bafons, 
and two more boxes containing perfumes, the 
whole alfo of gold. Each of the bearers of thefe 
various things had a (trap which pafTed round 
his neck, and which ferved him to hold them by. 

In this ceremony the Emperor has fome re- 
femblance to the High Prieft of the Jews, who 
entered once a year, drefled with. the greateft 
magnificence, into the Holy of Holies, there to 
offer an expiatory facrifice in the name of the 
whole Hebrew nation. 
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The prOceflion took the road of the external 
Ibuth gate, but before his Majefty had reached if, 
we were taken away arid re-condufted to our 
lodgings. 

After pafling through the weftern gate, on the 
outfide of which is a large paved court, I re- 
marked exa£lly in front of it a place walled 
round, with a gate of three paffages, clofed by 
folding doors painted red, and ftuck full of large 
brafs nails. In this inclofure is a building, 
which I prefurae to be dedicated to the philo- 
fopher Kong-fou-tfu (Confucius), becaufe I pre- 
ceived above the wall feveral roofs of temples 
furrOunded with trees. 

North of this inclofed fpace is a very wide 
canal, running eaft and weft, and another ftill 
'wider under the weftern walls of the palace, be- 
ginning at the weft gate and running northward 
for at leaft a mile. . 

It was about eight o’clock when we returned 
to our hotel. About half an hour afterwards a 
prefent was brought us from the Emperor for 
our breakfaft, confining of a difti of cold boiled 
meat, and a plate of balls of meal, boiled 
.allb.. This prefent will appear ftill more incre- 
dible 
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dible if 1 ent^r into farther details. The meat 
confilled of a bit of the ribs, upon which there 
was hardly the thicknefs of half an inch of lean 
flefli ; a fmall bone of the fhoulder. with fcarcely 
any meat upon it at all j and four or five other 
bones belonging to the back or feet of a Iheep, 
and appearing to have been already gnawed. 
All this difgufting colledtion was upon a dirty 
difh, and feemed rather fitting for the meal of a 
dog than the repaft of a man. In Holland, the 
worft of beggars would receive a more cleanly 
pittance at an hofpital ; and yet it is a mark of 
honour fliewn by an Emperor to an Ambaflador! 
Perhaps it was even the leavings of the Monarch, 
and in that cafe, according to the opinion of the 
Chinefe, it was the greateft favour that could be 
conferred, fince we had it in our power to gnaw 
the bone that his Majefty had begun to clean. I 
fliould certainly have preferred partaking of any 
other dainty bit rather than this unfavoury frag- 
ment. From this trait the reader may form an 
idea of the civility of the people of China. The 
Emperor is no doubt ignorant of thefe difgufting 
proceedings j but at any rate the maitres d' hat el 
Ihould take care that his prefents appear in a 
more cleanly ftiape, efpecially when they are in- 
tepded for foreigners. 
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On the other hand it appears that all this is 
.the efFe6t of cuftbm, for they pay quite as little 
attention to cleanlinefs in the other details of the 
table. When there is any want of plates or 
dilhes they do nothing but turn thofe that have 
been already ufed, in order to throw the remnants 
'Upon the firft table that comes to hand, without 
troubling themfelves about its being clean or 
dirty. Such is the politenefs of the officers of a 
court where one of the moll important tribunals 
is that of ceremonies. 

Our Mechanlft, Petit Pierre, began this day to 
repair the handfome pieces of mechanifm that 
have been injured. That young man is really 
very fkilful in every thing belonging to mccha-, 
nics and wntch making. 

aSth. His Excellency and I repaired to the 
palace at four o’clock in the morning, and (laid 
there in the fame apartment, as ycfterday till fix, 
when we were cQndu6led to the fouth fquare. 
The Emperor was not long before he made bis 
appearance in his way back from the Temple of 
Heaven, which is fituated at the fouthern ex-? 
tremity of the fuburbs at ten // (a league’s) dif^ 
tance frem the palace. He was in his ufual 
palanc^uin, carried by fixteen Coulis, and repaired 

iniraediately 
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immediately to his apartments. We then re- 
tired, and at feven o’clock got back to our hotel. 

It would be not a little irkfome to European 
courtiers if the princes there adopted the cuftora ^ 
of giving their audience and expediting affairs 
of ftate at the break of day. It is probable that 
their levees would not be fo much crouded as at 
prefent, and that the fame difplay of luxury 
would not be feen on the part of thofe who only 
go that they may be able to fay they have ap- 
peared at court, 

I am far myfelf from approving of the Chinefe. 
cuftom. In fummer, indeed, it may not be found 
difagreeable to rife before the fun, and thus avoid 
the heat of his rays; but how hard is it in 
winter, and in the middle of the night, when 
the cold is fevere and piercing, to leave a warm 
bed to go and encounter the inclemency of the 
air. It is, accordingly, with extreme repug- 
nance that we fubmit to this peceffity to which 
we are here condemned. 

Neither upon this occafion, nor during any of 
the other ceremonies at which the Emperor was 
prefent, did I ever fee a military guard. There 
is not even a guard-houfe at the gates of the 

S 4 palace, 



*64 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH* 

palace, which are entrufted to the foie care of a 
little Mandarin and a few other individuals ap- 
pointed for that purpofe. Any one would natu** 
rally expe£l; to find a fmall army in the Imperial 
fefidence, but he will fee nothing like it. I can 
affirm, that in all my walks through the city I 
Aever met with any thing military except a 
fmall guard-houfe, occupied by ten foldiers, 
under the command of an officer, who falls into 
the ranks himfclf, as ferjeants do in Holland, 
At the gates of the city there are, perhaps, thirty 
or forty men, commanded by an officer of highey 
yank, 

I was not a little furprized to fee fo few 
•troops* after having been aflured laft year, by 
one of the perfons of the Englifh EmbalTy (Cap- 
tain Mackintofh) that the effeftive army of the 
Chinefe empire amounted to eighteen hundred 
thoufand men, • Perhaps it is requifito to go into 
Tartary to fee them j for I fought in vain during 
my journey to difcover a fufficient number to 
juftify my adopting any fuch eftimate. 

In the cities of the firft and fecond order we 
found as many as two hundred and fifty foldiers, 
and in thofe o'f the third order feldom more than 
half the number. This calculation is founded 
4 upon 



EMBASSY TO CHINA IN 1794 — 5. a 6 § 

upon the whole garrifon turning out under arms 
in the cities we went through ; and in thofe that 
we only approached, all the military were ia 
like manner drawn up while we paffed, in order 
to add to the parade of our reception. Reafono 
ing upon thefe data, drawn from circumftancea 
in which it was more natural for the Chinefe to 
feek to add to than diminifh their difplay of 
force, and taking into the account all the cities 
of the three orders, all the forts, and all the mili- 
tary pods of the fifteen provinces of the Chinefe 
empire, we (hould hardly fuppofe at the outfide 
more than eight hundred thoufand men. 

Yefterday and to-day there were at lead two. 
hundred horfemcn mounted, who either prc-^ 
ceded or followed the Emperor, but they were 
confufedly 'mixed with the red of the proceffion. 
In the number was a fcore of archers, con- 
founded alfo with the other individuals, The 
red of the train confided of Mandarins and of 
fervants of the Emperor. 

This court is then the only one even in Afia 
where the chief of the nation is not furrounded 
and protefted by 'a formidable military guard. 
The confidential guards of the Emperor of China 
gre eunuchs, who alone are charged with the 

protection 
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protcSion and police of the interior of the pai 
lace ; of that place where he is really domefti- 
cated with his wives and children. 

As to the horfes, of which dating thefe few 
days paft we have feen a great number, I cannot 
forbear making them the fubjeft of a few ob- 
fervations. 

They are very numerous in the northern pro- 
vinces of China, but they are in general fihall. 
A horfe of tolerable fize is an uncommon thing, 
and a truly handfome horfe a rarity. This want 
of beauty in the horfe is perhaps attributable to 
the little care the Chinefe take of the fpccies. 
They are very fcldom either rubbed ' down, 
wafted, or curry-combed. The faddle is put 
upon them in the dirty ftate they are in when 
they come out of the ftablcs, which are alfo kept 
in very bad order. I have feen fome of the prin- 
cipal Mandarins mount a horfe without caring 
whether he were dreffed or not. I have fomc- 
times even remarked that the horfe’s tail was 
clotted with dirt, which adhered the more 
ftrongly owing to the froft, and which it was not 
thought worth while to remove. From thefe 
f^fils I am led to conclude that this valuable 
animal is here abandoned to himftlf, and that his 

nouriftmeot 
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nourifliment is no more than fufficient to enable 
him to work. My reader will then, ho doubt, 
be of opinion with me, that the fate of a horfe 
Jn China is exceedingly hard. 

Palanquins are very unfrequent in the capital ; 
few make ufe of them except the principal Mi- 
nifters of ftate and the great Mandarins, when . 
they go out of Pe king. The ufual vehicle is a 
fmall cart, with only room for one perfon. It is 
drtfwn by a fingle horfe, and the upper part is 
covered with blue or black fluff. The Royal 
Family itfelf, and the Grandees of the Empire, 
make ufe of fimilar carts, but they are then co- 
vered with cloth of an olive-green colour. The 
entrance is almofl always in front, and the feat is 
nothing more than a cufhion laid flat at the 
bottom of the carriage. 

The private carts of the Mandarins have gene- 
rally a little door at the fide. Thefe carriages 
are not calculated for any but Chinefe. To 
Europeans they are exceedingly fatiguing, owing 
to the continual jumps they make over the pave- 
ment. I get into them as feldom as poflible, 
chufing rather to walk when I am going no 
farther than th? palace. Many Mandarins, par- 
ticularly of the military clafs, make ufe qf faddle 

horfes 
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horfes Inftead of carts, whether going to court' or 
elfewhere. 

This morning his Majeftjr fent us a piece of 
raw pork for our table. At noon, or thereabout, 
the Naa-fan-idyen waited upon his Excellency to 
thank him, in the name of the Prime Minifter, 
,for bis offer of prefents, and to intimate that he 
cannot accept them. His Excellency upon this 
obfervcd to the Mandarin, that as thefe prefents 
were fent by the Stadtholder and the Dutch 
Company, the refufal of them would be a fort of 
difgrace to us ; and that we therefore requefted 
him to repeat this obfervation to the Voo-tchong^ 
tang, and to entreat him anew to receive the 
prefents, more efpecially as at the time of the 
former Dutch Embalhes they had not been re- 
fufed by the then Prime Minifter, 

The. Naa-fan-tayen promifed to execute our 
commillion, though well aflured that it would be 
of no avail, becaufe, according to him, neither 
the Voo-tc hong-tang nor any other Minifter will 
confent to receive any thing whatever, but 
would rather offer us fomething as a teftimony 
of their gratitude for the trouble we have taken, 
and the fatigufe we have undergone during th® 
Em baft}'. 

Thia 



EMBASSY TO CBtNA IN I794— 5. 

This Mandarift, after having taken leave of 
the Amhaffadorj had a fhort converfation with 
M. Petit Pierre concerning watches. He then 
went away attended by me again as far as the 
inner door. 

In the afternoon we were informed that it 
would be neceffary to go to-morrow morning, at 
four o’clock, to the palace, in order to breakfaft 
in the Emperor’s apartments. We had allb 
notice to hold ourfelves in readinefs to fet off 
the day after to-morrow at noon for Yuan' 
ming-yum. 

apth. We fet off for the palace at four o’clock, 
being conveyed in little carts to a fmall diftance- 
beyond , the noble ftone bridge of which I made 
mention on the loth and nth of this month. 
There we took the fouth fide of the ftreet, ofps^ 
polite a great gate with three paffages, cfofed by 
folding doors painted red, and ornamented with 
brafs knobs. Having paffed through this gate, 
we found ourfelves in a large fquare planted 
with cedars and other trees, under which we 
walked for fome time. We were then con- 
duced to a little apartment near a pagoda, there 
to wait the Emperor’s coming. 


When. 
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When it was broad day-light, but before thd 
rifing of the fun, we were delired to leave that 
apartment in order to go into a little garden, 
where the ground was entirely prepared for cul- 
tivation. There we waited near a large and 
magnificent building till the Monarch fhould 
appear. , • 

I foon perceived that we were in the fame 
place where we had feen the fkaters perform 
their exercife on the 12th, but we were to-day 
to the weftward of the frozen pond, inftead of 
being to the fouth-eaft. We perceived a few 
ikaters upon the ice. 

Soon after fun-rife the Emperor came in his 
common chair, carried by eight Coulis. While he 
was pafling we knelt down, but without faluting 
him. His Majefty, thus carried, entered 'the 
building, where he was received by the two 
principal Minifters, who had arrived on horfe- 
back fpme time before. 

We were then conduced towards a great 
flight of fteps on the eaftern fide of the building, 
which led us towards a paved fquare, (ituated 
ibuth of it, and entirely furrounded by a ftone 
baluftrade, having to the foutb th^ee flights of 

fteps. 
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fieps, which ferve as a defcent into the garden* . 
The building, which is two ftories high, is ex- 
aftly limilar to that which is lituated in the in- 
terior of the palace, and which I defcribed to the 
reader on the 20th of this month. The falcon, 
called Tfe-quon-cok,' the throne and the inftru- 
ments of mufic, all retraced the idea of the 
former place. The preparations were alfo the 
fame, as well as -the manner of placing the 
guefts and their little tables, except that to-day, 
inftead of fifty difiies, they could only boalt of 
four, namely, rice, broth, bones of meat, and 
balls of meal. 

The Emperor having feated himfelf upon his 
throne, all the guefts paid him the falute of 
honour, and afterwards fat down upon their 
cuftiions. After having ate fomething his Ma- 
jefty fent a finall difli from his table to us in 
particular. It contained cakes of meal, which I 
‘found excellent. 

' While we were eating, a vocal and inftru- 
mental concert was executed. Among the 
fingers I remarked a very ftout man, whofe voice 
was the deepeft 'bafs I ever heard in my life, ■ 
while the purity of the found tvas aftoniftiing. 
He reminded me that 1 had heard about thirty- 

years 
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years ago, at Amfierdam, thiec famous Jews^ 
brothers, ooe‘; of whom was Very (celebrated for 
bis bafs voice i but this Chinefe furpaiTed him, 
Yeiry much. 

The repaft bdiig over, a cup of the milk of 
beans \Catjan^ was brought to each gueft, but 
it was lo burnt that it was impoflible to drink iu 
Soon after the Corean Ambaffadors and we were 
defired to rife in order to approach the throne, 
oppofite which we repeated the ceremonies .per- 
forined oti the 20th. We received from the 
hands of the Emperor a cup of Chinefe Samfou^ 
after which his Excellency and 1 made the falute 
of hobour with our hats on. 

As foon as we had refumed our feats feme 
buffoons entered, among whom was a little boy 
who performed upon the top of a bamboo the 
only tricks deferving of notice. 

Shortly after his Majefly rofe, and retired 
towards the palace. We were then defired to 
walk down the fouth ileps into the garden, 
where a large yellow tent was pitched over three 
long tables. On thefe tables were woOden 
trays' containihg prefents for all the Envoys 
who affifted at the entertainment. .The^ 

were 
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were diftributed by the three firft Colaos or 
Minilters of State, and delivered to each of us 
individually. 

I faw to-day, for the firft time, among thofe 
Minifters the Aa-tchong-tangt who is fo far ad- 
vanced in years that his beard is entirely white. 

To the prefents made us one was ?idded for 
Prince the Stadtholder. It is a kind of Chinefe 
fceptre made of a beautiful tranfparent green 
ftone, refembling agate, Und called- by the Chinefe 
Fitz-auy. This curiofity of admirable workman- 
lliip, and the higheft polifh, valued at two thou- 
iand dollars, was accompanied by fifty-five rolls 
of different kinds of filk, which were delivered to 
the Ambaffadof. He then received for himfelf 
twenty-five rolls of fluffs of various qualities ; ^ 
had eight; there were forty more for the five 
gentlemen in the fuite of the Embaffy ; and alfo 
feventy-two pieces of Panche (thin filk) ; and 
feventy-two pieces of Nam-king for the Mechanift 
and the feventeen foldiers and fervants. A falute 
of honour expreffed our thanks, and then the 
whole was delivered to the Mandarins, our con- 
du£lors, in order that they might take care to ' 
convey it to our hotel. . 

The ceremony being over the Voo-tcJvmgAmg 
VoL. 1. T caufed 



*74 VOYAGE OF THE DUTCH 

cEufed it to be intimated to us, that his Majefty 
Md ordered the to -take us to fee 

fome of the temples and edifices within the pre- 
cin^s of the palace. We defired the interpreter 
to exprefs our grateful feelings for this favour of 
the Emperor, and fet off under the guidance of 
the obliging Mandarin. 

We went back over the bridge, which I have 
feveral times had occafion to mention, and to the 
northward of which we entered the palace by an 
iinmenfe gEte, 


• We were conduced in the €rft place towards 
the temple of Houing-on-tfu, the great God of the 

' Lamias j a fe£t of which the prefent Emperor is 
the declared proteftor. This temple confifts of 
two edifices,, one fituated at.the fopt of a mount, 
the other on its fummit. The firfl is built in 
. the Chinefe fafliion, and the fecond according to 
the tafte of. the Lamas, that is to fay, that its 
.fquare .bafement is furmounted by a lofty cir- 
cular dome, which is itfelf terminated by along 

• pyramid of excellent workmanfhip, and ending 
( in a point, the extremity of which is.covered by 

a crefcent. . The idol placed in the lower temple 
Is of great height, gilt all over, and fitting upon a 
^Vtihiop. It is a cploffal ftatue, the face expreff- 

ing 
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ing pleafure and gaiety, the chara£teriftics of the 
idol of fenfuality among the Chinefe. ' 

From the temple lituated at the foot of the 
mount we proceeded through a door in' the back 
part to a flight of a hundred and twenty fteps of 
gentle afcjent, which led us to the upper temple. 

On all fides of the fquare bafcment which 
fupports the dome of the latter is a large gallctjr, 
furrounded’ by a baluflradc. From this point 
of fight the eye difcovers without obftacle the 
vaft extent of Pe-king, of which the profpeft is 
really furpvifing, both on account pf the immenfe 
fpace covered by the city, and, of the view af- 
forded by the whole of the palace, and by an 
infinite number of edifices and buildings of all 
kinds. Unfortunately it was a very early-hour 
of the morning, .and a thick' fog arofe, which 
prevented our feeing fo well as we could have 
wiflied. Befides^ there was no proporti.qn 
between the time required to examine every 
thing, and that which we were permitted to 
employ. It was from this elevated fpot that I 
perceived for the firll time, that the lodging af- 
figned to us is within the outer walls of the palace* 

We were defired to remark from the gpilefy 
of the upper temple the place vvhere the,. lafl: 

T z Emperor 
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Emperor of the Chinefe dynafty hung himfelf. 
It is a little rifing ground or mount, fituated 
within the lecond inOlofure of the palace, and 
called King~tcking. On the fummit of tlus rifing 
ground; over the tomb of the unfortunate Mo- 
narch, an open hexagonal pavilion has been built.. 

The outfide of the fquare bafement of the pa* 
goda of Houitt-en-tju is entirely coated with bricks, 
exhibiting figures in relief, in the midft of which 
IB a deep niche containing the image of a Jos in 
Jbajfo-rffiievo. The bricks have a green edging, 
but the niche and image are yellow. The whole 
appears to be enamelled. Henca the reader may 
judge of the magnificent appearance made by 
the whole, edifice, 

IVilhin the temple itfelf, which is formed by 
this iquare, Hands upon an altar an idol monfirous 
in its form, but of fmall ftature, fince it is not 
‘iiibre than five feet high. Its head is mifhapen, 
-smd it has a number of arms and legs of bronze, 
^aft altogether in a mafterly manner. Before the 
'aliaf are four Hufifed tygers in a fitting pofture ; 
and along the walls ace fufpended bows, arrows, 
and other attributes of hunting. The door, the 
pillars, and the window-frames of the temple 
are df bronze likewife, and are embellifhM by 
igrt 16 a way highly deferving of praife. 

Above 
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Above this fquare edifice {lands, as 1 have 
already faid, the dome, the bottom of which is of 
lefs extent than the fquare hafement itfelf, and 
which, after a contra£lion or neck, rifes, in- 
creafing in fize, and terminates in a fe£lion of a 
fphere. On the centre of thi^, dome (lands a 
bronze fpire or point, ornamented with a fef-', 
toon, furmounted by a crefcent, richly gilt. 

After having admired all thefe details, and every 
thing elfe about this' temple, and after having 
indulged our eyes with a view of fuch a variety 
of obje£ls, we proceeded along a private road^ 
made at' the back of the hill, in which we now 
and then met with pieces of rock. It brought 
us to a third temple of Chinefe conllru£lion, con* 
'taining a female idol. 

Upon quitting this laft temple, we were de- 
fired to feat ourfelves upon a lied, which carried 
us acrofs the ice -to another edifice. This is of 
a circular form, and built upon the margin of 
the water, with an open gallery, commanding a 
noble view wheq the eye is diredled acrofs the 
poiid, which is here of condderable width, to 
ifeveral ^buildings ere^ed on the oppofite 4de. 

1 obferved belides dve pavilions fituated Oja 
fhe pond, all magnificent Urudlures. The middle 
T 3 s»d 
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and principal one, has a roof of three divifioftS 
or llories terminating m a point. The two pa- 
vilions next this centre one have double roofs, 
while the two others have firigje roofs of an acute 
form. Like that of the middle pavilion, all thefe 
roofs are richly ornamented, and 'covered with 
yellow varnilhed tiles. In Ihort, the whole ap- 
pearance of thefe five pavilions, exquifitely gilt, 
and embelliflied with red and green varnifh, is 
truly extraordinary. It is there that the Em- 
peror goes in the fummer with his wives to filh, 
or to be prefent at fome party of pleafure. The 
middle pavilion is deftined fblely for the Em- 
peror, while the four others are inhabited by his 
wives, the courtiers, and the other perfons in 
his Majefty’s fervice. Thefe pavilions are called 
Utm-long-thang. 

. On quitting the circular building, we returned 
to the fled, which conveyed us again acrofs the 
-lake. When we reached the other fide we got 
out in order to vifit another temple, called Kik- 
lok-tjay-kay. In the > centre of it is an artificial 
rock, the top of which afeendsto thereof, while 
its bafe covers the greater part of the inner fur- 
face of the tdtnple. This rock is planted with 
trees, and is embelliflied with artificial flowers. 

great number of Jos are placed in cavities left 
ia-jdifferent parts i "while a'wiiiding and narrow- 

path 
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path leads through the ftones; by. irregular fteps, 

. to-' the fummit* where ftands the principal idol 
.reprefenting a woman. 

We afcended to the top of the rock, and found 
it much higher than we had imagined. Another 
path) leading alfo roiiud the rock, but in a 
contrary dire£iion, brought us down again. It 
muft be confeffed that this imitation exadlly re- 
fembles nature j that every part of it difcovers 
good tafte j and that it is very well worth feeing. 

Thence we were conduced to the temple jMan- 
fai-ten, which is three (lories high, each of them 
confiding of an imiiienfe room fiill of altars and 
idols. This temple is called the pagoda of ten 
thoujand idols. Among the principal gilt datues 
Handing upon altars there are three in each dory, 
exceedingly large, and fix fmaller. The walls 
all round the temple are full of little niches j and 
in every niche, as well as between the deps, is 
the image of a Jos, in bronzd, about fix inches 
high. This temple is then not a little extra- 
ordinary, and has a fingular effefl: upon the eye. 

We examined the three dories with a great 
deal of attention, and found the edifice to be of 
confiderable elevation. The upper dory is as* 
handfome as the lower, except that the latter 
T 4 can 
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can boaft of two beautiful towers, about feven- 
teen or eighteen inches high. They are made of 
dark-coloured wood, and are wrought with ad* 
mirable delicacy and Ikill, the plates and orna- 
ments of filver, with which they are enriched, 
making a very pleating contrail with the colour 
of the wood. They ar^ placed on the ground 
in two angles of the room. 

In each room or ftory, oppotite the altar, are 
vafes of bronze of the moft finilhed workman- 
Ihip, with perfumes burning in them. There 
are other vafes alfo intended for religious cere- 
monies, and highly deferving the attention of the 
curious. 

We quitted this temple, in order to go to that 
called 'Tay-Jay-titiy where the principal image re- 
preients a woman fitting, and is more than thirty 
cobidos high*. Its head is compofed of an af- 
femblage of fix faces, turned fix different ways; 
while, from two well proportioned arms, proceed 
five hundred other arms on each fide. Above 
the head, or rather the heads is a pyramid which 
appears to contain, at leafi, five hundred little 
lieads. 

Before and upon the tides of the altar are two 
* About tbirty-five French feet, (Fr% Ed*) 

tower^ 
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towers, {landing on the ground, fuperior, ia 
beauty, to thofe of the temple of ten thoufand 
idols. Like them they are o£lagonal, arid of 
nine flories, but are made of bronze, and, as we 
were alTured, call in a fingle piece. They are 
lix feet and a half diameter at their bafe, and 
about fifteen feet high. The work is open, with 
chafed ornaments, and a thoufand curious de- 
tails. They are fo highly finiflied that the moft 
fkilful European artift might be proud of having 
executed them, fuppofing them even to confill 
of feveral pieces. 

By the fide of thefe towers are alfo two pretty 
large temples of bronze, ornamented infide and 
out with beautiful chafed work, and with flones, 
fuitable to facred purpofes*, which, as well as the 
temples themfelves, would be well worthy the at- 
tention of the mo{l Ikilful artift. 

The confecrated veflels of bronze for the ufe 
of the temples are, in general, admirably 
wrought in has relief y and with fo much delicacy 
in the details, that to difcover all their beauties, 
it is neceflary to examine them clofely, and with 
the moft fcrupulous attention. All the pagodas 
contain a great number of thofe veffels. 

• Dts ^itrrei endogutt a Vu/ogt iet tmfUh 


We 
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We afterwards afcCnded, by>a ftaircafe, to tliD 
fecond ftory, which only forms a kind of gallery^ 
becaufe the coloflal idol of which I have juft 
ipoken rifes above it, and palfes through the 
middle of tl;ie floor. 

Upon the whole, thefe temples, both within 
and without, are decorated with a richnefs bor- 
dering upon profufion. The ornaments of fculp- 
ture are covered with fuch brilliant gilding, and 
fuch lively colours, that they are aftonilhingly 
fplendid and magnificent. His Excellency ac- 
cordingly confefled that he had never feen any 
thing either fo beautiful, or'fo fumptuous, in the 
temples of Japan *. 

All the avenues which lead to thefe edifices, 
and all the intervals between them, are laid out 
with exquifite tafte. Sometimes we met with a 
rock i fometimes with places full of Hones and 
pebbles j all thefe irregularities united, imitating 
thofe of nature, with an art which no other nation 
can equal. 

In going from the fecond to the third temple, 

• The Dutch Atnbaflkdor, Jif. TUvungy rcHded a long time 
hi Japan, and even employed hinilelf in acquiring information 
concerning that' intereiling country, the language of which he 
vndeiftands^ (Fr. Ed.} 
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we pafled under a great and beautiful triumphal 
arch, with three wide openings, Htuated near the 
edge of the pond at the entrance of the paved 
court of the temple Tay-fay-ten. The fupports or 
pedeftals of this triumphal arch confift of large 
pieces of marble, fculptured in a mafterly man- 
ner. The part which furmounts them, and which 
is of mafonry, is entirely covered with v^rnifli of 
different colours, feeming . to indicate bricks Of 
different tints, and harmonizing in the moft'agree^ 
able manner. This triumphal arch is belides 
richly ornamented in parts with fculpture and 
gilding, it is covered with yellow varniflied tiles. 

We were abundantly convinced this morning, 
by the fight of fo many curious things, that China 
has formerly produced men of great genius, fup- 
pofing that there be none alive at the prefent day.- 

From the laft pagoda, we were taken back 
upon the fled, over the pond, towards the eaftern 
fide, where we alighted. There the Naa-faH taye* 
took leave of us, and we returned on foot to our 
hotel, which was nearer to the gate through which 
we pafled in our way to it, than to the fouth fide 
pf the palace. It was half pa|l,eleven when we 
returned after this entertaining excurfion. 

This favour of the Emperor is another manifeft 

proof 
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]prdof tbat our 'Embafly is agreeable to him, fincis 
no ttticc is to be found in the hiftory of preceding 
one's of the like being ever granted to an Am- 
baflador. The fame may be faid of our journey 
to-morrow to his fummer palace, efpecially as the 
Monarch fets offhimfelf to pafs fome time there. 

• We received notice to repair early to-morrow 
morning to the palace to fee his Majefty fet off, 
and to hold ourielves in readinefs to follow him 
in, the afternoon. 

In paffing through the ftrcet to return to our 
lodgings, w'e perceived that yellow fand was 
already ftrewing in it, and that it was preparing 
for the Emperor’s palTage. 

Every day the ftreets are fwept by a kind of^ 
imperial flaves kept for that purpofe. There are; 
no Icfs than four thoufand of them at Pe-king, 
where they are highly necelTary to keep the city 
in a cleanly ftate. 

^th. At five o’clock in the morning, we got 
into biir little carts, which conveyed us beyond 
the bridge fomewhat farther than yefterday. 
We alighted, and went into the Ihop of a dealer 
in furs, wheru we remained till day-break. We 
were then taken into the ftreet, where, fliortly 
3 . after. 
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aft^j -We faw his Imperial Majefty pafs, borne by 
eight Couiis, in his ufual fedan-chair. We knelt 
down while he paffed, and perceived by a look 
he caft' upon us, that we were not unobferved^i. 

The Emperor's retinue was eonfiderable. H^, 
was followed by a great number of' palanquips' 
end carts j but the principal part *of his tra^ 
conlilled of men mounted on horfes and mul^i, 
The latter, in the environs of Pe-king, are large, 
and handfome animals, and 'appear to be 'in 
higher eftimation than horfes. 

After the crowd was gone by, we got into ; 
our carriages again, in order to return to buy; 
hotel, whither the Mandarins came at an ear^ 
hour to haften our departure for the country. 

' * ■ 

Our baggage being already packed up it was 
fent off before us; and having dined at noob; 
we fet off in little carts at one o’clock in tho 
afternoon. 

Driving, to the northward for about four 
minutes, we turned to the weftward at the corner 
of our ftreet, and palfed the bridge. After going 
a little way round we entered a long ftreet, andj 
going a full trot ftill to the weftward fora garter 
of an hour, pafled the outer gato palace 

called the gafe of TJay-ou, 

As 
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As foon as out of this gate, we turned again to 
tho north, and drove down a ftreet wide and 
jftraight like the laft, and paved in the middle. 
At the end of fifteen minutes we turned a corner, 
entered another ftreet, and, driving to the weft- 
wa.rd, found ourfclves in fifteen minutes more at 
the gate of the city called the gate of Tfay-chec. 

in fifty minutes were we conveyed from our 
"hotel to the extremity of the city. 

In the laft ftreet but one, we met fix great 
elephants coming into Pe-king^ having almoft all 
long but flender teeth. Tliey were a prefent fent 
to his Majefty by a great Mandarin reliding on 
the weftern frontiers. 

Beyond the gate of Tfay chsc the ftreets of 
the fuburbs arc not fpacious, but on each liand 
are as handfome fhops as in the interior of the 
city. The fronts of moft of them are ornamented 
with exquifite carved-work, refplendent with 
gilding of the richeft kind. On both fidesof the 
way are alfo tents, in which haberdaftiers and 
other tradefnien expofe all forts of w'ares to the 
view of the public. 

In thefe ftreets there were a great many 
women. We^alfo met with a confidcrable num- 
ber m' jittl.e .carts, fome of whom were very 
agreeable in perfon, 

I thought 



I t perceived that rn^y of thefe yo^l^ 

ladres were upon an amorous pilgrimage : iixlp^ 
■ifirft place, becaufe they had an old duenha iittuig; 
at the fore part of the cart, and alfo becaufe at: 
foment our carriages were palling one anbthj^i 
they fuffered themfelves to be looked at 
' freedom equal to the curiofity with which 
gazed upon us. They even lifted up entif^^ 
the curtain in the front of their carriage ; andiasi 
married women would never dare to allow thi^^ 
felves fuch liberties, I am the more ftrongly coa^ 
firmed in my opinion. 

The gate by which w'e w'ent out of Pe-ki^ 
is cxa£Uy limilar to that by which we entere^.M 
on the fouth fide, on the loth of this month. . It .ii 
furmounted by an edifice, and prote£ted by 
bullion on the outer fide. 


In the lall llreet before we came to the gib'll 
of the city, we crolTed a very wide bridge 


llngle arch, with a Hone balullrade on each 
this bridge inclines me to fuppofe that a cat^’ 


or Itrcam of water runs through the city. 


1 here were a great many windings in the road; 
W'ithout P e-king, but in genera^ik takes a nortb-^ 
welt direction. The middle is paved withjiew^ 
flones like that by which we ent^F^ the city 

on 
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©ft tlie 9th of the prefent month. There are alfo 
on each fide ; and we met with habitations 
atid 'Villages at fmall diftances from one another. 

: We had been going for fifty minutes at a full 
ti'Ot, when we flopped at a place called Uoilimet 
fif bated at ten U from Yuen-ming^yuen. A very 
and tolerably fpacious lodging had been 
prepared for us there. We took pofleffion of it, 
'iod fhortly afterwards our baggage arrived. 

rOur conduflor informed ns upon our firft 
leaving .the city, that his Excellency and I muft 
be. ready to-morrow morning at an early hour to 
breakfafl at court, and congratulate the 
Eiiapfifor upon his arrival in the country, it 
J^pears then that we Ihall be no more exempt 
than at P-e-king fVom thofe ceremonies which 
l^cede the dawn of day. 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME, 







3 6/^7 

iHsfi'atic Hibrarp 


Author ^ t^- Iw ^ 

Title auu...^>\,,^r>Jc ■ ■ • 

CallNo. 

Date oi' Issue Issued t(> I)a^ 




